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Abstract

Religious pluralism is a situation where people of different religions and faith live together within

a given social structure and interact at all levels. The three main religious groups in Nigeria
include Christianity, Islam and African Religion. The teElaship among these religious bodies

has generated the problem of persistent prejudice, suspicion, distrust, intolerance, aggression,
destruction of lives and property as we oftentimes experience in several parts of the country. These
conflicts had left rials of political, social, economic and psychological looses which have also
injured and poisoned established relationships among Nigerians. In this paper, after the
examination of the dimension and causes of religious crises in Nigeria, the study dlbbkatve
Nigeria is a diverse country with over 150 million people; it is raudttural, multiethnic and
multi-religious. It is widely believed that there are differences in understanding and projection of
the religions which resulted into the various gilus crises in the country that led to the
destruction of lives and properties worth billions of naira. The method used in this study is
historical phenomenology. This paper was aimed at reducing or putting an end to religious crises
in Nigeria. The papaerecommended that Government should create more job opportunities for the
youths in Nigeria, religion and moral education should be made compulsory at primary and
secondary school level of education in Nigeria in order to have good understanding oheach 6t s
religion, government should set up religious councils at both the state and local government areas

and Challenges of poverty should be addressed in a more creative manner.

Key Words: Religious Pluralism, Challenges, National Development, and Idiger

Introduction

Sir Federick Lord Lugard with Florence Shaw who later became his wife gave birth to an entity known as
Nigeria on ® January, 1914 through the proper unilateral amalgamation. When the Northern and the Southern
protectorates became amahgated, Sir Lord Lugard became the Governor General of the unified entity called
Nigeria (Nwaoga, Nche and Odibe, 2014).

Nigeria is a diverse country with about 150 million people; it is muultiural, multiethnic and multi
religious, largely pluralist and clearly heterogeneous (Umar, Ahmed, Musa and Abdulahi 2014). Three major
religions are distinguishable in Nigeria and they include Christianity, Islam and African Religion. As a religious

pluralistic society, religion has a place in addressing aaty/zing national issues, but based on the increasing rise

of religions bigots and extremists, one may be tempted to suggest that religion is not relevant to societal
development hence should be extricated from human life. Religion has been used, abusistisatiby political
elites and unfortunately by the so called clerics of Christianity and Islam so much that it has continued to cause
conflagrations in Nigeria. Even in the-salled secular societies, religion has not only penetrated but has also

continued to be a source of concern as a result of its damaging nature in those societies. Nigerian society is

wi tnessi
2016).

Religious issues play roles arises generation and resolution. The plural religious identities may lead to

ng I slamic extremistséd sensel

ess

ki FAddjohug s

and

persistent prejudice, suspicion, distrust, intolerance, aggression, destruction of lives and property as we oftentimes
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experience in several parts of the country (Ekwete, 2008).pluralistic religious nature of Nigeria as well as the
seemingly incompatibility of the diverse religious groups has immersed the country in cataclysmic religious
conflicts that have mollified any attempt at achieving national development. These&tsohéld left trails of

political, social, economic and psychological looses. It had also injured and poisoned established relationships
among Nigerians. Therefore, this paper examines the dimension, causes and effects of religious crises on national
devebpment in Nigeria with the aim of putting an end to religious crises in Nigeria.

The paper adopted historical phenomenological method for proper articulation of the subject matter. The
research made use of secondary source of obtaining pieces of infornEtte data were derived from existing
published works. These include textbooks, journals and newspapers and the unpublished work including seminars
papers, project, internet and periodicals. The information gathered was presented using descriptivioinesthpd
comprehension.

The Concept of Religious Pluralism and National Development

A pluralistic society refers to one in which thereeast more than one ethnic and religious groups and
there are some degree of recognitions by all the partisserned (Laguda, 2013). It is the existence of diverse
cultures within the same society. It is the harmonious and enrichiegistence within one political community of
people of divergent, at times incompatible views, establishing and promotingdn@inon goals (Idakpo, 2016).
Religious pluralism according to Idowkearon, (2009) is a situation where people of different religions and faith
live together in a given social structure and interact at all levels. It is an attitude or policy regardivgsigy of
religious belief systems eexisting in society. It therefore, enables a country made up of people of different faiths to
exist without sectarian warfare or the persecution of religious minorities. Religious pluralism is an attitude of policy
regarding the diversity of religious belief systemsegdsting in society.

The concept of development has been a controversial issue. This is so sinc ¢eatt when it was
transformed from a scientific to an ideological issue in defense of theattes within and among nations (Dana,

1987). Development is also muftiac et ed and is closely related to the i
(1990) defines development as the improvement and ability of a society to influence its environment
technologically, economically, politically and culturally for the advancement and living condition andeive]l of

al | in the society. Odi ba, (2007) defines devel opment
Ireogbe, (1996) definedevelopment as a progressive realization of the fullest possible balanced flourishing human

and natural resources. From the above definitions, national development can be described as the overall
development or a collective soeagmonomic, political as Weas religious advancement of a country or nation. This

can best be achieved through development planning strategies mapped out by the government of such nation.

Developed nations are generally categorized as countries that are more industrializedndeargoial
growth and flourishing economy. They are not characterized by shortcomings. Developed countries have higher per
capita income levels. In general, per capita income of developed countries is above $12,000 and has an average of
$38,000. The poputen of developed countries is more stable and it is estimated that they will grow at a steady rate
of around 7% over the next 40 years (Sunningham, 2017).

Developing nations are nations that are less industrialized and are characterized by shortcomings.
Developing countries have lower per capita income. Developing countries are categorized into moderately
developed and less developed. Moderately developed countries have an approximate per capita income between
$1,000 and $4,000. The less developed couwntiie characterized by having the lowest income, with a general per
capita income of less than $1000 (Sunningham, 2017).

Nigeria as a nation is among the developing countries. Specifically is in the group of moderately developed
countries. There is needrfthe government to boost the economy through diversification if not, poverty and various
form of moral decadence will linger.

Dimensions of Religious Pluralism in Nigeria

Nigeria is a diversified society with the people practicing three major religions; African Traditional
Religion, Christianity and Islam. However, the most two dominant religions are Christianity and Islam. The two
dominant religions are foreign to Nigeriaspite of their alien nature their advent not only suppressed the original
traditional belief but caused dissension, consternation and upheavals that had consequently led to the loss of lives
and property.

The history of religious crises in Nigeria rulike a colossus. Nigeria has witnessed about fifty (50)
religious crises from 1980 to date. When these riots occur, numerous lives are lost, property worth hundred of
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millions of naira are destroyed. When religious crises occur there use to be remidaloat other people and in
another place or town. The following are examples of religious crises in Nigeria.

SIN Date Town or State | Cause of Riots/Irritators Number of casualties| Government response
1 December, 1980 Kano Abubakar, Rimi Formar civilian About 4,177 people | Government paid N8 million
Governor of Kano State issug were killed as compensation to victims
quit notice to Muhammeq
Maitasine to leave the are
illegally occupied by his group.
2 1982 Bulukutu Maitasine sects attack under tf 400 lives were lost Military and police were used
Maiduguri same guise of quit notice and property worth| to quell the crises
N3  million were
destroyed
3 1984 Jemita and| Maitasine sect attack under tf 763 lives were los{ Military and police were use(
Gombe quit notice and about 5,913 to quell the crises
people were displace
4 April 26th 1985 Bauchi Gombe | Maitasine sects attack under tf More than 100 peopl§ Government intervene usin
quire of quit notice died after about ter] armed force
hours fighting
5 1986 llorin Muslim attack Christian paln] None Government intervene
Sunday procession
6 May 3 1986 University  of | Muslem student society attaq Injured but no death| Government intervene
Sokoto Christian students VC office set on fire
7 1986 University  of | Uni-muslim community None
Ibadan opposed to position of crucific
on campose
8 1987 Kafanchan, A new Christian convert mad{ Over 19 died 61 Governmentintervene
Kaduna, Zaria| comparism between passages| injured
and Funtua the Bible and Quran
9 1990 Kano Triggered by an Igbo Christiarj Many people died Government uses police ar
Gideon Akaluka who wag and properties wer¢ military to quell the crises
alleged to have defecated on t| destroy
Koran
10 1991 Kano Triggered by Muslim Fanatic{ People died, churchel Soldier deployed to quell th
who claim to be protesting th| and mosques burnt crises
Christian religious crusade ¢
evangelist Reinhard Bonnke
11 1992 Kaduna Between Zango Kata| 300 people died Panel of inquiry was set up
Christians and Zango Muslims
1 | 10 September, 2001 | Jos A Christian woman attempte{ 300 people died g§ Obasanjo visited the scene
to cross a barricaded street. Th reprisal attack in Aba
led to a scuffle between her aff owerri and Umauahia|
a group of Muslims.
13 2006 Maiduguri  in | Reprisal attack by the Igbos d Over 50 died in | Governor Ngige and Born
Borno State and the House indigene as a res|{ Maiduguri over 30| counterparts intervened
Onisha in| of kiling of innocent citizens| churches and hotel
Anambara Statg under the guise of protestinl were burnt
against a publication of prophg
Muhammed by Dannis
newspaper
14 December 4, 2010 Potiskum Consequent upon th{ 2 lives were lost Government intervene
conversion of one Cathrin
Abbans to Islam
15 January 17, 2010 Nassarawa Muslim youths attack Christian] Over 100 people die¢ Government intervene
Gwon worshipers on Sunday and properties wort
millions of naira
destroyed
16 July 26, 2009 Teshimin Boko-Haram crises started Many lives were| Government have been tryin
Bauchi and destroyed and to put an end to thectivities
later spread to properties worth| of the sect but to no avail
Kano, Yobe millions of naira were,

and Borno State|
and other parts

of Nigeria.

destroyed

Sources Nwadoito, 2012, Ibenwa and Ngele 2010 Ekele, 2007
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Factors Responsible for Religious Crises in Nigeria

Several factors are identified as source of religious conflicts. Religious intolerance and fanaticisrofis
such factors. In Nigeria the problem confronting the relationship between Christians and Muslims is attempt to
interpret and impose the various doctrines by the various religious groups. To this effect, Umar, Ahmed, Musa and
Abdulahi (2014) observinat;

€ Describe the religion or ethnic group as majorit

energies are expended and wild argument thrown around on who is the majority, minority etc. Through

careless handling, some of these arguméaggnerate into violent ethnic or religious conflicts that tend to

be extremely savage and bloody with no end, because either group can effectively, let alone permanently

neutralize the other (p. 113).

Oral or written statements made by the adherentsadehs either to show the superiority or inferiority of
other religions leads to conflicts (Ezeh, 1999).

Poverty is another factor causing religious riots in Nigeria. The vast majority of Nigerians are desperately
poor. They are simply living from hand toouth. In many families, parents are out of work, children school fees
cannot be paid, rents have accumulated and food is in short supply (Voice of the voiceless, 2002). The poverty rate
of the North East and North Central zones are 70% and 50% respe@tMYEF, 2001). In 2004 the North West
zone recorded 71.1% North East 72. 1% and the North Central zone 70% (CBN, 2004). World bank 2017 Atlas of
Sustainable Development Goals shows that 35 million Nigerians are living in extreme poverty in 2013 €¢&h in 1
which is  defined as less  than $1.90 per day (Documentsworldbanks.org/crolated/en/

275714938835556771 atlasofsubstaninabl edevel opment) . Ac
insecurity as people are forced to take certain actions toirsuiseanselves. Poverty has the cumulative effect of
raising tension that easily explode on the slightest e:

Unemployment is another factor. Unemployment is at all times very high in Nigeria. Every year, hordes of
young people graduate frosecondary and tertiary institution with no prospects of employment. Onwubiko (2012)
observed that;

Unemployment occurs when people are willing and able to work but find it difficult to get a job because the

supply of labour outstrips the demand for labdunemployment becomes a problem when there is a

saturation of labour market with labour to the extent that the supply of labour is far higher than the demand

of it (p. 19).

The increasing rate of unemployment has made many of the youths to benadelyools and vulnerable
to the manipulation of agents to commit all form of vices. Unemployed especiall ithena j canr easiiysbe
mobilized to cause mayhem especially in the northern part of the country.

The heterogeneity nature of Nigeria is another factor. The pluralistic identities lead to persistence prejudice,
hatred, lack of trust, suspicion, aggression, uncomjging attitudes, intolerance and destruction of lives and
properties.

Effects of Religions Pluralism on National Development

Religions pluralism in Nigeria leads to the polarization of Nigerian Christians and Muslims as most of the
Christians lives intlte south and Muslims in the north. This religious pluralism causes religious conflicts and
division among the adherents of the two religions. Religious crises in Nigeria have led to the destruction of lives and
property. According to Elaigwu (2004) betweEdi76 and 2009 over 100,000 had lost their lives and property worth
billions of naira has been destroyed in more than fifty recorded -e#tigious crises in northern part of Nigeria.
Some of the people killed in these etinatigious crises will no longecontribute to the development of Nigeria.

The losses that come in the destruction of property affect the economy of Nigeria.

The continuous escalating of religious crises in Nigeria is gradually creating and conditioning people to
habour bitterness, hatl, rancour and grievances against each other, which has the potential danger of bursting into
serious crises. Lack of peace will affect foreign investment which would have contributed to national development.

It is a fact today that where religious csdgave occurred, a lot of arms have been stockpiled as a measure

to either checkmate potenti al fopponentso or as deterr
serious security implications for the peacefulectstence of NigeriaGwamna, 2010). To this effect Ejeh (2007)
stated that; ino meaningf ul devel opment can take pl ace

ordero (p. 306).

The image of the Nigeria nation in the international community has been smeheedislocation and
relocation of people as a result of religious and ethnic crises have create@smamic problems as some are
thrown out of jobs. Some of these settlements have also become a haven of idle hands which constitute potential
hands of arrad robbers and other Social vices (Adama, 2016).
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Recommendations

The following recommendations are put forward.

Religious and moral education should be made compulsory at all level of education in Nigeria in order to
have good understanding of each esthreligion. The curriculum should seek to inculcate religious tolerance.
Government should create more job opportunities for youths in Nigeria. Government should set up religious
councils at both the state and local government areas. Government shanta fthe council thereby consolidating
understanding and emperation. Challenges of poverty should be addressed in a more creative manner. The
conditions of the poor must be ameliorated in order to reduce the vulnerability of the poor to mischief making.

Conclusion

Religious crises are problems and a bottleneck to national development in Nigeria. Peaceful practice of
religion is a prerequisite to national development. These crises bring about hatred, rancour, bitterness and insecurity
which ae not indices for national development. The general knowledge about Nigeria should be promoted among
the people. This paper identified religious intolerance and fanaticism, poverty, unemployment and heterogeneity
nature of Nigeria as the causes of religiaunises in the country. The various religious crises led to lost of lives and
property, lack of peace, the image of the country is dented in the international community. No meaningful
development can take place in a country with the problem of inseendtpreak down of law and order.
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An Analysis of Nigeria Politics with Particular Reference to Religious Remedy
By

Dr. Ahmed, Sampson
&
Mr.Akanletayo Dare.
Department of Christian Religious Studies
Kogi State College of Education, Ankpa.

Abstract
This paper intends to amplify the general feelings anidiggrians, especially the educated ones
and the watchers of the sogqiolitical, economic and religion currents that the treatment of
religion and perhaps only religion can make the nation survive and bring National development.
The aim of this paper is tdiscuss the fundamental issues involved in the relationship that exist
between religion and politics in the face of National development. The methodology used in this
work is historical phenomenological. The finding shows that nearly all academic dischyzs
their root in the Bible, politics not an exception. The paper examines the negative attitudes of
adherent of religion to politics and political development which invariably has affected National
development. The paper also reveals how religion (GthEyjugh useful recommendation could
help salvage the present situation and bring about National development.

Key Words: Nigeria politics and National Development.

Introduction

It is often asserted that it is Impossible to divorce compléeljgion from politics in any society. This is
because moral values which is the bedrock of any religion, often appeal to the conscience of the political actor.
Okogie. (1988) corroborates that in Nigeria today, the burning desire is that since the tosntya fisecul ar s
religious influence should be completely taken off from political decisions and activities.

As a matter of fact, in principle, the idea appears possible but in real practice, it seems impossible since
political actors in Nigeria arbBuman beings with religious conscience even when religious elements are removed
from political actors since such moral traits are integral parts of their upbringing. In an ideal situation, mutual
relationship between religion and politics in any socistgxpected to lead to positive development. Our point of
argument here is that religion has the tendency of helping political actors to arrive at more rational decisions that are
capable of promoting National development. The aim of this paper is to glitmifundamental issues involved in
the relationship that exist between religion and politics in the face of National development.

In Nigeria, there exist three main religions: African Traditional Religion, Islam and Christianity. Among
these religionsAfrican Traditional Religion is the original religion of the Africans while the other two are imported
from the Middle East. The pity of it all is that these foreign religions have almost sent the original religion to
oblivion. It is like a stranger coming drive the owners from their ancestral land. This paper will however, not
consider religion in totality, that is, it will not be considering all the three religions mentioned above. It will rather
focus specifically on Christianity and Islam, which wensider have negative attitudes towards political
participation. As a corollary to the above, Adeniyi(1993) noted that religion and politics had played andcontinued to
play vital roles in the socioultural and geographical development of many activitfdsitdical leaders. They are a
good example of political leaders who used Religion to achieve National development in their own time which this
paper will examine in details.

God as The author Of Politics: Biblical and Quaranic Evidence

On Christian parcipation in politics, It has long been a serious question among Christians in Nigeria
whether they should actively participate or not. The generality of Nigerian Christians believe that politics in the
world in general and contemporary Nigeria in patticus a dirty game that does not befit a devout Christian. In
more recent times, however, due to the deplorable gmditical and economicsituations, everywhere in the nation
is about politics. Hence, we t hiemingdlitcs new rmoeeahart befere fore e d f o
the purpose of national development.

From the Christian point of view It is very clear that from the beginning of creation, God has not
condemned politics, from the book of (Genesis1:28), man as a spiritual bangr@ated to dominate all creations
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and to control and administer the natural resources of the world created for him. In order for man to achieve this
goal, God doubtless, gave him the wisdom or power of intellect and organisation. Christians shorddHalidnis

power has been fully sanctified in them. Biblical evidence of men who God had used to participate in politics in
their era such as Daniel, Esther, Joseph, Moses and Joshua should serve as a potential source of inspiration to any
devout Christn in politics.

Time will not permit us to take their political account one after the other, but of noteworthy is the case of
Daniel. Daniel asserted that God sometimes put the best men in authority (Dan. 4:13:17) so that at the end, the living
may knowthat the most High God rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He wills and sets over it the
lowliest of men. Daniel was a Jewish exile who became a state man and who on account of his faith in God,
distinguished himself above all the other states during the reign of King Darius and Cyprus of Persia and
Babylon. As prime minister in Babylon, he was Jealous and held at great esteem by the unbelievers among whom he
worked.

Obviously, if not for Daniel who was in the cabinet of the king, the Jewish exi | e woul dnét h:
peace during their captivity. He was strong in his religious beliefs refusing to compromise with corrupt influences to
the extent of been thrown into the |liondbds detersof( Dan. 6)
sterling qualities that in their own time, actively participated in governance of kingdoms and performed credibly to
the glory of God even in the midst of unbelieving and rebellious citizens.

From the Islamic point of view too, Islam as a religgamnot be divorced from politics for there are many
injunctions in the Holy books of Islam that cannot be implemented without a constituted authority to implement
them. Cases like adulterers if caught with four withesses are to be stoned to death asdeahand practiced by
prophet (SAW), while fornicators be given hundred strips(Q24:2). The Muslims used Quranic laws, while the
Christians use the Gospel. These are indications that both the Muslims and Christians recognise that God is the
author of politcs.

Recent trend in politics had made many devout Christians to shy away from politics because prevailing
situations appears to make them compromise their faith. Few among this recent trend are; Nigerians generally began
to see politics as a do or die mess as a result of this, Nigeria has become a raw display of crude power acquired
illegally through electoral malpractices such as rigging, thuggery, intimidation and victimization of political rivals.
Cases abound of politicians who are often hiredeeitty political parties or the contestants. Apart from this, the
electorates demand bribe from the political aspirants while different political parties demand very high non
refundable deposits from anyone that seek nomination into any elective politstalApvery good example is the
two dominant political parties in this forth coming election in 2019.

All these practices are essentially at variance with real religious principles. This system automatically
closes the avenue for any capable Christiam wiay want to serve. In the face of these, any devout Nigerian
Christian is bound to abhor politics especially as practiced in contemporary Nigeria and they even justifiably refer to
it as a O6dirty gamed. Al so, fipdiretisp adcduntabilityajustice, equity,efars no |
play as vital ingredients for efficient governance of the people.

Rather, what we often see being displayed and perpetuated in the most frivolous manner by these political
actors are vices such as corropti nepotism, tribalism, oppression, injustice, selfishness, greed and ostentatious
display of wealth at the expenses of the masses. This kind of attitude negates national development.

Conceptualization of Religion

Religion is a social phenomenon whiancerns every human being. It has been with man and he could not
survive without it. Most scholars have expressed conceptual difficulties involving the definition of religion as a
result; there is no acceptable universal definition that can accommodate alisciplines such as sociology,
theology, anthropology, psychology philosophy and so on. Religion can mean one thing to a theologian which will
make him to develop a different meaning. The way each of these discipline understands religion wilheetermi
their approach to it.

Afolabi(2015) affirms that many scholars have postulated several definitions of religion. However, there is
no concise meaning for it because there are problems in defining religion. In fact, Idowu (1973) argues that religion
is adifficult topic to handle, whether we are considering its connotation, its origin or its definition. Another author

Wal i (1989) asserted that religion is a peoplebs way
Religion controls mamiits entirety. Man cannot do without religion regardless of what man beliefs in.

Madu (2003) observed that dAreligion means mands r ec
it were created the universe, sustain, preserves, provides for tleeurgve 0 . General ly, religior

and practice, the common element in the mind of adherent of religion is that all believe in a supernatural
being.Ayantayo (2009) corroborates that religious beliefs are evident in religious dogma, oregctjon and
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principles Adesina (2005)on the other hand observed that religion ethics are the moral principles which guide
religion and set standard for what is and what is not acceptable behaviours. Religion being a belief system must be
held by a groupf people who admittedly share its teaching.

Religion constitutes one of the living springs of human life which has influenced and will continue to direct
the course of peopledbs |lives in diver se FwathsPlatoRe | i gi on
Philosophical point of view, religion is the belief in the form of God, a divine Mind and Will which is central to the
existence of the universe and holds moral relations with human kinds. Religion is also seen as that which grows out
of, and gives expression to experience of the holy in its various aspects.

Religionin a Greek word e u s eadneahimgidevotion or reference towards God. It holds promise of the
life and that which is to come. Looking at religion from this view point, madiégion to be a universally acclaimed
concept in all cultures in any political system world over.

Emil Durkheim observed that religion is a unified system of belief and practices relative to sacred things.
For Durkheim, religion act to pull people toget; mentally and physically in the form of religious services or
assemblies. By so doing, religion is able to reaffirm collective morals and belief in the mind of all members of the
society.

Hughes et al (1999) on the other hand asserted that the dasréal do with that aspect of social realities
that are set apart and forbidden while the profane are those aspects of social realities that are everyday common
place. For the purpose of this study, religion relate any group of people with common belighaetice which
unite into one single moral community and those who adhere to them as a religious body.

Religion has been indispensable phenomena in Nigeria. It has become an important factor in political
discuss, the influence of religion is not onigited to politics but its power influences virtually all other facets of
life. All over the country, religion plays an important role in the daily life of our citizens, the way they interact with
one another, our choice of dressing, food and politicenaxstly affected by religion.

Politics

Politics is a methodology and the activities associated with running a government, an organization or a
movement. Politics can also be seen to be the profession of conducting political affairs. It cansaleo he a
political manoeuvres or diplomacy between people, groups or organizations especially involving power, influence or
conflict. The two proponents of these word O6Politicsé
traditional Greeksense means quest for what is good in the governance of the people or the society. They believe
that ethics cannot be divorced from religion and politics. It means that Ethics refers to the best way to live and
interact with people in a society.

Politicsis further viewed as the activity through which people make, preserve and amend the general rule
under which they live. As such, politics is an essentially social activity, inextricably linked on the one hand to the
existence of diversity and conflict, don the other hand, to a willingness teaperate and act collectively. Politics
reqguires a constitution and the political parties. It
the state which constitute an individual.

From tre time immemorial, religion and politics have-existed and have even been experienced and
practiced as one entity in the history of mankind.Before delving into the main discussion, it is pertinent to examine
these two key wor dsin thaireligina oradead situmtionl. In diher Wards,iitchasébecome
impendent to understand the context that these words were used and put into work as understood by those who put
them forward. This will enable us to understand whether the way these twis w@ understood and practiced
today is the same as what the proponent meant. Having viewed it this way, we can now judge for ourselves whether
the part, the executors of these two key words, the Nigerian politicians and the various religious leadiatly esp
Islam and Christianity will foster national unity.

Political Development in Nigeria Since 1960

Nigeria became an independent Nation 6nOttober 1960. Since then, the country has been ruled by
sixteen leaders. The first being the late Prediddmamdi Azikiwe while at the time of writing this paper, the
Nigerian leader is President Muhammad Buhari. These leaders include both the civilian and the military. The
country has not had it peaceful since she attained her independence. EthnicityitiBavdeligious inclinations,
corruption on the part of the leaders and the led, thuggery, and embezzlement of money, immoral behaviours,
rigging of election results and all other vices characterized the Nigerian Nation. For example, Nigerians ak expecte
to go to the poll on the 16 Feb 2019 to elect the President, Senators and members of the House of Representatives.
On the night of the election, the INEC suspected a foul play that the election has been rigged; she postponed the
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election to the followingweek. These have caused instability in Government, hence the change in baton from
civilian (Democracy) to Military and Military to Civilian Government

Religion and Palitics in the Nigerian Context: Negative Application of the Concept and Challenge to Nanal
Development.

From the various views expressed and that of the protagonist politics explain earlier, it would seem that
politics as played in Nigeria today has deviated from the normative standard it is said to achieve. Manus (2006)
observed that iour case here in Nigeria, people have jettisoned the traditional ethical dimension and responsibilities
of politics that Greek civilization had bequeathed to the world. Political scientist believes that man is a political
animal. This means that we canrdu without politics as well as religion in our everyday life. Afolabi (2015)
affirms that therefore since we make use of each of them in our daily activities, we tend to politicised religion and
religionized politics. Onyekpe (1998) corroborates that tieggle for power which itself is the authority to
determine or formulate and execute decision and politi
for power of governance especially executive authority. Politics is all about contitubriguand supremacy. In
every area of human life, politics is played either in the home, church, school, mosque, office, organization and so
on.

Harold Lasswell, also affirmed that ipolitics is wl
Lasswell, applying it to Nigerian political experience, one can summit that the politicians have been using various
means including religion to hold on to power. Politics has therefore been use for the promotion of self
aggrandizement in the name of gets widten and how?

Dell (2002:8) sees politics as having to do with efficient organisation and judicious administration of the
collective affairs of the organised human community. This was the conception of ancient philosopher such as Plato
(470:399 BC). Thee early views emphasized what politics is ought to be rather than what it actually is. Olateye
(2008:35) sees politics as a science or act of management of public affairs. These politicians naturally form
themselves into groups called parties, each wifferént ideals of its own and divergent methods of realizing those
ideals. Kolawole (1998:25) holds the view that in a democratic society, citizens entrust their representatives with the
management of affairs by voting in candidates of their politicalceharhis therefore connotes that, for national
integration and development to be attained, politics must be fairly played to accommodate the verdict of the
electorate. However, the reverse is the case in Nigeria political trend

According to Abogunrin (201) today the national Assembly, the state house of Assemblies and the local
government councils have become a boxing arenas and centres of hooliganism where thugs are occasionally brought
in to deals with political opponents. In most cases the fight & thesharing of funds and positions. He further
asserted that members of these assemblies commit crimes with impunityand arrogances, as if being in position of
authority is synonymous with being above the law. The senseless display of power, ego, arangaitigotten
wealth has become the way of demonstrating importance in Nigeria; though in most cases there is nothing to show
to justify their election.

It is an eyesore if one watches the Television to see what happens in our state and Nationddlidssem
Legislators that are expected to make laws to guide the conduct of human behaviours in the Nigeria society breach
the law. They fight and rein all sort of insults on each other, the irony of it is that this groups of people are supposed
to be the Ight and salt of the society as stated in (Math 54148The present National assembly under the regime
of President Muhammad Buhari is the most hard hit in this direction. Right from the unset, the Senate is bisected
with the problem of Senate leader,K8la Saraki which nearly wrecked the Senate. Again is the problem of Senator
Dino Melaye, master minded by Governor Bello of Kogi State. The problem of the Cabals who are the men behind
the mask is another that is wrecking the ship of the nation. Thenpfgskari Administration is insensitive to the
popular voices. In preparing for the 2019 general elections in the country, he has made sensitive changes in the
government the recent being that of Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) leatter mmdoval of
the chief Judge of the Federation Onuoghen Samuel Walter which has attracted condemnation from Nigerians and
International Organisations including the United State of America.

Ethnicity, partisanship, religion and others are brought to ipetire politics of this nation. Our political
leaders surround themselves with all manners of security agents such as the police, the soldiers and thug, because
their policies and actions donot g o do wn evenespirituallwi t h t h
from cultic powers to avoid being killed. Our politicians fail to acknowledge that protection belongs to God for if
the Lord does not watch over a house, the watchman watches in vain and if the Lord does not build a house the
builder bulds in vain

Sycophancy, bosdfcking and hypocrisy are some of the features of Nigeria politics today. To be a
successful politician today, one has to learn the act of deceiving the followers and must be a successful liar,

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Pagel4d



Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

promising the people what thégpow that when they are put in the desired office, they will not fulfil. The irony of

the whole thing is that because of the level of poverty in the country especially during the regime of president
Buhari, the electorate knowing that these politicians lea@ yet, they sell their vote to them not minding the
demands on the effect of their action on them in the future. Like Esau in the holy bible (Gen 25v31). When they
eventually win and come to the throne, their behaviours will be like that of PharaglypiftBat dealt cruelly with

the Israelite (Exodus 1v8). Such politicians bite the fingers that fed them.

Abogunrin (2001) corroborates that many people no longer vote according to their conscience, rather, most
of the votes quite often go to the highbgtders. Internal rankling, divisions and lack of party discipline weakened
each of the existing political parties. These have affected objectivity and fairness in treating some important national
issues. Some issues that are of interest to the populaataaped in law courts treated with levity because of the
personality involved. A good example is the impounded goods by the Nigerian Customs and Exercise sometimes in
2017. Among the contents are arms and ammunitions, police and army uniforms anét sfasealleged that those
items were ordered by Governor Bello of Kogi State. To the best of our knowledge, Kogi state has not being
authorised to establish a state police and army, why did he purchase those items on a large scale diverting the money
meart for the salaries of civil servant and development of infrastructure in the state into an act that will perpetuate
him in the office? Because he has the backing from a superior power, nothing is heard about a matter that could have
ended his crimes. No wder when president Buhari returned from his overseas medical-upe&overnor Bello
of kogi state was the first and only the governor that declared a public holiday in the country.

Favouritism is the order of the day in Nigeria today. The Buhari ddtration fight against corruption is
targeted towards his opponent. The hullaballoo about Senator Dino Malaye is all because he says the truth about the
evils going on the state and the incumbent governor is the right hand man of the President. Evidériize seen
in the number of times the president took him along himself on overseas trips and his loitering around Aso Villa as if
he is the vice president.

Our politicians are blind as they pay deaf ears to the yearning and aspirations of the pgopdadh
Instead of looking for ways to solve the malady the country has been plunged into, our political leaders resorted to
religious and tribal politics because that is the easiest way of diverting attentions from the real issues at stake, Many
examplesabound. The problems of insurgency, the Boko Haram is said to have both political and ethnical and
religious undertone. Even though mosque is sometimes burnt down by the perpetrators of this satanic act, the
Christians bear the major brunt. For examplé,ttee Chibokgirls whisked away by the fake soldiers were all
Christians. The enforcement of Sharia law in Zamfara and some parts of the country has religious undertone. The
aborted move though still in the pipeline to join the Organisation of Islamict@eanfOIC) has both political and
religious inclinations. Today, the activities of the Fulani herdsmen are a household discussion. There is no nook and
cranny of this country that the Fulani herdsmen menace is not felt. One of the Nigeria leadersdpiNigesi is
our country, we have no other country to go, so we must stay to salvage the country together.

Each tribe in this country has their own land. The Hausa/Fulani to the north, the Igbos lives in the east, the
Yorubads | i ves nihamiddleoelt andetisetsqutbauth. hit és mat godly that because you have the
power and backing of a superior power, you forcefully occupy and drive people from their ancestral land. Land
tenure is highly valued in Nigeria as it was in Israel as semn the story of Ahad and Nabothlking21%2In
Nigeria today, the Fulani herdsmen palaver is everywhere. They have sophisticated weapons, they carry their AK47
in the open as if they are licensed to display it that way and nobody check them. The goveeemesrib be silent
on the injuries inflicted on the law abiding citizens of this country by the Fulani herdsmen. Many examples abound
such as the Agatu/Fulani rivals in Benue state, the killings of the Tivs in Benue state, the attack on the people of
Abejukolo in Kogi State, the incessant rivalry between the Fulani and the people of Adamawa state to mention but a
few are good examples of how religion, politics and perhaps ethnicity could be employ as instruments to govern the
Nigerian nation. This could bgeen as a system of divide and rule. Other area that the Futhabitowith the
indigenes that trouble on a large scale has not escalated is just a marriage of convenience.

Many families cannot afford the three square meals. There are cases of ffiad thest part of the
country especially in Kogi state under governor Bello administration supported by a higher authority. Many parents
could not afford sending their children to schools. Millions of Nigerians including family heads are unemployed and
have practically no source of livelihood. Many are ejected from rented houses. According to Ebeh (2006) today, the
average Nigerian family cannot think of owning a house of its own even the most senior officer in government
service has no prospect of owniaghouse if he/she were to rely on his/her honest income. Our youth today are
parading the street and offices with their hard earned certificate seeking for a means of livelihood. Many have joined
bad groups in an attempt to succeed in life. Many areaflgrnihsane as a result of hard things they take to give
them boldness to make ends meet. Ebeh further asserted that today, there is a high dropout rate amongst our youth.
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Worst today, we see our universities, polytechnics, and colleges of educatioatgsadlso hawking for
these menial jobs. Many of them have become security guards, okada and taxi drivers to make ends meet. The
situation of things in this country is that the minimum wage of Nigerian workers is seventeen thousand naira per
month. The Njerian labour congress in 2018 demanded for an urgent implementation of thirty thousand naira as
minimum wage, the struggle to actualize this demand is still on. It is on this note that the Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC) is fighting for increase in wages.

In the face of this ugly situation of our nation, what are our religious leaders doing to avert the crises
situation? How ready are they to proffer solutions to this situation, to this ungodliness in our national life? Instead of
facing the reality of life our religious leaders join the things of secular world. They amass wealth by living on the
toil of the followers and use this wealth affluently. They, like their secular counterpart, send their children to elite
nursery/primary schools and secondary sthavhere they pay as much as one hundred thousand and above. They
think that the acquisition of knowledge is consequent on the amount of money one pays as school fee. These
children have all the modern educational facilities at their disposal includmguters and video projectors. The
children are fed very well and have enough recreation in schools and homes and within Nigeria sometime enjoy
leisure outside Nigeria. Such children live in different Nigerian society and are often out of touch withseut pre
reality.

The above analysis is an indication that religious wars are bound to take place given the situation of things
as they are. The leaders of two main religions in the country, Christianity and Islamic religions are also not helping
matters. Tk well to do leaders lives and acquires their wealth from the toils of the lead. They live a life of affluence
in the midst of the poverty stricken, dejected and frustrated members of their various organisations. Jacob in
Ogungbile and Akinade(2010) cormmtated that it is true that prosperity gospellers do not care about the source of
wealth of their adherents provided they donate bountifully to the coffers of the church. We discover that religious
leaders are caught powering blessing on-ewtities of ysterday who were by virtue of the fact that they found
themselves in public places acquiring vehicles overnight

Adegbesan (2010) in his own submission on legitimization of crimes which has pose challenges to national
development observed that it is oventention that the criminal state of affairs was made possible because of the
attitude and activities of some religious leader which have considered being collusive and permissive: usually, the
proceeds of such successful ventures were shared with theuslieaders. Abogunri on his own part maintained
that the unfortunate thing is that most of these hardened criminals who killed, wound, and defraud are the big men
and women of the church and mosque. Moreover, many church leaders and imams are bad éxawglorship
and will avoid saying anything on the pulpit that will prick the concept of these donors.

Religious Remedy to the Situation

Despite the rather gloomy picture of politics in Nigeria today, it is the contention of this paper that
Christian should not shun politics since the wmding of our Goefjiven Nation lies in the hand of God himself and
He uses people for this purpose. Therefore Christians need not to be scared away from participating actively in the
current Democratic pross in the country because of the general nature of politics in contemporary Nigerian and the
problems this has created. It has to be appreciated that some of these problems are characteristics of a developing
people while others are wordide. And those Wo have the welbeing of the society at heart have been spiritually
called upon to fight against such problems or vices since time immemorial. The destruction of all the obnoxious
aspect of politics thus needs truly committed and devout politicians wdhaetigiously aware that they are
answerable to God for all their works here on earth including their political act.

As we have earlier pointed out, it was God himself who institutionalized politics and He made the kings of
Israel to rule over Israel arather outstanding biblical characters of sterling qualities in their own days who actively
participated in the act of government of kingdoms and performed creditably to the glory of God even in the midst of
unbelieving, corrupt and rebellious citizens. féfere despite the negative aspect of politics, Christians should
emulate and follow the footstep of such God fearing rulers of biblical times, who felt called upon by God to actively
involved in the act of government of their own people in the way ttey di

As we are told, leadership is a call just as a Pastor is a call to the pulpit, and the teacher to the classroom,
the Doctor to the Hospital, the accountant to the financial matters, the maker of all things who knew all things
beforehand. God has equatialled the political gladiators to the position of leadership. Through devout Christians
or those spiritually motivated to step into the political arena of Nigeria for selfless services. God could restore the
lost image of Nigeria and put the countrytbe part of survival and development as in the case of the Israelite. For
Christians not to allow themselves to be used by God for achieving this purpose is invariably shaking Christian
responsibility and challenge. The impact of the Church on the Nigeoarety is generally observed to be
diminishing today unlike the Missionary days. This is primarily as a result of the unwillingness of the Church and
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the devout Nigerian Christians to face t hesholidbel enges
confirmed only the spiritual realm.

Nigerians are proclaimed theists but there seems to be a grossly inadequate translation of this proclamation
into action. We wear garment of religion but by life style we deny the power of religion. Wibontling like the
prophet of doom, We dare say that unless members of the two religious groups retrace their steps to living their
religious tenets, the world may witness another Soviet Union here, national disintegration. The reason will not be
because ware antireligion but because we ignore our religious tenets. Nigerians present emphasis on science and
technology is a noble philosophy and deserves support; its objectives shall be seen in no distant future.

Then we shall become a developed Nation aadmill feel that we have arrived. But it is worthy to caution at this
juncture that the achieved objectives may serve no useful purpose for the Nation so long the government and the
people continue to pay lip service to the importance of religion indwcational system. One such lip service is the
declaration by many top government officers that religion is important in our development, but religion remains an
optional subject at the Senior Secondary School level.

Achebe (1983) has argued that the ldeuwith our nation is simply and squarely a failure of leadership.
Achebe emphatically analysed the trouble and vices present in the nation as tribalism, false image of ourselves,
leadership style, indiscipline and corruption. He emphasized that keepagege Nigerian from being corrupt is
like keeping a goat from eating yam. Such a gloomy picture of the politicians and of politics in Nigeria obviously
put off devout Christians from participation in the political process. The destruction of allnbgials aspects of
politics thus needs truly committed and devout politicians who are religiously aware that they are answerable to God
for all their works here on earth including their political acts.

Therefore, despite the negative aspects of politsjstians should emulate and follow the footsteps of
God-fearing rulers of biblical times as mentioned earlier, who felt called upon by God to be actively involved in the
art of government of their own people in the way they did. Through devout Chriatidrsthers who may also feel
concerned or spiritually motivated to step into the political arena of Nigeria and put the country on the path of
survival and development as in the case of the Israelites. It is worthy of note that Nigerians have prdéaved to
their fate and that of their generation unborn in the hands of those whom they themselves consider to have no
respect for truth, justice, dignity of man and sanity of human life. Believers ought to understand that the roles of the
church and stater@ complementary as both institutions owe their origin to God.

A religious politician is expected to exhibit very high moral standard and should be spiritually guided in his
political activities. In politics, he should see himself as a steward answeéoa@led. His influence in politics is
expected to be massive. This is bound to bring transformation to the nature and pattern of politics in the country.
Hence, Tam David West (1991) rightly argued that if we take religion into politics and politics @ligafn, we
would have purer, cleaner, healthier political culture.

Both Christian and Muslims should individually go into politics guided by ethics or rule and affairs of the
state, with the biblical understanding that there is no authority except @od and those that exist have been
instituted by God (Rom. 13:1). It is in this understanding that Richard (1974) argued that a Christian by his
exemplary life, behaviour and devotion to duty, deserves and obtains the approbation and esteem of tife whole
society. Certainly, there abound names of outstanding Christian personalities who have been actively involved in the
politics of their countries either in Africa or in other parts of the globe, and performed creditably. Doubtless, a few
of such Christia politicians do exist in Nigeria but contention is that in order to make a radical impact in Nigeria
politics, we need more of such devoted Christians to participate actively in the political process of this country that
faced the problem of survival arkvelopment largely because of the corrupt and selfish attitude of many of our
politicians.

The situation in Nigeria today is such that Christians can no longer close their eyes, shut their mouths and
only pray, hoping that things will change for thetbetindeed as a crusade, we need Christians with armour of God
to be actively involved in the political process of this country to ensure social justice. This they can do by actively
participating in the formulation of government or party policies. Bycped we mean, in this context, plan of action,
statement of aims and ideals made by government or political parties, then we need honest and God fearing people
to make the right policies that will make the nation righteous before God and so be exaltdesaaed. This will
consequently put her on the path of meaningf ul and end
nation but sin is a reproach to any peopleo (Proverbs

It is true that in an unjust society, silence is a crigig)( There is no doubt that the price honest people pay
for keeping silent and not getting involved in the politics of their society is to be ruled by dishonest men. The book
of proverbs made it clear that when the righteous are in authority the pejopte it when the wicked rule the
people mourn (Proverbs 29:2) Proverbs also says that when the wicked are in authority transgression increases but
the righteous will look upon their downfall (Proverbs 19:11).
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Today, the economy of the nation is in a mesile the educational system is at the verge of total collapse.
In this situation, devout Christians should see themselves as those divinely called upon to judiciously manage part of

the Lordds earth and its r es o torapasitve dhange thathvdl paweotmmwayn g oo d

for sociceconomic and political development that will ensure national development. It should be emphasize that
Christians should now take up the challenge of giving solutions to religious;esmamomic and pdlcal issues by
showing good examples not only in their individual lives but in the political arena. The glamour for National unity
cannot be achieved in a situation that the nation found itself. In a country where the fear of God is removed, where
mutualdistrust reign and there is no love for others, nation and integration leading to unity will be a mere preaching.
Economically, if the fire of religious intolerance is put off today, the Nation will achieve economic growth since
Nigerians will have full onfidence to trade to the north, south east and west without fear of losing anything to
religious #fAfanaticso. Contract awards wil!/l no | onger
harmony will determine not only internal cordial relatibut also determine the kind of relationship Nigerians will
foster with the outside world.

It will discourage the night cover of registering the Nation with a club which would suggest religious
preference. Above all it will wardff the seemingly one sidi economic orientation towards one religion. Religion
harmony or mutuality will discourage the thought of the adoption of a state religion. As a Burmese cabinet Muslim

|l eader noted; iThe adoption of a st adrecand nmoie degnandsbasei | |
on religion. o
Recommendations

d

(o]

Our di scussion so far has revealed that there coul

religious leaders are both involved in the problems the country finds itself. Nationdbmlaeat in this ugly
situation is far from attaining. It is like a spiritual bondage from which only God can deliver us. For national

development to take place, we advise that there is a need for genuine repentance and change of heart on the part of

every citizens of the country in order to avoid bleslded and ultimate disintegration. By so doing God will be
reverend, humanity will be valued, harmonious existence among our citizens will be achieved and national
development would be a reality.

In this coutry, there must be a positive change of attitude as people turn to God. Abogunr incautioned that
those who have stolen should like Zachaeus returned what they stole (Luke9)l@g8political and religious
leaders, we must come together to fashion outrproges that will lead to national development. Ebeh rightly

observed that the prophets in Nigerian society today
| e

voi celessod such as the pastors, P rdutyebsundsto preaah thentsuth #on d
their immediate subjects and the entire Nigerian society. By so doing, they are exhibiting their call by God to such
offices.

Religious and political leaders should show good examples they should not compromise witbrgvild
they should evangelise the nation not only with their sugar coated tongues but by their actions for they are supposed
to be light of the world, this will enhance national development. Nigerians should first and foremost realise that they
have a creatr (God) to whom they are going to give account on the last day. This will serve as a guide in whatever
decision they will take for national development.

We also recommend that the basis of gaining political power must be based on the ability to wéhorm
good moral standard. It should not be based on religious identity. Religious leaders should act as watch dogs to
political office holders by guiding them against unacceptable practice that can jeopardise political development not
mending with politics

Conclusion

This paper has observed the role Religion and Politics play in the National life. We discovered that the
compromise reached between Religious leaders and Politicians to perpetuate evil does not augur well for National
development. The feaf &od is not seen in both the leaders and the led and as a result, we put forward some useful
suggestions which if followed, will bring about National development. We advise that all hands be on the deck to
ensure that everybody does what is right sotti@nation will grow. This will enhance national development.

All human effort to inculcate morality and the fear of God which will lead to human and spiritual growth
has failed. We grope in the dark looking for the way while God is the way, the tditiearNigerians needs to turn
to God in earnest, abide in His word, doing His will. If our religious and political leaders and the generality of the
people in this great country Nigeria will sincerely repent from doing evil of all sorts that are higtilighhe paper,
will turn to God, He will forgive Nigerians and heal our land. (2 chron. 7v14) If my people which are called by my
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name shall humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, anavill forgive their sins and will heal their land. This will link well for National development.
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Abstract
Poverty, death, underdevelopment, crisis and a host of societal challenges have no religion, rather
the playerso6 i he politca and oetigioestlifestyld feature§ in the kind of
development eminent in Nigeria. The prevalent religions practice in Nigeria are Christianity and
Islam, the traditional worshippers are present with traditional practices that have an aspect of
impact in the lifestyle of those practicing it. The two major religion have played vital roles in the
disposition and development ofthe country.This paper is focusing on the political impact of the
major religions practice in Nigeria in terms of their cdnitions to development. The paper uses
secularism theory to analyze how religion can be usedto affect the development of Nigeria. In
conclusion, the paper recommends the shifting from the umbrella of religion to the acceptance of
the existence of humayiffirst, respect for human relation that sees the good and gains of each
other which will harness the resources of each region irrespective of its religious practice for
greater development.

Keywords: Religion, Politics, Bigotry, Threat, National devetoent.

Introduction

Nigeria holds political and economic prominence in Africa. A major oil producer with a population of 180
million (2015) and more than 250 ethnic groups, Nigeria is home to millions of Christians, Muslims, and adherents
of indigenous religions. With complicated relations between Christians and Muslims in the Northern and central
regions of the country, Nigeria is one ééasedtcontictamd r | d 6 s
reconcil i at i odgenobdudidiousnstruatured aré integral to the formation of the modern Nigerian
state and society(Vaughan,2016, p. 1)

The sojourn of religion into Nigeria met traditional mode of worship being practiced differently at all
regions. This is where convensis started withteaching and practicing of how to read and write. The Christian
missionaries are accused of paving the path for colonial masters. Islam had a sweep of Northern Nigeria with Sokoto
Jihad establishing the Islamic rites and dealings. The grgaf the Nigerian level of development hangs on the
religious beliefs of the populace, this is shown in the kind of education, politics played around the various
regions.Since the colonial masters left Nigeria, the leadership tussle hasbeen draggetharthwee major regions
who share differentfaith. The problems of religious intolerance have continued to grow in Nigeria, most crisis with
different outlooks ends up settling on the basis of religious differences.

The paper examined the political impadtthe major religions on the development of Nigeria and alsoto
see how religious conflicts have affected the areas mostly affected by such conflicts. Most of the conflicts happen
along side the destruction of environment and the loss of human life.pee psing secondary method of data
collection scouted journals, texts and internet materials.

The political, economic and social development undergone in Nigeria cannot be separated from the
religious background of the people. The paradigm of measuringdiitecal awareness of each region in Nigeria
must be traced to their religious exposition. Notwithstanding, there are elections in Nigeria that crisscrossed the
religious scepter in Nigeria. The election of 1993 of Moshood Kashimawo Olawole Abiola shid Bafawas one
of its kind, Abiola won across all the regions becoming one of the most accepted elections that Nigeria witnessed
without regional nor religious bias and consideration. Also, the 2015 general elections had an acceptable outlook
even with he circumstances that surrounded the elections which were overlooked base on the majority will of the
populace.

The politicization of religion by the state has shown the support for an unending crisis scenario, especially
in states where there exists higtiolerance in the sharp divide within the dominant regions. Until there is deep
acceptance and consideration of different faith, there will continue to be suspicion with great features of an
endangered society.
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Conceptual clarification

No doubt, religim is ubiquitous. Nevertheless, attempting to offer a definitionof religion which captures
all and only what are taken to be religion is notoriously difficult. Central to some religions is a personal God and
other spiritual entities; for other religionsgtie is no God or spirits at all. Some religions view the eternal, personal
existence of the individual in an afterlife as paramount to understanding Ultimate Reality and much more important
than temporary earthly existence. Others see what we tthisitife as fundamental, with little if any consideration
of thehereafter. Other differences among the religions abound. But as diverse as religions are, several components
seem to be central to the world religions: it is a system of beliefs, the breaking itrasfscendent reality, and
human attitudes of ultimate concern, meaning, and purpose. Given these three elements, the following perhaps
captures what most take to be the essence of the concept of redigieligion involves a system of beliefs and
practices primarily centered arounda transcendent Reality, either personal or impersonal, which provides ultimate
meaningand purpose to lif®eister,2009p. 6.)

Religion as manés intuition of the sacredinand ul't
concrete life. (Ejizu (1993p.1).

On the other part, politics like religion means different things to different people but with specific
agreement on some features. According to Laswell ds f an
when and how.". The society depends on the sharing formula the leadership adopts to enjoy resources when bias
indices are employed, it calls for serious conflict.

According to David Easton politics is Athe authorit

Ojukwu, C.etal, (2003, p. 12) defines politics as all activities that are directly or indirectly associated with
the emergence, consolidation and the use of power.

These definitions points to the interest that exist in the society not minding the rebgickground of the
players. Religion is quick to determine how politics is directed in most cases in Nigeria.

Development can be viewed in two direction, as a state or a continuous process. Development is not a
purely economic stance but also a multidisienal process involving reorganization and reorientation of the entire
economic and social system.On the side of National development encompasses the whole aspect of development.

Bigotry is a word that def i ne srydefinesitascthe stateioftmindsf of a
a bigot, also, acts or beliefs, characteristics of a bigot. A bigot is a person who obstinately or intolerantly devote to
his or her own opinion and prejudices; especially one who treats or regard the members pf(@gyeowacial or
ethnic group) with hatred and intolerance.

The population in the religion will continue to grow into generations, if the population grows without
acceptance and harmony, the inherent nature of peace and cohabiting values predispdgestagecto all, then
humanity will lose existence to the protection of religion.

According to Ejenobo (1993p. 21.) Afone is forced
element in the life of a developing nation. What should be the redaijpioetween religion and politics? Can the
two be married together for the soce&conomic and political growth of a nation? Or should they be separated since
religion has been perceived in certain quarters as a destructive factor in the politicidewasltitis country.

The multifarious nature of religion makes it difficult to know why the believers of some religion never
accept or tolerate others. This alone has resulted into so many deadly conflicts in Nigeria that people died in great
numbers. Re reality remains that Africa and Africans have divided lines in religion but are also connected at
different ends that makes life meet their growth and development.

To achieve greater development, the understanding and acceptance of interreligitiosgradist be
emphasized to allow the values inherent in each religion to be exhibited in political system.(Frans 2001. pg. 32.)
Africa is a continent where 40 percent of the people are Muslims, 40 percent are Christians (14,5% Catholics) and
20 percent & adherents of Indigenous Religions; where religious extremism is growing,both in Islam and in
Christianity, but where dual allegiance (syncretism) is the religious orientation of the majority; where Christianity
grows fast but Islam grows faster; whererthis a real battle raging between Islam and Christianity to win the hearts
of the 6untouchedd, but where Indigenous Religions r em;

Theoretical Framework

This paper usessecularism theoryattalyze the expectations of how the Nigerian society can live and
accept each otherés religion without suspicion. Second
and internet materials where consulted to expose useful information abmgtcssities of peaceful coexistence.
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Secularism theory in the 2kentury has called for diverse dimensions, in the context of this paper, the
opinion of Philips (2011 p. 6) Secularism is a political philosophy that addresses the relationship bdigieen re
and the state: put briefly, it advocates the separation of religion from the state.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Secularism is a political philosophy that addresses the relationship
between religion and the state: put briefly, it advoc#ttesseparation of religion from the stafecularism as
defined in the MerriarWebster dictionaryis the "indifference to, or rejection or exclusion of, religion and religious
considerations." As a philosophy, secularism seeks to interpret life ocipbem taken solely from the material
world, without recourse to religioin political terms, secularism is the principle of the separation of government
institutions and persons mandated to represent the statefrom religious instantionsligious digitaries(the
attainment of such is termed secularity). Under a brief definition, Secularism means that governments should remain
neutral on the matter of religion and should not enforce nor prohibit the free exercise of religion, leaving religious
choiceto the libertyof the people. One manifestation of secularism is asserting the right to be free from religious
rule and teachings, or, in a state declared to be neutral on matters of belief, from the imposition by government of
religion or religious practies upon its people.Another manifestation of secularism is the view that public activities
and decisions, especially politiaahes, should be uninfluenced by religious beliefs or practices.

To separate religion, the state is to allow the expression aeddm of people in the society without
picking offence in their way of life. There should be strict adherence to the rights of individuals rather than beliefs.

The criticisms of this theory are that, secularism seeks to exclude all religion from hawaggirathe
public debates or a place in public life. Another criticism is that secularism seem to take side with Christianity as
being the most persecuted religion. Philips (p. 13,14. 2011)

Brief history of religious conflicts in Nigeria.
According to Gwama, (2010), the quest for political space and influence, competition for scarce resources
and conflict of values have expressed themselves even in religious conflicts. The 1970s marked a watershed in
Nigeria, while some see the collapse of oil boom yearpatly responsible for religious conflicts. The 1980s
sparked off the Maitasine riot in Kanoas intedigious conflict among Muslims which later spread to other northern
cities. The death toll and general carnage in the Maitasine riot introduced yheiolent and brutal execution of
religious conflicts later in Nigeria. It was the 1987 Kafanchan religious riot which introduced a dangerous dimension
of religious crisis between Christians and Muslims, this was referred to as the civilian equivalenbafigp d 6 ®t at .
The Kafanchan riot shook the foundation of interreligious peace in Kaduna State and some parts of northern Nigeria.
The 1990s on the other hand marked another face in Nigeria. Bauchi (1991), Kano (1991, 1994}, Zangon
Kataf (1992), and othairisis using sophisticated weapons, and hired machineries from neighboring countries. Most
analyst see the long military presence in Nigeria as responsible for the brutality exhibited in religious crisis. The
recent radicalization of religion through viakekillings and ethnic crisis using sophisticated weapons, points to the
negative hangover of the on the Nigerian polity.
The new millennium started on a violent note in respect of religious experience in Nigeria. Most of these
crises have been sharia teld, with Kaduna and Tafawa Balewa crisis of 2000 and 2001, the most devasting. The
2001 Jos September crisis was also a religious conflict which shook on other factors of ethnicity to dangerous
dimensions, resulting into loss of lives and property. Rafigilso played a major role in the November 2008 crisis
in Jos. In fact, within the middle belt region, Kaduna has emerged the hottest boiling point of religious crisis, even
2018 was very hot in crisis.
Vaughan (2016, p. 17) oepcomnaunitiest irh this WeStTAlfriean tegiomisor y o f
characterized by interwoven religious, social, and political strands that reflect entrendradchies of power
integrated into communal, kinship, gender, and class identitiesand conditioned by spatiahagchpbic factors.
In this dynamic process, Nigeriabs formidable Muslim ;:
history, expanding Nigeriabés chronology to fully incor
of the turbulent nineteenth century into the processes of Nigerian state formation. The critical foundation in the
making of modern Nigeria was constructed on the convergence of two monumental world religious movements that
transformed the Nigerian region, diag in the nineteenth century. These were the celebrated Islamic reformist
movement that established the Sokoto Caliphate in the Hausa region of Northern Nigeria and a Christian evangelical
missionary movement that gave impetus to the social transfamatticoastal southwest Nigeria, beginning in the
second half of the nineteenth century. Although shaped by regional and global forces, these religious movements
had enduring consequences for the diverse peoples of the Nigerian region because theyp weodualts of the
internal dynamics among the local communities that would later constitute the modern Nigerian state and society.
Usman Dan Fodio was looked upon for both religious and pollical direction. He approved the giving of
pollical power to onlyhose who will rule in accordance to Islamic laws and injunctions, these formed the habit of

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Page22



Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

the northern religious leaders even those who succeeded him traded more stringently along these paths. The
activities in the northern area in politics has a ditedt to the religious leadership. Most conflictual cases are
preferred to be addressed from the emirés pal ace.

(Kukah1993 p.13) Being the basis for the foundation of the caliphate as has been pointed out, its
importance in political competition remains iwalled. The realization of its potency led the ruling elite to cast
political opposition in religious terms. Those who were outside the orbit of the Nigerian People Congress (NPC)
were considered were cast in demonic idioms, they were traitors. Theusligieals of the caliphate had become
incarnated within the NPC and its political manifesto. They were accused of departing from God.

The religious leadership in the west and eastern region had little or minute influence on the politics, the
decentralizedystem in operation particularly in the eastern region made it difficult to super impose any decision on
conflictual political matters and otherwise. The ability to challenge the authorities was prevalent.

Interplay of religion and politics

The past thre decades in Nigeria have witnessed diverse conflicts, some, of the very violent type. From
political to economic conflicts, Nigeria has been characterized by communal conflicts often times with ethnic and
religious underpinning. While politically motivateor even economic crisis could easily be understood and
explained, religion and ethnicity have emerged as the constantly used elements in fueling crisis in Nigeria. Religion
is becoming a divisive issue, and constitutes a growing conflict flash poingidesl ideologies and commitments
are indisputably central factors in the escalation ofviolence and evil around the world.(Kimball, 2008 p. 4)

Today religious competition between Christians and Muslims is without doubt a single and most significant
political challenging issue in the country. It has become a major factor of political identity. Nigeria has witnessed
more religiously rooted crisis than any kind, whether political, ethnic or economic. Elite manipulation and quest for
political power has ofterrigggered the populace against each other. Religious fundamentalism has denied any form
of prowess in the entire political setting of the country.

The manipulation of the populace is better stated by (Usman 1987, p. 21) who argued that, controlling the
acton of a person or group without that person or group knowing the goals, purpose and method of thatcontrol and
without even being aware that a form of control is being exercised on them at all, then an essential precondition for
it is ignorance on the paof those who are being manipulated. The particular aspect of social and political reality to
be obscured and mystified depends on the purpose of the manipulation. It also depends on the structure of the
economy and society within which this manipulatientaking place. In the case of manipulation of religion in
Nigeria today the purpose of this manipulation is found in the purposes and function of the classes who do this
manipulation. Nobody denies that the class responsible is the intermediary boargeoisi

This manipulation becomes very easy to carry out with the level of illiteracy the people are exposed to, the
people follow based on the cover of Christian or Muslim not capacity

The intrusion of Islamic sect Boko Haram to the governmemtiigéria have posed so much threat,
belittling the capacity of the state to over come them which in turn categories Nigeria as almost a weak or
failed state.What are their beliefs and demand? This brings us to the drawing board that amidst religious
differences. there exist also intra religious differences.

This notwithstanding, the stern of conflicts in Nigerian politics has a base in the use of religion by
politicians to instigate suppdvbting. Considering the picking of candidates that will represelitiqgad parties,
religious combination and consideration becomes necessary in states with dual faith dominance. The picking of
same religious faith advocates for great failure and
2019 APC andidates. That is to project how sharp divide along the faith cannot be toiled with.

In fact, as settings have become religiously diverse, we find that religious leaders, especially those who
represent longlominant religious majorities, have often disamed the religious tolerance that characterizes liberal
democracy in hopes of preserving or gaining a privileged place for their religious institutions. However, over time,
religious leaders decided that they would be better off if they promoted thehgamdtinfluence of their own
religious institutions by encouraging civic engagement, respect for religious freedom, and separation of religious
and state authority than by seeking cultural and political dominance. In this way, Christian and Muslimsreligiou
leaders in religiously diverse and integrated settings have contributed positively to the prospects for liberal
democracy. (Dowd 2015, p. 2,3)

The effects of religious conflicts to development in Nigeria

The various religious crisis in Nigeria havetlaggative imprints on the polity. These crises have caused
the death of several people with great dreams and visions, it has led to loss of property and disruption of socio
economic life of the Nigerian citizens. This is in addition to threatening theigeof lives. The religious crisis in
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Nigeria have left enduring legacies of tension, insecurity, mutual suspicions, arms buildup and negative inter
religious relationships. Investors relocating out of the country to mention the critical ones.

Since thel980s when religious crisis heightened in Nigeria, people relocated to where they consider safe
areas. These relocations are based on ethnic and religious borderlines, which have serious security implications in
future. This is because battle lines ameadly being drawn for potential war in times of crisis. Today many cities are
patterned along Christiakuslim divides in Nigeria. (Gwamna 2011 p. 11)

Thisis not all in terms of effect to development, also Gwamna says that these dislocations and selocation
have created socieconomic problems as some are thrown out of their jobs. Some of these settlements have also
become a haven of idle hands who constitutes potential bands of armed robbers and other social vices. The
continuous escalation of religioudgis in Nigeria is gradually creating and conditioning people to harbor bitterness
and grievances against each other which has the potential danger of bursting into serious civil war. The obvious spill
over or hangover effects of these crisis have also He=weaponization of the Nigerian state. It is a fact today that
where religious crisis has occurred, a lot of arms have been stockpiled as a measure to either checkmate potential
Afopponentsod or as deterrents tsecemanpmhassdriougseaurdylimpficationss f oe
for the peaceful coexistence of Nigerians.

Notwithstanding there are political parties that have presented candidates who are from same faith to stand
in for the 2019 elections where the population percentag@een the major religion is almost equal, states have
presentedthe playout of n@ualified candidates in terms of having to seek reelection,imposing themselves without
their performances speaking for théraving Jos Plateau state and Kaduna state i)nin

Recommendations

The secular nature of the Nigerian state is rarely known and understood by the citizenry, to first accept
the secularization is to go along way in the premise of reducing the tension, hate and intolerance of other
religions. There must be a level playing ground from all the sect who enjoy the patronage of government to
carry out unjust act against each other.

Politicians must be faced with the punishments and indictment in any attempt of using incisive
speeches against othetigion, there must be strict monitoring of the activities of such politicians.

Religious leaders must reiterate the importance of accepting other religion to their worshippers,
instances where religious leaders are the once instigating their worshippatsthem names must be totally
rejected. They should be peace promoters not otherwise.

The future of the country should be paramount

Conclusion

The systematic use of religion to manipulate the people at the expense of the existence of Nigeria as an
entity, must be disaccustomed with all vigor.If the daily activities of people in a country does not allow the
interrogation of religion to determine if they will buy from a particular person when in the market place, even when
seeking political office inmost instance. Poverty, hunger and death do not consider religion to strike. National
guestion is paramount to the harnessing of the country
devasting clashes that have made its retrogressiondgspe down the drain and catching up with developmental
indices is becoming almost impossible. It is important to know that peaceful coexistence goes along with
development. The environment must accept its differences and get to use it to its advantagtoatidi multiple
direction it has to build up development in pyramid. The low level of national integration must be addressed with
frankly paths that generations will build on to secure a future with greater acceptance of humans first before any
other mans of consideration.
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Abstract
Religious Syncretism has been a persistent issue among Igbo Christians of Nigeria. This is
observable in the double allegiance of faith among many Igbho Chrigparigularly in Christian
and African traditional beliefs and practices. Many Igbo Christians consult diviners for various
reasons: for security and prosperity, to find out the cause of iliness and death, to seek assurances
of life situations, to discoveways of preserving life, and to discover the mind of God for the
future and for oneds destiny. Al so the practice of
different reasons such as: for personal security, protection against childlessness, fapmprotect
against sudden death, sickness and misfortunes, for enhancing ones progress in business.
Traditional oatktaking, among other traditional practices, is also practised by many Igbo
Christians. This paper sets out to critically examine the factors teatesponsible for the
persistence of religious syncretism among Igbo Christians. Data for this work are collected from
both primary and secondary sources. It adopts phenomenological descriptive approach which
brackets resear cher tered hoi spesk fa thdmsealvesl iro thescoudsa bfa g a't
analysis. The work reveals that paramount among the causes of religious syncretism among Igho
Christians are lives threatening factors such as sickness, disease, insecurity and fear.

Key word: Critical Evalwation, Religious Syncretism and Igbo Christians

Introduction

Religious syncretism which refers to a process of combining different religious practices or beliefs has
found its place in Nigeria especially in Igbo land. One needs not to go extra mile before one discovers this mixture
of religious practices especiallyetween Christianity and traditional religious practices among our people. Ejizu
(1992) pointed out that while on the one hand, our Christians denounce the belief in and use of charms, and
vigorously campaign against indigenous religious institutions aadtipes, most of them positively encourage
certain basic attitudes and values that clearly stem from the traditional perception of reality. For the purpose of this
research, we examine critically some of the syncretistic practices among the Igbo andesépractices still
persist after so many years of Christianity. Authentic catechesis of faith and intensified theological enlightenment
remain the best response to syncretistic practices among our Igho society.

According to Got Questions (n.dReligious syncretism often takes place when foreign beliefs are
introduced to an indigenous belief system and the teachings are blended. The new, heterogeneous religion then takes
a shape of its own. This has been seen most clearly in Roman Catholic missiomeyy hadte, for example, the
Roman Catholic Church's proselytizing of animistic South America. Threatened with the fear of death, natives were
baptized into the church by the tens of thousands without any preaching of the Gospel whatsoever. Former temples
were razed, with Catholic shrines and chapels built on the same spot. Natives were allowed to substitute praying to
saints instead of gods of water, earth and air, and replaced their former idols with new images of the Roman
Catholic Church. Yet, the anintis religion the natives had formerly practiced was never fully reptadedias
adapted into Catholic teachings, and this new belief system was allowed to flourish.

The Meaning of Religious Syncretism
The word fisyncretismd according to Asogwa (2008) i s
modern Latinsyncretismus which draws from the Greekynkretsmos meaning fa union of
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Conveniently, it is traced to plutrach, withfre r ence t o cretansé readiness to si.
The term shifted its focus in the 17th century from i
Aincompatibility of di fferent f oecomailes Aristolellan andv Blaonist ar r i e d
philosophers, and catholic and reformed theologians. Later the terni? gedfury, shifted in meaning and usage to

mixing of religious ideas and names of deities in the study of Greek and Roman religion.

From the abwe notion, syncretism comes to be held as a mixing of religions, with its negative
connotations. Against this background, the definition
inadequate. At best, we can only attempt a description of its,Tiwhile Droogers (1989) sees syncretism as
contested religious interpretation. Asiegbu (2000) describes it as a process of combining different religious practices
or beliefs which may lead to (a) a new synthesis or (b) a strengthening, (c) weakenihglissd¢tition of old
allegiances. It is an incorporation of incompatible beliefs from one religion to another, a reconciliation or fusion of
different systems of belief. Religious syncretism therefore, often takes when place when foreign beliefs are
introduced to an indigenous belief system and the teachings are blended.

Patterns of some Syncretic Practices among certain Christians in Igbo land Practice of Divination among
some Christian
From the survey made by Asiegbu (2000) one discover that 50% oflicatb5% of Anglicans, 48% of
Methodists and Presbyterians, and 30% of Christians from independent churches are involved in the practice of
divination. Some Christians have reasons for the practice of divination as follows:
A To find ways of consolidatingersonal security and prosperity.
To find causes of iliness and death.
To seek assurances of life situations.
To discover ways of preserving life and making progress.
To discover the mind of God for the future and for

> > > > >

Divination therefore, liuminates suffering, alleviates doubts, and restores value and significance to their
lives especially in times of crisis. Practice of divination is anlagg problem that is not only found Igbo land but
in all cultures in different ways and various famand therefore is not something new among human beings. Moses,
for instance, warned the people of Israel against the practice of divination in the Old Testament.
There must never be anyone among you who makes his son or daughter pass through fire, who
practices divination, who is a soothsayer augur or sorcerer, who uses charms, consults ghost or
spirits, or calls up the dead. For the man who does these things is detestable to Yahweh your god
(Deut. 18:914).

The catechism of the Roman Catholic Church alsart listed other forms of divination to be rejected:
Recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other Practices falsely supposed to
Aunveil 6 the future. Consulting horoscopes, ast
lots, the pheamena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power
overtime, history and in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate
hidden powers. They contradict the honour, respect and loving fear that we @asl talone
(n.2116).

All forms of divination as listed above, stem from the desire to go beyond human limitations and to
penetrate the unknown and the future with certainly, for Zuesse (1987) divination is an art or a practice of
discovering the personaluman significance of future or more commonly, present or past events. This shows that
divination aims at inquiring into the existential meaning of human lives which can only be achieved through
manipulation and guidance of supernatural ford€asomo (201 observed that Diviners, witethoctors, or
medicinemen also played a key role in protecting life from being diminished by its enemies. Their knowledge and
power would enable them give medicine for curing diseases, exorcism, making an enemy sickitseiasgpf
garden crops or trapped forest animals. They would also give medicine for good fortune, love, success, security of
person and property, and also medicine against sorcery and witchcraft (Peek, 1991: 103). This medicine could be in
form of herb, jarts of animals or birds, charms and amulets. The medicine could be drunk or applied, or hang on
certain parts of the body as in the case of charms, amulets and talisman.

In Igbo land, divination arises from the failure of individuals to cope with tifeictises and insecurity.

This generates the desire in some Christians to sort out their situation and to obtain information about things of the
future from the diviners who are regarded as the agents of unveiling mysteries of human life. For Pa®d®ler (1

6the diviner seeks to interpret the mysteries of i fe
af fairs, and settle dispute to uncover the past and |
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i gba arfemesents apmvotal aspect of traditional religion. According to Metuh (1985) the role of the diviner
is indispensable for the social, political, religious, and the personal life of the Igbo. This explains why it is always
difficult for some people to shg divination off even after conversion to Christianity. Hence, some Christians resort
to divination, not only to obtain knowledge about the future, but also to discover ways of dodging or avoiding
misfortunes, averting dangers, sudden death, ilinesslandting angry or revengeful ancestors.

However, Christiansd participation in this practic:¢
Christian faith part of their daily lives. While some people see it as a sign of poor Christian myssietiaod,
others give the impression that Christian churches lack the power to address their-smtétal problems and
cannot provide directives in times of crisis. Majority of the Igbo writers, blame the seeing dryness of Christian
spirituality, andcontend that Christianity has failed to satisfy the spiritual desires of its members. one agree with
Asiegbu (2000), that the problem lies in how to make Igbo Christians true Christians with their beliefs, and how to
make the rich Christian faith relevatd their materiakpiritual world view. Provided this gap between the two
exists, the practice of divination will continue to be a standing testimony of the crisis of Christian faith.

Practice of Charms alongside Christian faith and sacraments
Asiegbu (2000) carried a survey on the number of Christians of different denominations who support or
make use of charms. The result shows that 60% of 400 Anglican, 60% of 300 Methodists and Presbyterians, 45% of
700 Roman Catholics and 200% of 100 Chaissi from independence churches make use of charms. The reasons for
the use of charm by certain Christians include:
A Personal security
Protection against childlessness
Protection against death
Prevention of sickness and misfortunes
For enhanpmgresgin business s
For attracting immediate intervention of God and other useful mystical powers of the universe.

> > > > >

This shows that in Igho land, there is the use of charms alongside Christian faith and sacraments which is a strong
syncretistic practice anmg our Christians. For these Christians, charms are unavoidable in an environment where
life is insecure and always under constant threat from unknown forces, evil men and W@ker{2013) observed

that since religion provides new values and new satisfy social groupings in an environment where the old ATR

had been demonized, individuals searching for affiliation with communities found syncretistic practices appealing
and helpful for dealing with their uncertainties.

Practice of Traditional Oath-taking against Christian Oath-taking

The survey carried out by Asiegbu (2000) on this, reveals that 4% of 700 Anglicans, 40% of 300
Methodists and Presbyterians, 20% of 500 Roman Catholics supports traditional ritestekioathThe prominent
reason foradopting such a practice as given by some of Christians is based on the fact that traditional rites of oath
taking brings about immediate results and instant justice. The most essential point abtakingtis that it obliges
the parties concerned andkiills fear of misfortunes, punishment or death in them should there be any breach or
break of it. Some Christians prefer to swear on a divinity or on traditional religious sacred object rather than on the
Bible. They contend that the divinity is more prpt in exacting punishment if one breaches an oath than the Bible
or Christian God. Although this claim remains to be verified, it poses a lot of problems for Christian church and
often leads to division between Christians and other members of tradit@dighdn. some afraid of ridicule of
swearing on the Bible which some believe is only a means of an escape from punishment resort to swear on both the
Bible and the divinity, in which case, the support of both sides is firmly secured.

Responsible factordor these syncretic practice In Igbo land
Obiefuna (2003) discusses the possible factors responsible for the syncretistic practices in Igbo land under
the following headings:
A A spirit-conscious people
A Aworld that lives in constant fear
A A sin-conscios world
A A people world very close to nature

A spirit -conscious peopleThe Igbo are traditionally spiritonscious. Men and spirits interact. Everything in the
world has a spirit dimension in it. The spirit is always there when we eat and drink and erew&/kee. Thus,
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when people with such spitibnscious mentality are faced with certain problems, they find patronage in fortune

tellers, makers of charms and diviners when they feel that Christianity cannot be of essential help.

Humans in the world live in fear: In Igbo land, there is a belief that spirits are more powerful than ordinary men.

Dead men who have gone to the spirit are more powerful than men still living in this early existence. Men in this

world who have given themselves over to the spiitsome magical rites are more powerful than ordinary people.

The ordinary Igbo man in this type of environment searches everywhere for security. one is aware that there are evil
men in the world full of evil spirits. One is aware that there are evil iméhe world full of evil spirits. One is

aware that there can be jealous men who acting under the influence of evil spirits can wish and actually harm when
things go well with him. One is therefore in constant fear for as good men and good spiritsetedse #ad men

and bad spirits and they interact. Bad spirits work with bad men and bad men can be as harmful as bad spirits.
Hence, for some Christians, the best way to be safe in the face of such people is by use of charms and amulets.

Umoh (2013) obgwed that Superstition can then be conceived as the belief that particular events happen in a way
that cannot be explained by reason or science. fiBasi ca
science, and f a rijit Naikg2010). Bhis panhisimportant, bécaudebreligion itself as we know

must be reasonable. Hence superstition towing the line of unreasonableness is sometimes described as an attitude of
Ajumping where there ar e nobviolsly dalltl prefer myst&ious errsemi magicab us b e
explanations to scientific ones, even in cases where the latter are the most obvious and the most plausible. The

superstitious fulfills this attitude - slelretbecausesitisas si gn e
absurd. o This means that the only reason persuading
Syncreti sm: Setbacks to Authenticé www.ijhssi.org 33 |

meaningful. Itis absurd; meaning that it is opaque to reason. In a sense, the superstitious gives in not because of
conviction, but because he has no choice since the issue is beyond the explanatory aptitude of reason. As Umoh
observes, this involves trusting the truth something simply because it cannot be rationally or empirically
supported.

Hence Umoh (2012a) affirms: AiOur religious inclination
it syncretism, but it may be more like dual religious aliege, where Christianity is practiced in the daytime and

occult [practice] is done at night. Many of the pastors will preach from the pulpit that this type of thing is wrong, but
secretly take part in it at night. There is the mentality, especially icakfrinitiated Churches, where the prosperity

gospel is preached, that you do what you ve got to do
are hopeful that Christ wildl hel p, but wlfezemtinBueance an t ¢
policy at night. o frjody.com/tag/ superstition

As sin-conscious world: The Igbo has a worldview that is stenscious. There is a high level of community
consciousness in Il gbo society. Sin awsandobsereaéces tiatesisno!l ogy

in the community, such as laws about burial, about marriage, about title societies, new yam festivals, about
priesthood over particular shrines and idols, about installation of chiefs, laws about some local celebrations.
Breaches of these laws become sins and create anxieties in unenlightened minds.

In such a society, sin becomes automatic to the extent that one can sin without knowing it. One become
conscious that one have sinned either when the community imposes it on wberoon inquiry on the cause of
some mishap in your person or family, you are told by those influential diviners that you are guilty of some offence
in a world of men. You must therefore do reparation or face further repercussion. The divinity mugedsedp
through some sacrifices or other rituals.

A world very close to nature: We witness world very close to nature which is deeper and more mysterious and
exercises much more impressionable influence on us than the technological world. Man everyday iimguine

world of nature. Those things that our not explainable by people tends to weigh much influence over them. Such
influences are withessed because man allows himself to be carried away by passions and to be affected by cosmic
influences.

Nature has made it so that we associate with the people who live around us. A Christian that lives and
mingle with nonbelievers can easily be influenced by their modes of thought and the ways of life of the people
around them. In order words, some Chais have not fully absorbed Christianity; rather they remain in the non
Christian world in which they were born. They require extra courage and extra catechesis to remain in that
atmosphere and environment in the full the demands of their Christian calling

Responding to some of these syncretism practices among Igbo People

Onuzulike (2008) observed that African Traditional Religion is intertwined with African culture. It may be difficult
for some Christians to maintain some African traditional cultureusecaf their Christian faith, which is contrary to
African Traditional Religion. This has created confusion among many African Christians who want to maintain
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some of their traditions=or one to respond and solve the problem of syncretistic practicegydgiom people,
certain measures are to be invoked. There is need for authentic catechesim on faith: Religious syncretism attacks
faith at its roots. For us to meaningfully respond to this religious syncretism in our society there should be first and
foremast a proper orientation of our catechesis o faith. This catechesis on faith must include those already there as
Christians and those to be received into the Christian fold. This is because our problem is not only with those yet to
be baptized as Christiabsit also with those who have being baptized and received into the Christian faith. We must
acknowledge the efforts made by the missionaries to Christianize our people. However, the fewer numbers of the
missionaries and the problem of language contribintéde poor internalized of their messages. The knowledge of
the faith was imparted sporadically during the long treks. The circumstances under which churches were established
must also be rexamined. In various communities, the chuschools grew up wlit mixed intention. The question
was whether what they wanted is Christianity or was it the book in order to get the book, they accepted the church.
These schoethurches were built more to get what the neighbouring town has not. The prestige of the ¢gmmuni
was at stage if the schechurch was not built.

The pertinent question that needs to be asked is having got people through these means how much solid
knowledge of the faith was communicated to them? How is the profundity of their faith? Did thegtandédaith
as Godés gift? Did they understand it as a personal ca
authentic Christian living. No stone should be left unturned in renewing this faith. Religious syncretism in all its
ramifications, whether among the whites or among the blacks, can be conquered only be solid faith in Christ.

Obstacles and challenges
In responding to some of the syncretistic practices among the Igbo, some obstacles and challenges abound.

Indifference to the traditional world -view, culture and sense of God:

Culture is the totality of peoplebés way of [Iife. C
our traditional cultural beliefs, worddiew and sense of God. In most Christian Churchestraditional sense of
bel i ef and worldview are stildl tagged as fisuperstitiodu

Many Christian Churches in Igbo land evade some of these issues because they are indifferent and therefore not part

of the Christian progamme. Development of Christian spirituality can only be achieved from within the culture of

the people. Madueke (1991), a prominent proponent of this view has this to say:

Leveling the nations of the world as one nation culturally sf i ni t el y not Godds intentior
not in cultural uniformity but in cultural diversity with unity of faith. Until this truth is well understood and put into

practice, the unity which we ardently pray for will not be fulfilled (p. 4).

Reflection, study and dialogue may be of great help in facing up to indifference to traditional worldview, culture and

sense of God. As the Christian church immerse themselves in dialogue withristian religions and cultures, the

old fashion of tryilg to save the sifilled religious culture will no longer be obtained.

Fear of change in Nigerian Christianity: According to Asiegbu (2000), there seems to be an unreasoning fear of

change and new ideas especially with reference to developing Chrigtianisg ual i ty from within t
of God. It seems that certain Christians and their leaders are contended with where they are. It does appear, they do

not bother so much about the situation neither are they interested in going forward or fewlipgstures in their

Christian lives. This lingering fear makes it almost impossible for the development of Christian spirituality and for
allowing it grow out of the missionary perspective. It hardly allows for the study of the old or improvement on the

old. Hence, we do not enjoy much change from the missionary Christian spirituality in Nigeria especially in Igbo

land. The old patterns of Christian spiritual formation are still part and parcel of the methods of the mainline
Christian churches, and litteffort is being made to enrich or to improve on them.

Recommendations
The way out of this religious syncretism of people is by making Christianity take root in the cultural
aspirations and religious responsiveness of our people. This call for urgeribnerensified theological education
of our Christians to enhance proper understanding of the nature of Christianity and its interactive modality with
el ements of culture and tradition. Such thedehdergi c al e
moving down to religious educators and to all other Christians in Igbo land.
A The church in Igbo land must teach members the type of Christianity that calls for a paradigm shift in
which God is known to them through Christ as their only savior. Bérest is the center of our lives. This
is a radical shift that makes Christ the Lord and center of our lives.
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A As Christians, we live in this world of problems, but we are not to be of the world. We are people who are
transformed by the saving power ofude Christ to show and preach to the world a new worldview, one
that brings about eternal salvation and manifests itself in love, joy, peace and gentleness. Here no room for
hate, war and oppression.

A Itis also important that the church itself periodigalhdergo revitalization movements to check and renew
its commitment to living in the light of the true gospel in Jesus Christ to avoid syncretism in the Church.

Conclusion
Our major concern in this research has been to determine how authentic we angractice of Christianity in Igbo
l and today. The question is fAto what extent are Chris

profess, amidst continued influence of traditional values. We are also concerned with the Christian missionary
method which some people believed to be inadequate. Oko (2004) is of the view that basic and indispensable
elements of the traditional religious belief system and practice were simply taken over, transposed and transformed
into corresponding elements dietnew found religion (Christianity).
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Abstract
This paper examined the issues and the process of Reformation in England. It also appraised the
role of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, whose impact has remained indelible in the history of the
church. The establishment of Anglicanism, and the use of local vernasuthurch worship,
were in a sense pioneered by Cranmer. But quite often when the reformation in England is
discussed, Cranmer is mentioned in passing and sometimes even in danger of being completely
obscured, by the attention given to the English Mdmandose political structure ovshadowed
Cranmerés personality. Hence, many have poor knowl
paper therefore, provided information about Cranmer and his role in the Reformation of Church of
England using the hista@l approach. The findings made clear the fact that some principles of
Anglicanism are being neglected toady by some uninformed Anglicaffherefore, it
recommends, apt teaching of foundational structure of Anglicanism among members.

Keywords: Reformaion, English, Church. Impact, Cranmer

Introduction

Thomas Cranmer goes down in history as the first Archbishop of Canteabdrg leader of the English
Reformation who built the fundamental structures of the Church of Englrmaligh it was a herculeamask,
Cranmer stood firm amidst men of diverse opinion and interest to carry out his reform work. In spite of the fact that
he worked with hard people at difficult times of his episcopacy; he was able to initiate some reforms that were
necessary for the cheh.
I ndeed, Cranmerdés views of the reformation were di amet
pushed for the abolition of the changes he initiated. A number of times such changes were reversed, but Cranmer
doggedly reestablishedrtem firmly.

Cranmer 6s influence spannddnrytVii,eedward VigandsMarg f. Whildhr e e  mo
working with the Henry VIII, Cranmer displayed high level of flexibility which enabled him to establish a good
amount of influence on the Kingnd the Privy Council. Thoughnder Henry he did not achieve much, due to power
struggles between religious conservatives and reformers; his major reform works were achieved during the reign
King Edward.During the reign of Mary, Cranmer was put to deattpf@moting Protestantism. (Trurman, 2017).
Cranmerds role in the English reformation brought him
uncontroversial theological standpoint, with varying interpretations and serious critigistfna r t i cul ar | vy t
biographers and historians who belong to the Roman Catholic Church or sympathize with it have tended to assume
that, since Cranmer led the way in a reform of which they disapprove, his motives in doing so must have been
d i s h o n oRogea Betkwitbhttp://archive.churchsociety.org

This paper critically examined the process of Reformation in England with special interest in Cranmer roles
using the historical approach, and basicallp@en ded on secondary dat a. The purpc¢
sacrifices in English reformation is to clearly make people understand the rigours Cranmer went through to establish
those reforms. To this end the story is simplified so that even someoris mdtdfamiliar with the Reformation will
come to feel that he or she has become well acquainted with the meaning reformation and appreciate.

The authordés choice of this topic bothers on the |
witnessé cases of deviation from Biblical truth which Cranmer stood for. Indeed, some of the issues that prompted
the English reformation are prevalent in the church today; it must be addressed and that is the aim of this paper.

Reformation; an Overview

Thewo d reform means fito make an i mprovement, espec
structure of a somet hingo ( Ca'fdditian)d Reformatidnvreferscte thel€ ar ner s
century religious idea and activities in Europe which were an attempt to change and improve the Catholic Church,
and resulted in establishment of Protestant Church. Therefore, Reformation was a serious attempt to return the
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church to its original state wene the scripture is the final court of appeal, where no man claimed sole authority over
the entire congregations and churches. It was indeed, an effort to revive the ailing church.

While writing on some factors that aided Reformation Hanks (1992: 119nh0pd t hat , AThe most
factor in preparing the way for Reformation, apart from religion was the Renaissance. On the other hand Hulbert
(1970: 118) identified the arising in Europe a spirit of nationality as a factor that aided the Reformatibes, Blesi
invention of printing in Gutenberg in 1456 was another strong factor that aided the reform. It made writing and
disseminating of information easy, cheep and faster. Consequently, various translations of the Bible were easily
printed, thereby makinthe Bible available to the common man at affordable prize. In this wise, Reformation in
Europe took different times and had different causes.

Although English Reformation which is the focus of this work was achieved in theetfiury it began
generatns before. For instance, in "14entury John Wycliffe, an Oxford brightest scholar of his time, and a
theol ogian of outstanding repute | ed the movement. H
reformationo. He | iveidmd 1BR29Euwmoda88@Yyariaduswhgeher nment
and societal affairs of their countries, and they were
century before Wycliffe, English has shown resentment against Papadtig faordinate ambition to rule England.

King John of Englandds wunwillingness to pay homage to
According to Liardon (2003),
Even after this king died, the papacy continued to demand payment from ¢ghietdies for the
right to rule in England. The English was opposed to papal taxations and the manner in which he
ruled their economy. England was searching for a way to break from papal control

This and some other similar issues were the reason Shefie9 £l : 264) remar ked that ARef
began as a political rather than a religious movement 0
came under his influence was murdered, and the lollards grounded, still the struggle tdhrefoherch continued

unt il sixteenth century; when according to Diara (2005
intensity...occasioned by Martin Lutherdés 96 theses ag:
werec| early repugnant to the doctrine of Christianity 1in

Interestingly, at that time the English Monarch was not ready for the reformation. Even in 1521 when

Martin Luther attacked the seven sacraments of the Roman Catholic Church, yie V1 1 | wrote a 6Def
seven sacraments in which he castigated Luther as a 6o

king, the pope bestowed to him the title 6éDeipwithder of
Pope came to an abrupt end when Henry married a second wife in total disregard of papal order. Thenceforth the
two men wrestled each other with vigour. Some claimed the case was a doctrinal misconduct, others attributed it to
political issue, butte f act r emai ns, it was the finger of God in
Ref ormation in England stemmed out of that marital prc
corroborated this fact thus:

As politics is said to gtogether with religion, so it was during the reign of Henry the VIII. Henry

was second in line to throne; his father Henry VII had a son Arthur who was older. For political

reasons an alliance between Aragon (a country now part of Spain) and Englantpbadarit and

SO0 a marriage was arranged between Catherine of Aragon and Arthur, the heir to the English

throne.

Unfortunately, in 1502, Prince Arthur the elder brother of Henry VIII died. Their father, Henry VIl in order
to carry through the alliance withr agon betr ot hed Arthurdéds widow, Cat hari
incidentally was considerable older than Prince Henry. The betrothal immediately raised questions related to the
biblical prohibition (in Leviticus 18 and 20) against marriagetoraot her 6 s wi f e, but this was

After eleven years of marital relationship (1502 to 1520) the couple could only produced a daughter Mary,
in 1516. ABy 1520s Henry still did not h&oedbda sogetroan
made overtures to the Vatican about an annul mento ( Mac
that England was in no mood to accept a girl as heir t

nati omépr enilous queen had occasioned bloody wars of su
Consequently, the relationship between the Pope and Henry got strained, thereby creating opportunity for Cranmer

and his like, who was dissatisfied with pafralolity and had desired a national church in English land, to strategize

for the independence of the English Church from Roman dominance.

Early years of Cranmer (1489 1527)

On Sunday 2nd July 198% Aslocktonin Nottinghamshire, EnglandfhomasCranmer was born to his
parents, Thomas and AgnesééHatfield). His parents were of modest wealth and were not members of the
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aristocracy. Their oldest son, John, inherited the family estate, whereas Thomas and his younger brother Edmund
were placed on the path to a clerical ca(®gicCulloch 1996: 109)Cranmerost his father before he was twelve;
at the age of fourteen he weunp to Jesus College Cambridger anmer 6s i nterest and dur
highlighted bySelwyn (1993: 63 5) wh o q WAftep gigatdears bof atadiediin logic, classical literature and
phil osophy he bagged his Bachemplretodd Ahits magtrer'os deaeag!
in the humahbhetevce mhadEtFapbksemsus o and enrolled as a fello
16).
Sometime after Cranmer took his MA, he married a woman named Joan. Conseguenisuparriage he
was asked to forfeit his fellowship. Unfortunatélys wife died during her first childbirth. Jesus College had
compassion on Cranmer and reinstated his fellowship Jesus College had compassion on Cranmer and reinstated his
fellowship. He was admitted to theological studies and by 1520 he hadobd@&ned. He bagged hBoctor of
Divinity degree in 1526. For the thirty years Cranmer taught in Cambridge, he showed enthusiasm for biblical
scholarship which prepared him for the adoptiohaft her 6s i deas, which were spread
1962).
Due to Cranmerdés ingenuity his service was sought b

help. Cranmer and some English theologians and scholars from university weeg itoviappraise the case.
Geoffrey R. Elton (2017) noted that,

From about 1520 he (Cranmer) belonged to a group of scholars who met regularly to discuss the

theological problems raisedibyar t i n Lut herdés revolt; known to

thinki n g, t hey wer e dubbed ALittl e Ger many. 0 Ami

EnglishReformationwere William TyndaleRobert BarnesThomas Bilney, and, above all,

Cranmer, who by 1525 ihaded among his prayers one for the abolition of papal power in

England.
The above statement suggests that Cranmer had been influenced by the protestant reformers who opposed papal
authority over the church in England and condemned some of the doctrimesated by the pope. They insisted on
going back to the ancient part where the scripture is the final authority an act that made them to incur the wrath of
the papacy and in 1520s, many of the reformers were murdered publicly and some banished.

Cranmer appointed an Aid of the English Monarch (15271532)

Cardinal Wol sey was t he prosecutor of King Henr vy
Cambridge; where he identified Cranmer as an interested party and engaged him in the annulment Han of thé s
marriage with Catherine. In 1530, Cranmer compiled documents arguing that, historically, the King of England had
imperial power similar to that of the Holy Roman Emperors and was therefore subj ect to the Pop
(Ridley 1962: 2533).

Cranmer grew in favour with King Henry VIII, and the Kk
appointed a resident ambassador at the court of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V and was sent to Germany to
l earn mor e ab ¢MatCulloch 1996 603 Mhissappdintment undoubtedly exposed Cranmer to the
outside world and broadened his view about the reformation. For instance, he travelled with the emperor throughout
his realm. It was at the Lutheran city of Nuremberg that Crannsrstw the effects of the Reformation; and came
under the influence of his new friends Andreas Osiander the champion of the Nuremberg kddirBssil (1993:
19)remarked that
During that July Cranmer took the surprising action of marrying Margarbte,ntece of
Osiander's wife. This was all the more remarkable given that the marriage required him to set
aside his priestly vow of celibacy. He did not take her as his mistress, as was the prevailing
custom with priests for whom celibacy was too rigordgsholars note that Cranmer had moved,
however moderately at this stage, into identifying with certain Lutheran principles.

This was a milestone in the sense that his priestly vow of celibacy which the reformers believed should not

be a condition for ordition was set aside. It was a demonstrated of his desire for a reform.

Appointed the Archbishop of Canterbury (15321534)

The death of William Warham, the Archbishop of Cani
to the citadel post of the Archbishop of Engl and. filt
of a 6godly printcelbedvtes hihe «£hpo icketordidgad MacQuitdeh (1R96:1 9 9 2 :
637-638)

1
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Henry personally financed thmapal bulls necessary for Cranmer's promotion to Canterbury. The

bulls were easily acquired because plapal nunciavas under orders from Rome to please the

English in an effort to prevent a final breach. The bulls arrivedirat 26 March 1533 and

Cranmer was consecrated as archbishopon30 Maghin St ephends Chapel
I't was not surprise that Cranmerods first function in o
and Anne. He considerezblving the Crowds f ami ly problem which by extensio
priority. Hence he was not bothered about the excommunication treat issued by Pope Clement VII who was annoyed
with Henryos dsbsupporteedthe phciglerohRoyal Sapremaoywhich the king was considered
sovereign over the Church within his realfit.is difficult to assess how Cranmer's theological views had evolved
since his Cambridge dayso (Dowling 1993: 102).

Archbishop Cranmer and the English reformation

Under Henns rule, Cranmer did not make many radical changes in the Church, due to power struggles
between religious conservatives and reformers. Besideayy VIII was a man of quirk character; wavering
bet ween two opinions A@APr ot e sis$ inhibited thenenviasagdd cRaogm énrEnglaredt h o | i
despite the growing resentment in the country to papatyhat Cranmer could achieve was that he published the
first officially authorised vernacular service, and Exhortation and LitAMien Edward came tché throne,
Cranmer was able to promote major reforms which have greatly impact on the church. Some of his impact is
discussed below.

1. Impact on Political Structure of the English Church

Cranmer was able to separate the Catholic Church in England fronatheli€ Church in Rome. Anxious
to preserve the autonomy of the English Church, t he r
Supremacyo in 1534, which recognised not the pope but

Church a earth; thus, fortifying its independence till date. By implication, religious appointments in England were
no longer confirmed by the pope but by the British Monarch. Papal political authority was repudiated in England
and his bulls were nullified. He ot no longer enthrone or dethrone a prince in Europe as his imperial power
diminished. Rome was no longer relevant to congregation in the English church. The Archbishop of Canterbury
became the principal religious minister in England with his see in Lénfb@m where religious doctrines and
liturgy were formulated.
Thenceforth, England regained its economy control from Rome and taxes were no longer paid to Rome. Monastery
which was a money venture for Rome was closed and its land and property wereveakdsy the English
government. Some of the land and property were sold while some were kept for government use. This is not surprise
because right from the time of John Wycliffe, reformers has accused the pope of disguising himself using religion to
amasswvealth in the foreign lands.

Cranmerds success in the establishing a national (
Rome, paved way for other nations that could not have ordinarily fought for independence from papal authority.
They took adantage of the weakening papal influence in Europe, to establish their ecclesiastical autonomy. Each

nation prefixed its name to its own church, just as it
There were Church of Antioch; Galatis 6 Chur c h, Church of Corinth etc. He nc
Rome to its national church fARoman Catholic Churcho, w
name fAChurch of Engl ando.

Sequel to subsequent reforms occasioned by growth
Supremacyo which read: AThe Kingés majesty justly and
supreme head in earth of the Church of Englanddaliglicana Ecclesa ( Shel |l ey 266); has beer

that other nations would be incorporated.

Thus, the Church of England and all other churches that are in communion with the see of Canterbury do not
recognise any one person as the sole hedaeathurch, not even the Archbishop of Canterbury. Hence, neither the

English Monarch nor the Archbishop of Canterbury have ecclesiastical jurisdiction outside England. They have no
constitutional role in Anglican churches in other parts of the wérldl. FArglican Episcopal family comprises tens

of millions Christians who are members of 46 different Churches. These make up 40 member ¢hiscicaied

provinces) and six other national or local churches knowlbxéa Provincials s pr ead ac(Amlkan t he gl
Church MembershipNone of these Churches has authority over any other, no central administration: no Pope, no
Patriarch, and n o overall director . There i s no Par |
centralization, but in th absence of central authority the doctrine is followed by consensus and not by mandate.
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There is a set of beliefs, and if a church holds those beliefs and meets certain other requirements, it is welcome to be
in the Anglican Communion. This is distinctivess of Anglicanism.
(Anglican Domain (http://www.anglican.org/church/NoCentral.html).

In England where the Crown has a function, his duty in the Church is practically limited to the appointment
of bishops, including the Archbishop of Canterbury, andnetrés role is limited, as the Church presents the
government with a shortlist of candidates to choose from. This process is accomplished through collaboration with
and the consent of ecclesial representatiffetn://www.anglican.org/church/NoCentral.hjml

2. Anglicanism
To say thatAnglicanism is one of the greatest legacies Thomas Cranmer bequeath to the contemporary
church is to state the obvious. Anglicanism is the term used to express the unique Anglican principles and practices

which includes its doctrine, religious belief, faif sy st e m, and structures. The ter
who have accepted the work of the English Reformation as embodied in the Church of England or Churches which

in other countries have adhered substantially, to its doctrines, its orgamzati and i ts | iRRobetgy o. Ac
All en A2@l7)xanfiworship is organized and ritwualisticé |

Bi ble readings, mu s i ¢ |t waoald fobbeéxagygeraton  saly thad AnBlicaordhipgis thes t 0 .
centre of Anglican life. Its liturgical worship is expressedhe Book of Common Prayer.

The Book of Common Prayer (BC®)ArchbishopCr anmer 6s wor k which was writ
June 1549. It became the only legal form of worshithe land as a result of th& Act of Uniformity. The Book of
Common Prayer contained the order of worship for various sendicess played a major role in shaping the
spirituality of the Anglican Church and  has remained relevant to Anglican ipershall over the. Anglican
Domain (vww.anglican described BCP as a liturgy of the Bibleh o u glhwas radicdlly revised in 1552, with
subsequent minor revisions in 1559, 1604, and 1662. The prayer bdé2fwith minor changes, has continued
as the standard | iturgy of most AnHndydlopediaBritaimiga) tThees of t
Church of Nigeriabs version of the Book of Ciomwaon Pray«
published in 2007. This versions hold to the essential, historic elements of the prayer book but incorporate local
idioms.

2.2. Article of faith

Sequel to the reformers activities in the sixteenth century, the Catholic Church was engulfed in doctrinal
and theological crisis. It was therefore, important to state publicly the faith Anglican Church. To this end Cranmer in
1553, produceklaiatnh ofi Ao & li lcdwi, whichtisi thee Isemméryo of Anglican doctrine. The
Articles recalled the ancient Christian doctrine of th
endeavour was to a large extent a journey back to thet@edpThe word of God is above the church, was the
principle laid by Cranmer, and in that principle consisted of the whole Reformation (Aubigne, 1963d 3.
faith of Anglicanism is to be found in the Bible, and the prayer book. According to (Elton )

The forty-two Article of (1553) was a set of doctrinal formulas defining the dogmatic position of
the Church of England on current religious controversies. All clergy, schoolmasters, and degree
candidates in the universities were compelled to subsaitiestarticles, which were later reduced

to 39 and officially accepted by the Anglican Church.

Anglicans understand the Old and New Testaments as
as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith. Otlnectsires and heritage listed by the Encyclopaedia include the
Apostles Creed as the baptismal symbol, the Nicene creed as the sufficient statement of the Christian faith, the Holy
Eucharist as the central worship, the Book of common prayer as the owi@rsbip, and the 39 Articles of faith of
which Article VI on the sufficiency of the scripture has been the most influential.

The Article did not repose much confidence on any of t
Article XXI (Of the Authority of the General Councils of the Church of England) quips that:
General Councils may not be gathered together without the commandment and will of princes.
And when they gathered together, (forasmuch as they be an assembly eflramgf all be not
governed with the Spirit and word of God,) they may err, and sometimes have erred, even in
things pertaining unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them as necessary to salvation have
neither strength nor authority, unless it may beated that they be taken out of Holy Scripture.

This Article has been the main basic of the exegesis and hermeneutics of the church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) which has principally informed her stand on the lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgenderi(LGBT)
Homosexualdivide in the Anglican Communion worldwide. Indeed.the
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3. Cranmer 6s I mpact on Church Doctrine
Doctrine refers to the beliefs and teachings of the church. From the time of the apostles the church had
developed some doctrines from the scriptuwhich the apostles and church fathers believed and taught with zeal
and passion. However, at certain point in history some doctrines not in accordance with Scripture crept into the
church. Cranmer made profound effort to determine the true doctrineeofhurch using Scripture as a rule.
fiThroughout his life Cranmer was deeply interested in the health of the religious community in England, and held
the conviction that Scripture was the basis of all education. He incorporated the importance of Sctipairef
his writingd (Sophia Ridgeway www. christianmovementspr
Thus, purgatory, indulgence, penance, and images, veneration of saints and auricular confession, altars and shrines
were all removed from churches; the doctrinal changes are cahtainen Cr anmer 6s Forty Two Cl
religion. Corroborating this fact Hanks (1992: 125) wr
and justification by faith, and exclidedttWwaesdootriaegl
scriptures, such as pilgrimage, offering of money or candle to images and saying prayers over beads, was avoided;
they also warned against unnecessary holy days and the
The imposition of celbacyn t he ordained as a condit iCammerf or ord
adopted Bucer's draft and created three seAynsi2@Des for c

97 99). Crammers stand on celibacy is expressed in Article of Religi t hu s , AiBi shops, Priest,
commanded by Godbés Law, either to vow to the estate o
lawful for them, as for all other Christian people, to marry at their own discretion, ashtakyudge the same to

serve better to godlinesso (Article XXXI1).

Impact on Local Vernacular

Before the reformation, the official language of the church was Latin. No other language was used for Mass
even in the foreign countries where Latin was naivian. Rome permitted the translation of the Bible to Latin alone.

Whoever that wants to read the Bible must learn Latin language. English was one of the local vernaculars in the
Roman Empire. Cranmer introduced the use of English language in Christianpnd®38. Subsequently, Cranmer
developed an English worship book. He publishelitamy in English 1545, as a prelude towards an English
language prayer book.

The use of local vernacular in church services was more effective than Latin in communicating the gospel
to the local people; it made church services meaningful to the English worshipers. Therefore, the use of English
language was made compulsory on 9 1l¢9. This triggered a series of protests in Devon and Cornwall where the
English language was not yet in common usage (Now known as prayer book rebellion) (Hanks 1992).

In 1553, King Edward enforced the ud2ArticldsofB568,| i sh | &
which states that: Alt is a thing plainly repugnant to
public prayer in the church or to minister the sacram
XXIV). This Esperanto provided for the English speaking people a cohesion. When the English missionaries moved
to foreign lands for mission, they taught the converts in English. Church ceremonies and services were rendered in
English; this helped to spread thee of English language in the world. For instance in Anglophone West Africa,

English language became the official language of the church and by extension, the government. The effort of the
Church of Rome to maintain Latin as official church language daafed, following the shattering of the Western
Europe and the disintegration of the Catholic Church in the late Middle Ages.

Challenges

It has been five centuries after the Reformation and the church seems not to have learnt its lessons from the
past mistakes. Hence, issues much worse than the ones that prompted reformation in Europe are prevalent in the
church today and if nothing is done the condition of the church might degenerate. For instance, in Europe and
America there are several instanoésrdained men and women being involved in homosexuality and lesbianism. In
2003 Gene Robison a homosexual priest was elected bishop in Episcopal Church, USA, under the watch of
Archbishop of Canterbury Rollin Williams who saw nothing wrong in it. Besidengland and other European
countries in their slumber voted in favour of same sex marriage (Bates, 2003). It would not be exaggeration to say
that the acceptance of gay by the church betrays Cran
supremacy of the scripture.

Certainly, this deviation from biblical truth has divided the Anglican Communion. For instance, Episcopal
Conservatives haves |l eft the church and formed a reviyv
Africans and the global south has abandoned Lambeth Conference for GAFON in search for Biblical Truth. It is
amazing how the church is driven away from its fundamental principles.
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The problem is that biblical truth is no longer taken seriously. Hence, the gedpghg merchandised,
and prayers commercialised in Nigeria and some other places in the globe. The world is looking for people who
understand the word of God, to show the way out of this theological quagmire. The Anglicans church in Nigeria
took the respnsibility to lead the way out of this theological quagmire.

Interestingly, some Pentecostals in Nigeria who should align themselves with GAFCON to salvage the
church are busy criticism Anglican liturgy. For instance, Gbile Akani expressed his dissafisfaith Anglican
wor ship when he said, AThis day I hear people praying
the Common Book of Prayers?d6 (Living Seed p. 16) . Wh a
clergy who should kow the principles of Anglicanism, only very few are acquainted with Crammer and his work.
Hence, some Anglicans historical heritage is fest being eroded.

In their ignorant they try to jettison the use of the Book of Common Prayers in church services. They
complain that it is boring; others claim, it is difficult to understand. Venerable Bello (2018: 32), lamented the
si t uat ildsmpairtfuhto ote thét some of our priest in Anglican Church and some other important fathers of

church were condemninguor  ri ch | iturgical heritagebo. It is a pity
about Anglicanism. Bello identified some of the problems that are militating against Anglican liturgical heritage to

i nclude: AConcept uasmjnodetnizatiomn and multipleé Rehtécsstalism lsay eradedento the

mode of I iturgical worship in the churcheso. Bell o con:

The way in which we are doing our liturgical worship toady is nothing to write home about. It is

either adulteratednixed with other denomination liturgy or most of us our liturgical worship is

now either corrupted or corroded with others than our own.

The problem is a global phenomenon that needs urgent attentimgaih from the middle of last century

when Westersociety became increasingly secular in nature. Since then Christian values and heritages are fast being
eroded as the church is forsaking the clear teaching
became particularly evident with seatiethics, and so at the Lambeth Conference in 1998, the worldwide assembly
of bi shops reaffir med (httpsg/wwi.paiconeod/erusale@fl8/imtrodugtionpTheys e x 0
reaffirmed that:

Recommendation
Therefore, this workrecommendghat a memorial lecture should be held annually in the honour of
Archbishop Cranmer. Such |l ecture wild.l educate peopl e

spurring them to appreciate him.

Crammer 6s noti on atheHoly Scriptures of thef (ldi andi New Tegtameaftsontaining all

things necessary for salvaticghyough which humanity has been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ by the

power of the Holy Spirit should be held unto tendentiously.

Only thosewho are trained and certificated should be licensed to preach, this will help to curtail heresy, while the

Bi ble should be read, preached, taught in the peopl esbd
The Thirty-nine Articles which contains the true¢ t r i ne of t he Church and whic

Word and as authoritative for Anglicans today should be aptly taught to members to enhance their knowledge.

Besides, Anglican sacramental and liturgical heritage which is an expression of the dusydl,be uphold as

contained in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer as a true and authoritative standard of worship and prayer, to be

translated and locally adapted for each culture as has beempteasized by GAFCON.

Summary/Conclusion

Thy study investigated the causes and effects of reformation in the Catholic Church with special interest on
the Catholic Church in England. It highlighted the sacrifices made by Cranmer to reform the church in England. As
a believer in thesupremacy of th scripturehe wasconvinced that everything must be tested by Scripture. He was
not going to let any stone unturned; hence, repudiated all the Romanist doctrines which he found to be
incongruous with the scripture.

His doggedness is highly commendeu disvictory is victory for all those who long and cherished a return to

Biblical Christianity.Though he is dead, his longevity is on the survival of his work
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Abstract
Contemporary contending abstracti onavispasanes t hat t hi
is not always welcomed, though, partly because distortion of religion, such as sectarianism and
fundamentalism, can be seen to create serious social prothlemselves. Secularization is not
only a global challenge that confronts all religions in all contexts; there is a widespread belief that
religion and secularization are incompatible. In other words, one contending view hypothesized
the death of religionn a secularized society; the second contending view hypothesized-the co
existence of religion and secularization. This paper presents contending perspectives on religion
and secularization in global contexts; aiming at examining global perspectivesigionrand
secularization in contemporary time. The work applies qualitative research with emphasis on the
use of secondary sources of data collection; materials used included internet materials, journals,
encyclopedia, field reports on research in rehigisocial and political development. The paper
discovered the following namehlopne, religion can be seen to create serious social problems; two,
the world of secular rationality and the world of religious béliefeed ongoing dialogue; three,
systematialialogue between the secular and religious worlds helps us to recall our roots, improves
our understanding of whence we came, and can provide pointers to the paths we ought to follow in
the future. The paper recommends the followirgte, multireligious state should recognize the
co-existence of different religious traditions; two, mudiigious state should not allow any
religion to take precedence over the other ones.

Key Words: Religion, Secularization, Dialogue, Typologies, Societies.

Introduction

Scholars do not agree on whether religion and secularization are compatible irefigidtis societies of
current information age. I n global context, scholars a
Blair Faith Foundatin (2013) reported some of the contending perspectives on compatibility and incompatibility of
religion and secularization in multéligious societies globally. For instance, contemporary contending abstraction,
according to Tony Blair Faith FoundatiorO(2 3 , p.1l) asserts that Afavihreasodisorr ect |
not always welcomed, though, partly because distorted forms of religion, such as sectarianism and fundamentalism,
can be seen to create serious soci al probl ems themsel v

Inaddition, Aidi stortions of religion arise when i n
structuring role of reason within religiono, according
can further be construed as a symbiggtationship, in which case, religion should purify the secular world of
reason as much as principle of secular rationality should assist in structuring religious belief system; this is somehow
illustrated in philosophy of religion, when revealed religiduaditions subject their belief system to rational
analysis, a case in point is systematic theology in Christian religious tradition.

In the symbiotic relationship continuum, the irrationality of the secular world was once put to its extreme
during thesubjugation of humankind to slavery and slave trade in Africa; Church historians (Diara, 2010), of
cour se, would remind scholars that it was in the fdAspi
specifically, fought to exterminate sky and slave trade in Siba har an Afri ca. Ukaoha (201
England there was a group of Christians made up of politicians, bankers and business men who took up the
challenge to abolish slave tr adehe Cliugh Migsipnary Pogidtyaway 2 01 3,

i nstrument al to the settlement of the Liberated Africa
t hat an African slave, OttobahCugoano, call ed wasr the |
convinced that it would be an ally in the fight agains
|l iberated the slaves in their territories éthe Christi
new home to ministeant o t hem | est they relapsed into traditional
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further exemplified in the work of Gbenda (2010, p. 168
moral obligation to promote ecological justice hgidressing our debts to peoples most affected by ecological
destructiono. As such, the relationship betwevan relig
process. Tony Blair Faith Foundation (2013), further adds,

éwithout t h eplieddbyr religiantthowgh, reason too can fall prey to distortions, as

when it is manipulated by ideology, or applied in a partial way that fails to take full account of the

dignity of the human person. Such misuse of reason, after all, was what gavdhéesslave trade

in the first place and to many other social evils, not least the totalitarian ideologies of the 20th

century (p.1).

Asobie (2008) critiqued one example of secular political ideology that constituted a distortcmugsé, in
dare needf the corrective role of religion, if human dignity is to be preserved). It was an aspect of secular
ideologies of Niccolo Machiavelli (in his workhe Prince on theThe Twelfth Law of Powgr t hu s, ADo not
honesty a principle of governance; rathes e sel ecti ve honesty and generousit
remar ks, Asobie (2008, p. 5) commented that, fAonce tho
insecure, and then develop a preference for the application af theéti cs of i nti midation to si
Conversely, some scholars opine that secularization is a global challenge that confronts all religions in all contexts
(Kangbdent u, 2017, p . i) . Thi s-relgissles t K@emy ams ssauccicd tnyc.t
(2017) recently captured the situation thus,

There has been an increase of secularism, for instance, in Kenya, that has continued to erode the
ecclesiastical authority of late especially in the urban centers. Open critictb@ dfiurch by the

public, government and atheists were rampant. In this regard, | was motivated to explore how
secularism is impacting lives of Christians in Nairobi given that the abovementioned traits are
more vivid in the city. Research findings havelicated that various tendencies and factors are
responsible for the rising secularism in the country of which has had various effects to the lives of
Christians especially in Nairobi, and dichotomizing clearly between sacred and secular remains
cumbersomén Kenya (p. iii).

The contending perspective of Kimathi as it relates to melifjious Kenyan society is indicative of the
negative perception of the role of religion, which is quite contrary to the positive corrective role of religion asserted
by Tony Blair Faith Foundation (2013) earlier stated above. Why religion is under attack of secularism and

secularization remains a task for investigative study as its being attempted in this paper.

Similarly, other scholars argue that there is a gjdead belief among many researchers that religion and
secularization are incompatible (Tahirli, 2005, p.3).Tahirli(2005) equally exemplified this claim with incidences
observed in some countries of the Middle East thus,

Obviously, in the Eastern world drin Muslim countries in particular, the problematic relationship
betweenreligion and democracy still shows itself intensively. The current lack of democracy in
most Muslimcountries derives in part from this mindset contending that Islam is incompatible wi
secularization. So theapplication of the conceptsetularizationto studies of the Muslim
countries in the Middle East has often been moreproblematic than enlightening (p.3).

The instances illustrating contending perspectives on religiorsetwarization cut across varied cultures,
countries and continents of the world, thus justifying this investigation in a global context; it is worthy to note that
the western societies of Europe, United Kingdom and United States of Americado haveesip@tégnce. It isnot
certain if sufficient examinations of these issues had been done in the recent past witlultredsscope in
mind.This study, therefore, presents varied perspectives on religion and secularization in global context; aiming at
examhing the issues to great details.

The paper applies qualitative research method with emphasis on the use of secondary sources of data
collection; materials used included internet materials, journals, encyclopedia, theological dictionary,and field
reports o research in religion, social and political development. The method accords with the view ofEjisu (2013,

p.29) ontheuseof mutd i mensi onal techniqgque in qualitative resear
have differing viewpoints, the midd i me nsi on al approach seeks € many per sy
expose fully the different |l ayers of meaning and exyg
emphasized the importance of textual analysis in qualitative reseeatttod, which was equally applied in this

wor k. This form of textual analysis is what Okpoko an
which involves analysis of written sources of information beyond mere published work. In the samewain, i

wha't Marcionis (1989) also termed secondary analysi s,
collected by other researchersd (p.52).
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Contending Perspectives on Religion and Secularization
This section articulates the contrasting sewn religion and secularization. One contending view
hypothesized the death of religion in a secularized society; the second contending view hypothesized the co
existence of religion and secularization.An attempt is made to examine the prediction eathefdreligion by
some 19 century social science scholars against the background of the continued existence of religion and co
existence model of secularization in pasddern information age; thus indicative of the failure of the postulations
of socid thinkers concerning the death of religion. Most of the earliest social thinkers (such as Auguste Comte,
HerbertSpencer, Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud) of the nineteenth century believed that religion
would gradually fade in importance andase to be significant with the advent of industrial society; in the same
vein, Spencer (2003), of Harvard University, USA, reviewed secularization debate in which he stated that,
They were far from alone; ever since the Age of the Enlightenment, ¢efigires in philosophy,
anthropology, and psychology have postulated that theological superstitions, symbolic liturgical
rituals, and sacred practices are the product of the past that will be outgrown in the modern
era.The death of religion was the contiemal wisdom in the social sciences duringmost of the
twentieth century; indeed it has been regardethasaster model of sociologicalinquiry, where
secularization was ranked with bureaucratization, rationalization, and urbanizationas the key
historical revolutions transforming medieval agrarian societies into modern industrial nations

(p-1).
It mu st be noted, however, t hat Max Weber took a diffe
however, was reluctant to posit any definition thatpio s ed any Ooutsi der & understanc
religious behavior for individual 0. In other words, We

the earliest social thinkers (Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile Durkheikaindiarx).

Similarly, Mills (as cited in Spencer, 2003) summarized the hypothesized process of secularization thus,
Once the world was filled with the sacréith thought, practice, and institutional form. After the
Reformation and the Renaissance, tloecdsof modernization swept across the globe and
secularization, a corollary historical process,loosened the dominance of the sacred. In due course,
the sacred shall disappear altogetherexcept, possibly, in the private(mea)m.

Contrary to the \@ws on the proposed death of religion, Rahim (2011), while commenting otisiRosist

Religious Secularism in the Muslim World, stated that,
An overwhelming number of Muslims support democracy believing that it is the key to a more
just society and to pgress. Muslims indicate that the lack of political freedom is what they least
admire about the Islamic and Arab world. The majority of Muslims would like to see a religious
form of democracy with the sharia as one source of legislation, albeit a ressocten:. Most
Muslims desire a system of government in which religious principles and democratic values co
exist. A significant majority in many Muslim countries say religious leaders should play no direct
role in drafting a cratonatlegiglétisn, determisirigiforeign poleyy , wr i t
deciding how women dress in public or what is published in newspapers.Most Muslims do not
want a rigidly secular or Islamic state (p.8).

Contrasting Mar x, Dur khei meligiond Weber ds Conceptions of
A clear understanding of the usage of the term religion, in the context of this paper, will facilitate

meaningfulness of the foregoing debate and issues under investigation. The works of Mark8@B1®urkheim

(18581917) and Weber (186%920)in sociology of religion (Anyacho, 2005; Madu, 1996) become a good set of

sources of reference points in defining religion for the purpose of this paper.Religion, as cited in Tomalin (2007) can

be defined in various ways according to the aforementiornealazs. Marx sees religion as the opium of the people,

a human invention that binds people to the source of their oppression while protecting the interest of the oppressor;

as such, Marx hypothesized that religion would wither in socialist society whildaszation will not only become

desirable but would be inevitable replacement of religion. Ngbea (2012) remarks on negative attitude to religion

that, fa gener al mi sconception is that religioh and de
had long observed that the like of Auguste Comte (A7$85 7 ) Afhad a great expectation
woul d disagree withéreligious tenets of the traditiona

as illustration to the backgrod of a social thinker (Auguste Comte) with negative attitude to religion,

Comte created sociology at a period when religion had a prominent influence in society. In the educational
curriculum at that time, religion was a fundamental academic discifiimes, the students of History, Mathematics,
Philosophy, Metaphysics, Biology and other sciences had to do some courses in theology. It was in this context that
Charles Robert Darwin (180E882), a student of the University of Cambridge, had to pass aniretson on
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William Paleyés Natur al Theology before he was admitt
theological considerations sociology could not have been exempted. Because Auguste Comte did not want to subject
sociology to any theologal control, he launched a total attack on religion. He argued that religion has to be

el iminated if sociology would flourish. This was the b;:
Natural theol ogy, as c CGhrigtignireligiod consiste solely ofiwhataatuneeasd t h at
reason teach unaidedo (Diara, 2009, p.67). I n the same

that in embracing scientific knowledge and its application, human beings erroneouslgrtiiact as if religion has
become old fashioned and useless yet the most advanced societies have not been spared the corresponding

chall enges of developed societieso. He contended that
corruption itmay be ravaged by floods, tsunamis and tornadoes, windstorm and cyclones. Moreover, Okwueze
(2012) noted that, Ahuman problems are never compl et e
empower mentoé (p.75).

ForYinger (as cited in Ibenwa, 2011),e | i gi on i s fiéa system of beliefs &
group of people struggle with the ultimate probl ems of
of frustration. ... o0 (p.50). Dstenkohleliefsrand practces irelatives to saerddi gi o n
things, that is to say, things set apart and forbididdseliefs and practices which unite into one single moral
community called Church, al |l t hose who adigoesroesacted t he mo

and the social or profane or secular are dependent on one another. Cicero (as cited in Bucks, p.746) traced the

concept of religion to its -dorsiter;nforSergiust(as citediinl Beokss p. €46), whi c h
the Lain wordReligareme ans "t o bind fast?"; hence Bucks noted that
the word religion wil!/ denote the diligent study (of)

which we feel on our minds fromthee | at i oni n which we stand to some super
Meanwhile, Weber does not consider religion as the product of collective social consciousnhess or product

of class interest; for Weber, fany dmrdingupdnthe meaningd r el i g
religious behaviourfor the individual o should be rejec
of religion and that of Durkheim amounted to reduction

enpirical or experiential evidence for appropriate conception of religion. The implications are numerous but suggest

that the perceived incompatibility of religion and secularization is wrongly placed; this is to say that secularization

does not necessarifyeeds to push religion to level of irrelevance in social scheme if the proper meaning of religion

is understood. Furthermore, Weber emphasized the impact of religious values on the society; for instance, his

examination of Protestant Ethic and the Spiri€apitalism (Tomalin, 2007) stipulates that,
Religion was one factor explaining differences between occidental and oriental cultures. He
attempted to show that Protestantism, particul a
to the developmean of worldsystem dominance [and dominated] by Anglmerican
capitalismbé. He compared protestant (Calvinist)
Catholic Italy and Spain to test his view that ideas have an independent and determining role in
socety. He demonstrated that economic development was greater in Protestant than Catholic
[Roman Catholic] countries, arguing that some link existed between Protestantism and capitalism.
Moreover, the Lutheran view of German Protestantism was not conduciveapibalist
development, since the individual was required to accept his/her position in life and to look
forward to rewards in heaven. It was the Calvanist doctrine, by contrast, that fostered a this
worldly emphasis upon hard work that stimulated capttgrowth in Britain(p.5).

Explicating Typologies/Models of Secularization
Hornby (2000, p.1063) conceives of the word secul ar

or religious matter o; the t eigianshsuwdnat beanvalvedrnthe orgahizatios t o t |
of society, education, et co; in the same vein, secul ar
power that religion has over somet hi memgovesontething frehothenby , t
contr ol or influence of religiono (p.1063). 1t was Lul
secularizationidia controversial concept because of its distint

socialsciences, theology, canon law (paraThg term secularizatiofor secularisatiojrefers to transformation of a
society from close identification and affiliation with religious values and institutions toward nonreligious values
andsecularinstitutions; which means tHeelief that as societies progress, particularly
throughmodernizatioandrationalization religion loses its authority in all aspects of social life and
governanceThis can be explained aset historical process in which religious belief and institutions lose social and
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cultural relevance in human society; or stated differently as a situation whereby religious organizations lose their
authority and ecclesiastical power.
Tomalin (2007)utlined four categories (otherwise termed typologies or models) of secularization thus,

(). Disappearance Model this is otherwise known as hard version of secularization which holds the view that
religion will disappear as societies modernise.

(ii). Differentiation Model - this is otherwise known as soft version of secularization which holds the view that
religion will be less influential in the public domain such as in science, medicine and economy, though will
still remain important in private lives sndividuals as they search for meaning in their private lives.

(iii). De-intensification Model i this thesis proposes that religion will remain in weak position as societies
modernise, in which case the regulated style of traditional religious traditiqggre modern societies will
permanently become loose and lost; instead, liberal style of religiousity will replace the former.

(iv). Co-existence Modeli this model contended over the followingne, that religion is central to processes
of social chang; two, that religion and secularization will continue teexdst rather than decline; three,
that religion has gained renew interest in recent times both in developing and developed societies; that
while secularization takes place in certain circumstamekgion retains its vitality in some other contexts.

Conceptualizing Dialogue in the Context of Religion and Secularization
Anyacho (2009) conceives dialogue as talk between two or more people or parties (p.46). It is a combined
effort of persons belonging to different systems of belief to arrive at a working consensus on conceptions of
transcendental and human values and ideals that may be responsive to the religious aspirations and concerns of
contemporary man (Alfred de Souza as citedmyacho, 2009, p.46). For Umaru (as cited in Anyacho, 2009, p.47),
interr el i gi ous dialogue involves fAthe exchange of i deas,
experience by people that have faith in their religious traditions for matualhment; it entails a willingness to
guestionuonaeldbst arddifng and openness to understand other s
Dialogue, as used in this paper, refers to exchange of ideas on contending views on religion and
secularization.It presupposes a basic need fanirglp ideas on cexistence model of secularization in contemporary
multi-religious societies.

Religion, Secularization and the Need for Dialogue

Spencer (2003) is of the opinion that, fidisneedse i s nc
updating. It is obvious that religion has not di sappe
Achuni ke (2017, p.4) has this to say, @déit had become
pronounced not ey years ago, or the waning of religion that sociologists had extrapolated, something quite
di fferent has taken placed. This justify the position

issues presented below are meargltwidate on this position.
(a). Co-Existence Model of Secularization in Nigerian Experience

Yesufu (2016) did a study on the impact of religion on a secular state, Nigerian experience; in which he
noted the following:
(). Muslims and Christians live tegher within the same community in Southern Nigeria. (ii). Over time, central
government of Nigeria practically changed its policy ofsmerference in religious matters to that of regulating the
number of people performing Islamic and Christian ritegli@ and outside Nigeria.
(iif). Government interfered with religious freedom in other to have political control of the citizens by using religion
as a weapon.
(iv). Government violated the constitutional provision of +ioterference in the religious affs ofthe people of

Nigeria. Enem (2008, p.78) l ent support to this when
(Organization of I slamic Conference) wamuslime Fcthemed by t
the secular state of Nigetma s been put in jeopardybo.

(v). Consequently, the Islamic faith protected her Islamic and political interests by setting up JamaatuNasril Islam
(JINI) for the propagation of Islam in northern Nigeria, and to embark on an aggressive conversiciviosims
to Islam.
(vi). Similarly, Christian faith formed the Northern Christian Association (NCA) to shield the Christians (who
were in the minority in the north) from the impact of an Islamic conversion campaign; later renamed

Christian Association of Nigerig CAN) ; icovering all Christians i n Ni
platform for a national association capable of providing avenues for common interest, enlistment of strong
bargaining power, generating more ue&E®6p4d4)ces, and es
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Meanwhile, it is interesting to note that both CAN and JNI as religious tools have grown to capitalize on
2011Constitution of Nigeria, as amended(Section 10) to advocate and protect freedom of worship-and non
imposition of State Religion;th Const i tuti on states that, AThe Gover nme
adopt any religion as a State Religiondo. This, by i mpl
authority revolves ar oNigeranStdtee ter m ésecul ari smbéof the

(b). Need for Dialogue between Adherents of Religion and Secularism in MulReligious Societies
While it is true that, sometimes, religion can be seen to create serious social problems; the world of secular
rationality and the world ofefigious belief really need ongoing dialogue. It is apt to note at this juncture what

Warren (as cited in Chinweokwu, 2018) observes thus, f
of eternity continually in your mind and the value ofiti your heart. There is more to
(p.20). I n the same vein, Parrinder (as cited in Ugwu,
power in the modern worl do; |just 14, p.® had eemeekedvtemtyAfritae onar d
i...are a truly religious people of whom it can be sai
dress religiouslyéreligion is their exisguehetveenthed exi s

secular and religious worldshas the potential to help in recalling our roots, improves our understanding of whence
we came, and can provide pointers to the paths we ought to follow in the future.

Recommendations

The paperecommends the following:

(). Multi-religious state should recognize theedstence of different religious traditions. (ii). Mutgligious
state should not allow any religion to take precedence over the other ones.

(iii). Contemporary social thinkershould embark on empirical research on state of secularization in post
modern societies, globally, so as to update and revise their hypothesis on the death of religion, which, no
longer holds today.

(iv). Social scientists should update themselves wihd of events in the phenomenal growth of churches in
contemporary society.

(v). Social researchers should do @appraisal of renewed interest in religion as obtained globally.

(vi). Further studies should examine how religion and secularization cohl@nee human wellbeing and
societal development.

(vi)). There is no need for apathy toward religion; rather,science, secularism, democracy and religion should
remain focused on social, economic, moral, political and religious development of man.

Conclusion

The paper examined contending perspectives on religion and secularization in global context, considering
contemporary scholarlyopinion that secularization is a global challenge that confronts all religions in all contexts. It
was argued that religion armbcularization adherents need to dialogue towards promothegistence model of
secularization; moreover, that the hypothesis of earliest social thinkers on the death of religion is outdated and
deserve revision in the light of empirical evidences jpognto renew interest and growth of religion in many
cultures and countries of the world in recent past till date. Similarly, it was pointed out thateligitius societies
should uphold cexistence typology of secularization.
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Abstract
This study examined online reported suicides in Nigeria in order to find out the prevalence rate of
each of the Emile Durkheimdéds types of sadicide in tfFf
to examine online reported suicides in the country from 2009 to 2018. It was found among other
things that Durkhei mbs egoistic suicide (n = 9), al

and fatalistic suicide (n = 3) fitted into the recurringidences of suicides in the country (N =
391). It was concluded that the most prevalent form of suicide was altruistic suicide.

Key Words: Al t rui stic Suicide, Online Reported Suicides, Pr e
Prevalent Brm of Suicide, Suicide

Introduction

Life is a valuable resource provided to all living beings on earth. Once a person seizes from breathing
automatically the person is in coma and/or dead. The later could be caused by suicide. This is so because some
individuals try to take their own lives for reasons best known to them. Rates of suicide vary from one locality to
another. It also varies from one community to another. This is also evident across regions and different countries of
the world. The variationexist due to different reasons that make people to take their own lives.

The way people take their own lives were cause of concern to many especially to the residents of Nigeria.
This was also a cause of concern to many agenciesnamgovernmental organisations, health workers and
concerned individuals. It was also a cause of concern to many affected families, relatives and community members
of suicidal victims as well. Efforts made by government, health workers, psychologistsgbots parents and
concerned agencies to curb incidences of suicide seem to be yielding less result. Emile Durkheim tried to find a
solution to the problem by working on suicide. However, his classifications did not fix the different suicides
occurring h Nigeria into these types. Other researches carried out in the country did not go towards this direction
either. This study therefore filled this gap in knowledge. This is because the knowledge of these figures would help
concerned individuals, agenciesdaorganisations to know where to apportion their help in times of need. It would
also help readers to know the spatial distribution of suicides in Nigeria.

The questions following were asked as a guide to the study. What is the number of suicidesgadocurrin
Nigeria to each of the Emile Durkheimbs types of suici
prevalent in Nigeria? The study therefore examined the number of each online reported suicide to egoistic, altruistic,
anomic and fataligt suicides. The study also examined the type of suicide that was more prevalent in the country.
Recommendations were given based on the findings of the study.

Recurring incidences of suicide had prompted many authors to have an interest in the swididef
Early work on suicide was conducted by Emile Durkheim. In his work he was able to classify suicide into four
different types. These include egoistic, anomic and altruistic suicides (Durkheim, 1897. See also the 1951 edition).
This entails that saide could come from diverse factors and/or sources. One of such factors is the extent to which
an individual is integrated in a place where he lives. At one time the level of the integration could be perceived to be
low. At other timesitcould be perceid t o be high. One of the determinants
ties. 0 A good example is when a personfds tie to his owl
be seen as being broken, which occasions a type of suicidenkasvegoistic suicide. At other times when a
particular society lacks the ingredients which enable it to be well regulated, it could also necessitate another type of
suicide known as anomic suicide. A lack of social regulation could give rise to suitidecduld make some
individuals in that society to take their own lives, simply because the gumming norms of the land seem to have been
eroded. When societal regulation is seen as being very tight some individuals could become angry with the system.
This pecial societal ingredient makes a person to value the society more than himself. It is good to be patriotic but
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life is precious as well. In societies where this happens people could be seen dying in defence of a particular course.
When suicide occurs ithis way it is known as altruistic suicide. Society is good when well regulated but could be
bad when overegulated. This is because some people could hinge on it to take their own lives, which is known as
fatalistic suicide. This could be reminiscentdountries experiencing severe economic hardships as contained in
Giddens (2006). This creates differences in suicides across clans, communities, wards, local government areas,
states, countries and different regions of the world. These differencesheaualdarly observed between men and
women and marital status of individuals especially those involving the married and the widowed among others.
Dissatisfactions to happenings in the environment are a major contributing factor to suicide as is evident in
Trobriand Island (Igbo 2003, Joseph 2010, Giddens 2006 & Kottack 2008).

The phenomenon called suicide is one of the major factors that cause death in many societies of the world.
People who were young constituted the higher number of suicide victims irofrthst world societies ravaged by
it. Their ages often ranged from fifteen to twenty nine years old. This is most worrisome because over seventy per
cent of individuals had committed suicide in their countries of abode. It is very hard to see any wiengy
suicide is norexistent. For example in the highly developed countries like USA people commit suicide as well as in
the developing countries of Africa like Nigeria (WHO 2017). Being highly developed or being less developed are
not yardsticks for preanting suicide. This may have prompted Lee, Roser and-Ostina (2016), to have
iidenti fied those affected by suicide to be from fifte:i
rating. o0 This is a cratesfnimampar¢as.on of higher suicidal

Many Kkinds of factors give rise to incidences of
evidence of economic recessions. The latter is most applicable to those who take their lives in times of severe
economic crisis. Manyauntries of the world have withessed recessions in their economies. This has necessitated
economic hardships in same. Those who could not bear it then had an option of taking their own lives in order to run
away from the problem. This is usually exacerdatg high unemployment rates. However, the actual number of
people who had taken their own lives owing to this factor seemed to be lacking in academic literature especially in
the works done in Nigeria. AThe Kes Marathan fiftypgerceneofithoseh as a |
who committed suicide were young per sons (Befiienderst he r e
Worl dwi de 2018) . AiMore males committed suicide in dif"
figur es t herefore vary from one country to anothero (Var
2005, Suicide Survivors Forum 2018 & OECD 2018) . Al ab
fcauses of suicide wercatnon wéeht kKnbdwer esThiaimduderadr s c oL
ifiwhen one is divorced, when one is not gainfully empl
Moore 2014). These factors could lead to high incidences of suicide in a gézenraeotherwise depending on their
rates of existence.

Many Nigerians had committed suicide in recent time. One of such deaths is that of a lecturer and a 300
level student who were in different institutions of higher learning (This Day 2018). Consgdherfiilure of two
graduates to get employed caused the mother to commit suicide. Another female banker whose husband cheated on
also committed suicide. In addition a twenty three year old individual was also reported to have committed suicide
in the country. Whereas a female who was seeking admission killed herself for having a low score in university
entrance examination, a police officer also killed himself for failing promotion examination. Notably, WAEC failure
prompted two students to take away tlmin lives and another pupil for failing spelling test (Onyekakeyah 2018).

More worrisome was the death of a Medical Doctor in his early thirties by suicide. This clearly indicates
that suicide could come from any source and could happen to any persoatter his profession. No reason was
given for a student who hanged himself in his hostel room. Pressure to repay a loan made a bank manager to shoot
himself to death with gun shots (Muanya & Ezea 2017). Many Nigerians have also lost their lives suioiggh
bombing. This includes 13 childretJNICEF Nigeria 201Y, 145 girls Young Metro News (2017) and Bada
(20179, 83 children AlJazeera 2017) and young boys (PM News Nigeria 2018). Also inclusive were an old man
(Haruna 2018), three suicide bombersA{N 2018), two female suicide bombers (AFP 2017), and twopersons
(Sahara Reporters 2018). Others were two male suicide bombers (Sahara Reporters 2014), suicide bombers and 17
female suicide bombers. AFour suiciadmbdroinbEeThlke dCall ¢ NNe& v
a suicide bomber (Duku 2018), suicide bomber who was a teenager (ABC Newsa2€i¢idle bombemHindustan
Times 2018), suicide attacks (PMUTC 2017) and two suicide bombers of the opposite sex (Odeyemi 2018). Others
include suicide bombing (Ogunmade, Emejo & Sani 2018), female suicide bomber (Buhari 2017), 19 girls and
young women (Ania 2015) and a suicide attack (Vanguard October 30 2017).This was a cause of concern to many
Nigerians. This is because they killed themselves @so killed others in the process. Many people have lost their
family members owing to this. Many families have also been displaced in the process.
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Evidence abounds on suicide in Nigeria and elsewhere but no study in the former has actually focused on

fixing the different incidences of suicide in the coun
LeviBel z and Gamal i el (2018) dwelt on the fneffectivenes:c
Zhang (2018) ontheioan o bserved fhow i mpulsivity creates differen
Lund, Schultz, Thomas, Nardof f, Chowdhury and Gal br ai

suicidal clients. o0 These easdnvoked ardlithd actuad humlgei thaefit intchaey oh c c u r a
the types of suicide. Arendt (2018)6s work was apt but

suicide rates in many countries wa s isneoause thé kngvtredgd of t o Dur
these issues could help to see how the problem of suicide could be tackled.

ACompetence in conducting suicide funeralso (Mason
factors that led to those deaths were known ande¢hart e gor i sed. Akram and Batool (20
of Ai mpair ment with prevalence of suicidal behaviouro
Durkheimdéds types of suicide. Thi s f ioff,dhomas and &albrathu p por t €
(2018), stressing that @Adisability could be |inked to |

Adinkrah (2018)6s finding in Ghana has also benefi
confirmed other scientific studies inhar countries of the world of the prevalence of suicide among the elderly
especially among the males. This goes to confirm that suicide is more among the males even though its focus was

not hinged on | inking the fi neatmeny gptiohsccould be blerfefecinltobtte t y p e ¢
suicidal survivors, o (Monahan, Crowley, Arnkof f, Gl ass
suicide could be helped to handle their gr R048).THisy usi ng
could also be wused by WAsurvivors in overcoming their

Help could also be sought from physicians (Feigelman, Sanford & Cerel 2017).

Altruistic suicide could be encouraged by cultural appt which could also be beneficial to the social
system. This could be relative in that as it could be used to affirm a strong conviction in something. It could as well
be detrimental to family members, friends and other individuals who may not belithet itourse. This could be
evident in societies where less value is placed on human life. In societies where life is more precious and valuable as
well the individual would be valued and less number of individuals could be willing to die altruisticedéy thie

individual hi mself would also value his own I|ife (Stac
given soci al setting could precipitate or hinder incid
socialcapg | 6 available to individuals could necessitate in

(Moore 2017). Its higher availability i.e. capital could lead to suicide rates being lower in a particular area.
Remarkably, Johnson (1965) conclddet hat Dur khei més four types of-suici de
bel ongingness and for not being identical.ofiSocialisat
of suicide in different societies of the world (Kang & Thosuwan@ii 6). There have been incidences of suicide in

different parts of Nigeria. This has threatened the levels of-p@rsonal relationships. More worrisome is the

stigma that would arise with the incidence of suicide. Family members of suicide victitdsbeostigmatised as

well. More worrisome is the loss of lives emanating from suicide cases. Weakening power of social integration and
regulation in the Nigerian society could be causes of concern to many. People were concerned with number of
suicidesthat esult from these causes in the society. There h:
typol ogy in Ni geri a. The works reviewed failed to f
knowledge of these fixtures could help familiggvernments, agencies and other concerned organisations to

address issues of suicide in society. Knowledge of the most prevalent type of suicide in Nigeria could help policy
makers and social workers to address the issue of suicide squarely. Thesaeissssitated the need for this study.

The aim of this study was to examine the number of suicides reported online in Nigeria that fit into
egoistic, anomic, altruistic and fatalistic suicides. This would help to examine the type of suicide that is more
prevalent in the country. Firstly, the study sought to examine the prevalence of egoistic suicide in the country.
Secondly, the study sought to examine the prevalence of anomic suicide in the country. Thirdly, the study sought to
examine the prevalence otralistic suicide in the country. Fourthly, the study sought to examine the prevalence of
each type of suicide in various settings that make up Nigeria. Fifthly, the study sought to examine the associated
factor(s) necessitating each type of suicide in NégeThis would help to showcase the policy implication of the
study by providing salient recommendations. This study used a sociological approach to the study and therefore did
not rely on psychological dispositions to suicide.

Methods
Historical reseatt design was used to get information used for the study. This centred on suicides that took
place in Nigeria which were reported on Internet from January 2009 to July 2018. The research was conducted on

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Pageb1



Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

monthly basis by typing suicides that occurred iragtipular month in the computer and then sent online through

the search engine. The first and second days of each month were used to research for the previous month. A note
book was kept for recording the findings for each month. Each of the findingsnalgsed immediately in order to

find out the type of suicide it fitted into. The categorisations for each month were reviewed three times each for
clarity. Where the data was found to be misplaced it was subsequently transferred to the appropriate place.

In each preceding year the total figures were calculated. This process continued till July 2018. * was used
to indicate none in each of the columns where no figure could be fixed. There are certain areas where no exact
figures were given and it was repratad with 2***, This means that since it was obvious that they were more than
one, two was used to represent them. This was done to ensure that more anéiistimmn numbers was not
assigned to any type.

Results

Suicide is a recurring incidence in Nige People committed suicide owing to different factors ranging
from self irelated unresolved issues (n = 9), economic factors (n = 3), religious based factors (n = 376) and
normlessness (n = 3).

The types of suicide given by Emile Durkheim wereeviderMigperia. This is because people took their
own lives for different reasons. This therefore gave rise to different number of persons who committed suicide
fitting into egoistic (9), altruistic (376) and anomic (6)suicides; (N = 391; ES (n) = 9; ALS (6 ¥ 3NS (n = 6);
ALS (376) > ES (9) > ANS (6)).

Altruistic suicide was committed more in North Eastern Nigeria. Egoistic suicide was committed in all
parts of the country devoid of region. Anomic suicide was not peculiar to any region in the countngtiéltr
suicide was therefore more prevalent in Nigeria than egoistic, fatalistic and anomic suicides.

Discussion

Nigerians who were less integrated to society had to take their own lives. Effective integration to the
Nigerian society would have averted some of the suicides. Some parts of the country were well regulated while
some were not. This was also a factor uicisle occurrence in the country. Suicides which took place in Nigeria
which were reported online fell into Durkheimds types
country. People took away their own lives due to ipteesonal problems. df instance, examination failure,
promotion failure and test failure contributed to incidences of egoistic suicide.

People also selflessly took their own lives (n =376) in defence of the doctrine of their religious sect (Boko
Haram). This happened becatise people thought that Boko Haram doctrine should be propagated. However, those
who were paid in order to indulge in the act could not fall into altruistic suicide. This is because they have an
economic motive (let me die and my family would use the mpnEhis is not a true form of altruism and/or
altruistic suicide. They killed themselves quite alright but the killing was seemingly economic oriented rather than
being selflessly oriented. However, there were no records of those who were paid to imdgéde bombing.

Even if one is paid to indulge in the act, it is not enough for one to take his life. Life is precious and ought to be
safeguarded and protected as well.

Faithfulness to the religious doctrine was the driving force to the issue. Bebayseere not in support of
Western education they had no option than to fight for it by killing themselves. They also took their own lives
because government officials were said to be corrupt. They tried to address this by killing others and Kkilling
thenselves in turn. This could be a wrong approach to fight against corruption. There are many agencies legally
established for that. One is Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC). The other is Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Related Offen€zsnmission (ICPC).

Anomic suicide was less witnessed in Nigeria even though there were many anomic situations in same.
This has been given rise to by the severe economic hardships being witnessed in the country. Many people were not
able to feed themsedg and/or their family members three times daily. Some were not able to pay school fees for
their children. Some were not able to settle their debts. Salaries were not being paid promptly in some states. There
were salary cut and there were reports ohHigvel of unemployment for some graduates. This prompted some
people to commit suicide (n = 6).Communal clashes, -initgal wars, kidnapping and religious violence ought to
have made more people to commit suicide but the reverse was the case. Tleebsmdithgs that took place were
altruistic in nature and not anomic, since they were ready to die for a course. However, anomie was a contributing
factor to it.

The least prevalent form of suicide in Nigeria (n = 6) was anomic suicide. The second malenpifevm
of suicide was egoistic suicide (n = 9). The most prevalent form of suicide was altruistic suicide (n = 376) as
contained in table 1.
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The country is replete with altruistic suicide. The killings that went on in the name of religious seab were s
alarming. This is because those who committed suicide were Nigerians. It is not good for the country to loose lives
in this way. The Kkillings that go alongside suicide bombing also provoked a lot of sympathy for the country. Many
innocent Nigerians havest their lives to the activities of the Boko Haram sect. This calls to question the extent of
the strength of protection of lives and property by security agencies. A person who was willing to kill himself, Kill
others and then defend the doctrine ofeatscould be averted by the security agents from on set. Should the
leadership of the country rise up to their responsibilities this would become a thing of the past.

Nigerians need to be patient with themselves. Family responsibilities and the inabditve strenuous
problems is not enough for people to take their own i
country (egoistic suicide = 9) is also quite prevalent in the country. Endurance and patience were lacking in the lives
of those who took their lives. They needed to face their life challenges, which if they had surmounted them would
have made them stronger individuals who would have bee
life creates more social and/or ltegproblems for the sociefly family members, friends, relatives and neighbours.

The problem which the people thought would have been solved by suicide would continue waiting for others to
solve them. For instance, ngettlement of debt, ngpayment of shool fees and inability to feed three times daily

would wait for others to get them solved. Besides physical problems, stigma may also follow suit. The family would
be rated as one which had recorded a suicide case in the past. This may affect futpersoteal relationships

with the family members by members of other families. Other family members would look down on them and may
serve as an avenue for them to be castigated upon. Often times people would derogatorily refer to the family as that
suicidefamily. This would affect their interpersonal relationships with them negatively. This could lead to stressful
conditions among the affected families. It could also make some of them to be dejected in life. This could lead to
more attendant health problem

The various factors that trigger anomic suicide are prevalent in Nigeria. There is less value placed on
human life any longer as people could kill others in the name of war. In such societies people had no recourse to the
norms of the land at that poiimt time. This is an ugly development which on its own may make people to take their
own lives. There were and/or are various economic hardships bedevilling the citizens. Unemployment rate is very
high. There are many unemployed graduates. People oweshageof money which could not be redeemed at the
appointed time. There are also high interest rates which make the amount to become higher above normal. This has
also been encouraged and/or enhanced by high cost of goods and services.

Conclusion
Altruistic suicide was more prevalent in Nigeria than egoistic and anomic suicides. Online awareness
programmes would help to reduce incidences of suicide in the country.

Recommendations

Egoistic suicide could be reduced by making online courses on suicidabéd0 Internet users. There
isan increasing number of Internet users in the country. This could be an avenue for awareness creation on
preventive measures to be adopted in tackling involvement in suicide. The online courses should be in two phases.
Oneshould be for individuals and the other for government officials and community leaders. The first phase of the
programme would target solely individuals from all facets of life in the country. This would include both Nigerians
and nonNigerians who residén the country. Various strains of life and the different means to ameliorate them
would be incorporated in this phase. This would go a long way to enlightening the people on suicide preventive
mechanisms. This phase would help to reduce incidences atieguiicide to the barest minimum.

The second phase of the programme would educate government officials and community leaders on
different measures of suicide prevention. Online courses would help to educate them on how to exotmimteral
clashes, wicide bombing and near presence of anomie in some localities. It would also involve segments meant to
discourage politicians and some high ranking civil servants to shy away from corruption. Adherents of Boko Haram
sect had accused government of beingugirhence the incessant killings and the attendant suicide bombings.

In part it would create different measures that would help government to site industries in all the 774 local
government areas. This would create jobs for the unemployed youths amtethployed graduates as well. This
would help parents who may wish to commit suicide to desist from that. It would also make the youths who get
employed to remain busy at work and shy away from suicidal thoughts. Money would also be in circulation through
this measure. Debtors can make some money in order to settle their debts. Efficient agricultural production and the
siting of industries with constant power supply would keep the nation being economically viable.
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Table 1: Categorisation of Suicides into Durkheimbés Ty

S/NO CAUSE OF EGOISTIC ALTRUISTIC ANOMIC TOTAL
SUICIDE

01 Religious * 2 *** * 2
Propagation

02 Religious * 2 *x* * 2
Propagation

03 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

04 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

05 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

06 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

07 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

08 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

09 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

10 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

11 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

12 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

13 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

14 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

15 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

16 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

17 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

18 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

19 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

20 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

21 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

22 Religious * 3 * 3
Propagation

23 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

24 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

25 Religious * 3 * 3
Propagation

26 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

27 Religious * 1 * 1
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28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

58

Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Economic
Difficulty
Self

Self

Self

Self

Self

Self

Self
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation
Religious
Propagation

AR R RNRPE RPN *

*

L T

145

83

I T B T
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59 Religious * 3 * 3
Propagation

60 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

61 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

62 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

63 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

64 Religious * 17 * 17
Propagation

65 Religious * 4 * 4
Propagation

66 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

67 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

68 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

69 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

70 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

71 Religious * 2 * 2
Propagation

72 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

73 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

74 Religious * 19 * 19
Propagation

75 Religious * 1 * 1
Propagation

76 Anomie * * 1 1

77 Economic * * 1 1
Difficulty

78 Economic * * 1 1
Difficulty

Total 9 376 6 391

Source Online Materials
KEY
* NOT APPLICABLE
***SUICIDE BOMBERS WITH NO ACCURATE FIGURES =2

Limitations

Many suicides in Nigeria were left unreported. This affected the number of suicides that would have been used for the
study. Data from online social media platforms were not included in the study due to inaccurate records. In some aases suicid
attacks wee represented with suicide bombers with no specific number of persons involved in the attack. In few occasions there
might have been some double or more reporting of suicides online. The reports were clearly checked to avoid double reports.
was only tle accessible online materials that were used for the study. Hence, the study may not have included all the online
reported suicides in Nigeria. Language barrier hindered the use of data from sites not written in English Languageh&uicides
occurred bedre 1999 were not covered by the study. Besides, many suicides in Nigeria were not reported prior to the conduct of
this study. As well in some months there were no figures to show due to #tepmtage via the Internet. Hence, only the
available suicids reported online were used for this study. The findings of this study should not be used to represent other non
reported suicides, police reported suicides and eye or ear witnessed suicides in the country. There could be somatsuicides th
could fit intomore than one type of suicide at the same time. This was not covered by the study.
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Acceptability of Veterinary Services in Rural Areas of Onicha LGA of Ebonyi State:An Approach to
Diversification of Nationds Economy

By
Ibiam Sunday Mba
Departmenbf Public Administration and Local Government
University of Nigeria Nsukka

Abstract
Virtually every country of the world is known for being great in one major economic sector. Such
accounts for its exports as a nation. In Nigeria, apart from oil, agneuhas proved to reposition
the country on the path of a weliversified economy with its subectors. This paper focuses on
the acceptability of veterinary services provided by veterinarians and veterinary professionals.
Making use of this available iséces by rural households can lead to improving the animal health,
individual income and the revenue that accrue to the government. Data for this study was gathered
from primary and secondary sources. Such that about twenty years practice experiersafwas u
through observations. Focus group discussion was held and face to face interviews in order to
arrive at the rate of growth in livestock farming, level of acceptability by rural population and the
possible rise in the income of these rural dwellefse Table showing record of some years of
animal care engagement helped in drawing conclusions. Also, secondary sources assisted the
researcher in retracing views of scholars on the need to embrace agribusiness through its wealth
creating suksectors as ampproach to diversification of National economy. The findings and
discussions tapped the knowledge of years of close contact with rural livestock holders and the
result of their ability to accept innovation that leads to greater productivity in whichhtmy
benefited immensely. The recommendations is on the responsibility of government in playing its
roles with greater commitment in order to improve on national economy which has a clear
relationship with individual disposition geared toward mséctoraleconomic growth. Although
the effort on the part of policy makers, had no or less impact at a time that oil price had promised
to fall going by OPEC projections.

Keyword: Sub Sector, Livestockolder, contributions, Diversification, Economy, Income, Vie@ry services,
Rural and Growth.

Abbreviations

L/S - Livestock

FRD - Foot and rot disease

PPR - Pestdespetisruminantum (pneunenia enteritis)
ND - National Diploma or equivalent
FAO - Food and Agricultural oganization
Vet - Veterinary

Rx - Treatment

EIDs - Emerging InfectiousDiseases
RVP - Rural Veterinary Practice

CAHWS - Community Animal Health Wokers
LSH - Livestock-Holders

Acronyms

Veterinarians: Persons registered or licensed by the relevant veterinary statutory body of a country to practice
veterinary medicine/science in that country after passing through a prescribed programme of knowledge.

Livestock holders: Are rural people that have heard of livestock and take care of it.
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One Health: The collaborative effort of multiple disciplinésmaking locally, nationally, and globally to attain
optimal health for people, animals and the environment.

Veterinary professionals:Persons who are authorized to carry out certain tasks in a country through a license from
the veterinary statutory body, and delegated to them under the responsibility and direction of a registered or licensed
veterinarian.

Productivity: Multiplication of herd by veterinary services acceptability.
Rural: Villages distant remote areas of OnichaLGA were where vet services has been provided people.

Introduction

We live at a time when virtually all human endeavours have greater challenges. In fact, different sectors of
the economy today is faced with corrupting trends which militates against its productivity. For instance, the
crude oil industry as source of eggrand foreign exchange has been slowed down by the advent of alternative
energy sources such that nations who were known for that, are expecting sudden collapse of their economy. Another
serious factor is the issue of climate change which had affectéstedif subsectors of Agriculture such as,
aquaculture, fishery, livestock, crop and cereals,manufacturing industry is best managed by the technologically and
scientifically advanced economies of the world, just to mention but a few.

For countries not yeddvanced in science and technology their minor achievement in that, quickly become
obsolete. There is also high level of dependence on advanced countries of the world by these developing economies.
This unequal economic relationship calls for going backhto drawing board and for States to look into their
potentialities. These sectors or ssdrtors of rich comparative advantage be mobilized to generate income, prestige,
employment and attract foreign exchange to such States.

Nigeria and other developingconomies of the world should tow this line. One of such steps to be taken
isrepositioning livestock farming a sw#ector which had proved to be very helpful to the growth of national
economy. This can only be achieved by first recognizing possible thoe#tte development of this sigectors.

From observations however, the era of new emergingdiseases (zoonosis) had also waged a war against livestock
farming. Thus creating awareness for the rural farmers who suffer greatly the effects of this emeegisgsdis
leading to low productivity, income etc. Acceptability of veterinary services in rural areas of Nigeria becomes a
veritable measure towards diversifying nation economy.

It should be acknowledge therefore, that at all level of governance, there dradnbges policy wise to
ensure diversification of Nigeriads economy. And this
individuals, cooperate bodies, government etc. at making all econormgestdrs like livestock farming to bring its
full potentials and contributions to the fore. With the rural acceptability of veterinary services, the result is that the
impact on large animal production had been very great. In line with the above statement this have also positively
affected immensely theate of livestock production in Onicha local government selected to represent our focus area
of the south east Nigeria. This approach of diversifying our economic sectors is highly welcomed to support the
national policy in this direction.

Scope of the widy

The study will cover the level of acceptability of veterinary services in rural areas taking a local
government Onicha local government of Ebonyi state into consideration. This also represent all local government in
Ebonyi state as a sample local gavment taken out of the thirteen (13) L.G.As.

The study also tries to point at the class of individuals in the society who accept more veterinary services
and recorded benefits and results. This shows the level of improvement on individual incomeipewaiah has a
positive impact on national productivity as such results in an increase on the Gross domestic product.

Research Questions
The following research questions has been raised for the study;
a. What effect has neacceptability of veterinary séces have on livestock farming among the rural
farmers?
b. How has accepting veterinary services resulted to an increase on the rate of livestock production in Onicha
local government area of Ebonyi state?
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c. Who among the population of rural people accept ii@steterinary services in Onicha local government?

Research Objective

The aim of this paper is to ascertain the i mpact C
productivity, income, growth and sustainability in business. It will also atdia particular segment of the rural
population that accepts this services more and size of their livestock.

Methodology

The data for this study was drawn from both primary and secondary sources. The primary data was
generated from field survey carriedit in seven (7) communities out of eight (8) communities of Onicha local
government. Also information was sourced from resident rural farmers, focus group discussion and about twenty
(20) years of practice experience.This was complemented by extengise o literature on the topics veterinary
services acceptability as a way of promoting livestock business in rural areas where such has been very
critical. Absence and neacceptability of such services had resulted to failure of theascior which ieeded to
benefit in line with the diversification policies of government.

Literature Review

Nigeria has for many decades sort way of diversifying its economy. This means that the national
consciousness is guided towards this orientation. Insthth eastern part of Nigeria, livestock business finds a
conducive environment that will ensure that such endeavour thrives. As such, for household rural farmers to respond
to this diversification process, it becomes very imperative for them to accepineey services so that the life,
health, growthetc. of their domestic animals be secure with gainful reflections on returns. That means an increased
in profit, animal population, growth rate, income etc.

Agriculture a Veritable Sector for Multi -sectoral Planning

As important as this issue can be, sheep, goats,dogs, cattle etc. are though generally reared for meat
production in Nigeria (Zahradeen et al in Adewumi et al (2015:2). The emphasis is on a critical sector for
development which has fluctuatedenvthe last 50 years or so (Ephramé& Andrew, 2013:1). Retracing how rural
places have coperated in line with necessities of the time when essentially though industrialization is at the center
of economic development, it must be accompanied by progre&griaulture if the economy is guided from not
running into serious difficulties as very sectords con
but expectation on maximum productivity by economic sectors ofssators (Abott&Makeha, 1990:156).

However, the three criteria dominant in the distribution industries, speed flexibility and reliability.
Technological innovations have impacted on each of them (Peter, 2004:475). If the livestock industry is not
enhanced by relative growthhe speed and in fact reliability, that is, enduring to impact positively on the
development via agrdiversification. This is because any sustainable steps taken in that direction depicts an
innovative approach, as steps toward advancement.

At the presentit is necessary to note the way we raise animals has been transformed by industrialization.
Production has also been highly centralized and animals are treated as just another industrial product. Meat at this
era and dairy products in the industrializedietries come from factory farms in which the goal is to fatten animals
as quickly as possible. The result is that one third ¢
some developing countries. While ringworms, salmonellosis etccahiditions are transferable to humans which if
not through veterinary acceptability it becomes an increasing problem to animal and man (Peter, et al (1993:24).

One important thing is that they was a serious need for healthy line, and there also watad erpult
when measures are taken for the multiplicity of livestock population via animal care services, a dual imperative. So
on individual, corporate, eoperative, government basis etc. agro products should be controlled, and its stages be
recognized For the growth of this subector going by what obtains in other lands. The trend had been until
veterinary phase. Noted before 1950 which targeted the control of the major epidemic livestock diseases. (Gill,
1991: 205). This is a gradual understandihgur society scientifically (Ruth, 2005:8).

The time for realizing the phases helps rural farmers take advantage innovations to compliment government
resolves in food production, economic reliance for both individual and organized bodies awdrdelfOn a
general note, agriculture remains the main source of livelihood for the majority of third world people. But records
has shown that over the last twenty years and beyond, its relative importance and contributions has generally
declined.

This single mosimportant sector had remain the source of foreign exchange earnings, employment, food,
security etc. with an appreciable impact on GDP. However, most third world countries has agriculture as the single
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most important sector of production. So the livestsgksector of agriculture holds great potentials if harnessed as
it is very critical to human thought of industrialization, a move from a subsistence rural farming to money economy
(Thomas, et al 1979:44).

With the use of scarce resources of land, labzapital and management to meet the needs of people which

includes the consumer and rural farmer, the motivating factor guide thibusgness management (David &

Steven, 1987: 101). The target or objective is to have satisfaction at the individuahie\aglthe societal level with

viability of economic sectors. However, it is very pertinent to note that Agriculture, since independence, held the

key to Nigeriads rapid economic transformatiolhas povert
national and food security. Agriculture employs about-twbi r ds of Ni geri ads | abour for
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and provides about 88% ebihearnings. The crops sector contributes 85%

of the agricultural GDPljvestock (10%), fisheries (4%) and forestry (1%). Over 90% of the Nigerian agricultural

output is accounted for by small scale and subsistence farmers. (Azih, 2008:7).

A good point to note is that agriculture is at the center as a viable sector thatldargarscale investment
by government, other organized authorities and individuals. With much chase forcelait®b, the 10% earlier
stand of livestock needs to move to top otherseittors in agriculture. The livestock ssibctor of agriculture had
the second ranking in its output, showing a committed disposition to lead the economy if harnessed. The demand
from domestic, industrial and pet use of the-sabtor gives evidence of its prosperity in investment. As most young
people finds this subectora conducive scene of business at subsistence level as well. An effort aimed at effectively
investing on diversification of the crop, livestock, fishery, forestry (wildlife) to develop a robust and stable economy
because as at 1960 independence,themainsce of the nationds revenue was agl

In as much as the most common characteristics used
significant part of the 1| ocal e ¢ o mmting évenwJestockhfarngng.v e s e v
Then this integrated approach will be of use for surveillance of other health situations militating livestock
production in Nigeria (CIRAD, 2017).

Many surveys had indicated that all countries had established an institutegislative and technical
framework for organizing veterinary activities, yet there was a marked disparity between industrialized and
developing countries, with chronic under investment in the less wealthy countries (Ayi et al 2017).

This, and some othémpediments to agricultural resources makes the warning on improving on this sector
a must. In order to overcome all odds in ensuring acceptability of veterinary services and the provision of such
services by veterinarians, assistants or Community Healtkers (CAHWSs), (Mafwere, 2003; 18).

Why the emphasis is on doing much in other sectors, is that since early October, 2018, crude oil has lost
around 30 percent of its value amid surging supply and fears that an economic downturn will erode fuel demand
(Vanguard, October'62018).

There had existed a serious distortions in the economy which accelerated the rate of migration of labour
from agriculture (FMAWRRD, 2018:19,Kemi, 2016:1). This problem as stated above need be solved, thus the most
promising setor of the economy which is Agriculture must be considered in the face of the possibilities of every
household ready to engage in livestock production.

The previous mainstay of the economy is still very critical to the economy and national development
(Suberu 2015:4). Livestock enterprise had been noted as most viable among othsedals in Agricultural
sector because it amounts to primary household assets (Marogi, 2012:316).

This makes easier for the sabctor to attract more people into it as indable at the present time. As
there is critical projection that the demand for food from animal agriculture is anticipated to nearly double by 2050
(NAS 2015:1). For all these reasons, human need, industrial need, economic need, employment need and food
security need, accepting and using veterinary services in our rural areas will respond creditably to those needs and
encourage a growth in local animal production which contributes to national economic growth and development.

Public Policy Alternative for Productivity in Livestock Enterprises

The rise in sources results from efforts put forward by farmers to supplement their income from animal
health to a reasonable extent empower the rural people (Silkin&Kasirye: 2002:10). This is because there is in
addtion the challenge of new diseases and new manifestations of existing diseases through changing
epidemiological circumstances, livestock husbandry and trading pattern. (FAO, 2008). In this era of
industrialization, smallholder sector of livestock produttare expected to rise in size (Scholtz et al in Simela,
2012:14). That is only possible if states through policies ensuretdtay disease management control (Frawley,
2002:7).

The emphasis is on the rural people to accept veterinary services foealte of their animals and to
increase productivity (Mirajkar, et al, 2011:2). Scholars who had talked about diversification had always made direct
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involvement of government in the business of agriculture a case of necessity (Eko, et al 2013:1) Niyetids
agriculture will be professionalized through education promotion and professionalized training incentives to
encourage young people to embrace agriculture production, processing, extension services and marketing (Ejiofo, et
al 2012:434).

Efforts & increasing productivity of livestock production should be scaled up in order to achieve the
desired standard and output in the industry (Elehu, 2017:8). As the demand for information on livestock production
is growing, both in the sense of demands exqa@sy the producers themselves, and in the more general sense of
growing potential for increasing production through the delivery of information (Kwaghe et al 2015:6).

Opportunity for an Additional Income to Households

In boosting individualncome through articulate policies which is implemented down the-goagsholds
something great for the future. For instance, the green revolution holds also a great promise advancement and
growth of agricultural production (Gupta, 2012:197). On thesiotrand, as we we look intently the embarrassing
crowdof youth graduates looking for jobs that are not there, livestock business brings empowerment and income
generation which reduces the trend that accompanies joblessness among our teaming youth.

In most countries of the world, however, livestock rearing is a subsidiary enterprises for many rural
households for generating additional income along with crop production (Sharma, 2010;147). At all levels the
intensification of commitments is needed so tae specialized production with high level of input infam
and to the purchase point gérm, in providing good example (Sanders,1996:93).

Attending to the health need of the flock is very important in checking livestock diseases (Gillespie, etal
2010:551, Kumor, 2016: 117). This amounts to steps to be taken if is to supply its value to the economy. Having
seen the wealth of agriculture in line with government policy on diversifying the economy and making agriculture
the base, such policies advandedeffectiveness (New Telegragh of April,"2(®018:24). The valued potentials of
agricultural subsectors and its complimentary thrust in developing individualsadbors in agriculture, gives more
impetus.

Results/Findings
Verifiable compilations vthin the period of our study revealed communities/villages of the livestock
holders and their capacity of stock and its type or specie of ovine mostly.

Table |
Years of experience in community vet. Services with householders disposition in livestock fangiin
Onicha LGA of Ebonyi state

Community Villages Name of L/S holder Qual. NoofL/S Specieltype

Aniomalsu Isuachara Peace Onu ND 20 Goat
Isuachara Chief Idika FSLC 6 Sheep
Isuachara NjokuUde ND 2 Dog
Isuachara Chika United ND 30 Pig
Isuachara Odi Oji Non 8 Goat
Isuachara Madam Jukwaese Non 10 Goat
Isuachara Chukwu Aja Non 8 Goat
Isuachara NwinyinyaNjoku Non 10 Goat
Isuachara Paul chukwu FSLC 15 Goat
Isuachara Linus Ekwe FSLC 20 Goat
Isuachara OgechiNjaoba Non 8 Goat
Isuachara Joseph Ogudu Non 6 Goat
Isuachara NwankwoOdi Non 6 Goat
Isuachara Comfort Acha Non 1 Dog
Isuachara Oziemeeze NCE 4 Dog
Isuachara AniOkorie Non 40 Goat
Isuachara AugustinaAni FSLC 4 Goat
Isuachara Agnes Obasi FSLC 4 Dog/goat
Mgbom Brother Odi Non 40 Sheep
Uhuobia UdenweNdu B.Sc 2 Dog
Isata EzekielNwite Non 30 Dog
Uhuobia Simon Nwangwu Non 20 Dog
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fi Emma Nwite Non 8 Dog
fi OdiOkorie M.Ed 1 Dog
f EkweMkpokoro Non 15 Sheep
fi OkwyOdi Non 20 Dog
fi EmekaAni FSLC 30 Dog
f FrancyOkorie Non 6 Dog & goat
o} OkoroEsu FSLC 20 Dog & goat
f NwekeUdenwe B.Ed 10 Goat
f NgoziOgbu Non 3 Goat
Mgbaeze Papa Onyebuchi Non 4 Sheep
Mgbom UkaNwachima Non 7 Goat
f Angelina Odii Non 8 Goat
Isata Esther Odi Non 200 Sheep
f OgbonnayaNkwo Non 30 Goat
Obinegu Joy Onwe NCE 30 Goat
fi OdiNjoku Non 28 Dog
fi Simeon Chukwu FSLC 8 Sheep
Obinegu Collective  village Non 100 Goat
treatment

Amanato BessiOkoro Non 5 Dog
Amanato EzeNwata SSCE 1 Dog
Amanato ChukwuOkike Non 20 Goat
Amanato Constance Ogbu NCE 25 Goat
Amanato Ngozi Kenneth ND 20 Goat
Amanato NnennaOkorie Non 8 Sheep
Amanato UzomaOffor Non 5 Goat
Akanu NwanjaUka Non 80 Goat
fi DikoDiko Non 4 Goat & dog

Isu Umunikolsu PaulinusNjoku FSLC 20 Goat

Community
Umunikolsu UzorNwachukwu FSLC 20 Sheep
Umunikoksu Godwin FSLC 120 Goat
Umunikoksu Fabian Okoro TCII 20 Goat/Dog
Umunikolsu NgoziOkoro FSLC 10 Goat
Umunikolsu Mama Ekenne Non 4 Goat
Umuntolsu Damian Ayaru Non 1 Dog
Umunikolsu OgbonnayaOffia Non 2 Dog
Agbebolsu Maxwell Eze NCE 80 Sheep
Agbebolsu Mama Onyearmy Non 10 Goat
Agbebolsu Mama Onyearmy Non 12 Sheep
Agbebolsu Igene James SSCE 300 Pigs
Agbebolsu Abaa Innocent SSCE 15 Goat&Sheep

AmanatoOnicha Ufuopoke Chinedu Elder Non 8 Dogs

fi fi Mama Sunday Non 10 Goat

f fi IchieUzor Non 9 Goat

f Ufuopoke Agnes Agbafor Non 23 Goat

f Ufuopoke Caroline Ogo FSLC 10 Goat

f Ufuopoke IfeomaAnthony Non 8 Goat

f Ufuopoke ChukwuEze FSLC 2 Goat

f Ufuopoke Chinero John Non 6 Goat

f Afoudo Collective treatment 15 Goats
Afoudo Collective treatment 5 Shep
Afoudo Abaannenaya SSCE 80 Sheep
Afoudo AbaaNnenaya Non 160 Goat
Afoudo Bro Nwinyinya Non 70 Goats
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Goat
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Goat
Sheep/goat
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Source:Field Survey 1998018

Note: Names usedare popular village names which the respondents and livestock holders are kndinshould

be noted that table | above showed rural farmers who engaged the services of a vet professional. Within this years
of our enquiry, those who have low#d of education and those with no formal education were seen as having
greater zeal to accept vet services. In terms of number of livestock owned by individual holder, the one owned and
managed by those with low level of education was greater compaiteat teared by people with higher education.

Sample of Communities, Villages and Livestockholders Interviewed

Table 2

Community Village L/S holder Edu No Female Male
Aniomalsu Izuachara Peace Onu ND 20 a

Aniomalsu Obinegu Joy Eze ND 15 a

Aniomalsu Isata Ester Odi Non 200 a

Aniomalsu Isata Ngozi Kenneth ND 50 a
AmanatoOnicha Amanato AbaaNnenna SSCE 60 a
Onichalgboeze Enegu UzomaEgwu Non 100 a
Onichalgboeze Ezekporoke OkorieAbaa SSCE 150 a
Onichalgboeze Ezekporoke Josephine Uzor Non 108 a
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Onichalgboeze Akanu NwanjaUka Non 80 a
Isu Agbebor Maxwell Eze NCE 80 a
Total 863 7 3

Source: 2018 Field Survey.

As can be seen in table 2 above, the villages of the respondent livestock householders \wetieatksd.

The names, level of educational qualification, number of animal/livestock treated/vaccinated and the sex of the
householder.

It can be seen however, that women were higher in number among those who keep and care for livestock.
Representing abo4%. While men who rear and manage livestock represented about 36 % of the total livestock
enterprise in Onicha LGA.

The interview revealed that since they accepted veterinary services, the rate of multiplication (growth) had
been very appreciable andghisuch that they no longer lose their livestock to some diseases like actnobacillosis
(wooden tongue), acinomycosis (lumy Jaw), blackleg, bloat, Brucellosis, leptospirosis, listeriosis, malignant edema,
pinkeye, sleeping fever, white muscle disease @litleépie & Flanders, 2010:551).

It was also highly indicative that from the results of the innovative era the level of acceptability of
veterinaryservises had gradually risen. Also of note during the interview is that the total of ten persons (10)
represating about 5.1 % out of the total population that have accepted veterinary services provision in Onicha local
government areas of Ebonyi state from 1-2888.

Table 3

Focus Group Discussions Conducted

Community Village No of Rate Remark
particip (Acceptabil
ants ity)

Onichalgboeze Enegu 3 20/8/2018 Appreciable

Aniomalsu Amanato 4 29/12/2018 Appreciable

Isu Agbebo 3 29/12/2018 Appreciable

Anioma Mgbaleze 4 31/12/2018 Appreciable

Onicha AmanatoOnicha 5 18/1/2019 Appreciable

Abomage/Ukawu Ugwuekuma 3 21/12/2018 Fair

Total 22

Source: 2018 Field survey

The researcher interacted with the focus group, as can be seen in table 3 above. The focus group discussion referred
to the three areas of concern, thus:

1. Ascertaining the rate of growth of livestock since the innovation,

2. The level of acceptability and

The relationship between the above outlined issues and householders income. All these will help get
answers to the research questions recorded at the bepioithis paper. However, members of the group were
selected from seven villages out of eight communities of the local government area, this includes three (3) from
Onichalgboeze, (Enegu), eight (8) in Aniomalsu, (Amanato&Mgbaeze). Others are IsB)hiéghebo), Onicha,
five (5) (AmanatoOnicha), AghomegeUkawul and 2, three (3) (Ugwuekwuma). These discussions were carried out
between August 2018 and".8anuary 20109.

About 95 percent of them agreed that the acceptability of vet services providad gpvernment and
other private veterinary professionals has improved productivity. Therefore the innovation is highly appreciated. So
the awareness is high. About twenty two (22) persons were involved in the discussion.

Table 4

Respondent 6s MNortaditwsinGrthe inrtovatve era

Community Villages Name of L/S holder No of animals Loses
Onichalgboeze Enegu UzomaEgwu 100 2
Onichalgboeze Ezekporoke AbaaOkorie 150 2
Onichalgboeze Akanu NwanjaUka 80 Non
Onicha Amanato NnennaAbaa 80 Non
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Aniomalsu Isata Ester Odii 200 2
Aniomalsu Isata Joy Onwe 28 1
Aniomalsu Umuokpara Constance Ogbu 25 1
Aniomalsu Uhuobia NwekeUdenwe 20 Non
Aniomalsu Isata Ngozikenneth 20 1
Onichalgboeze Ezekporoke Josephine Uzor 108 1
Total 811 10

Source: 2018 field survey

Table 4 shows that there were only minor losses per annum. Such that in a total number of livestock of
about hundred (100) only one (1) mortality will be recorded representing about 1% or 1.5% loss. This has been the
case sincehe innovative era in the face of emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) (Babalobi, 2016: 3 the
treatment (Rx) also prevent other unidentified diseases in livestock leading to a greater advantage to the livestock
holder, the study revealed.

Discussiors and conclusion

Following the interviews, discussions and knowledge from years of practiceExperience,it is certain that the
rural livestockholders have accepted vetServices in order to avoid highmortality in their livestock. This will also
mean thatAll bhe efforts put in place so as to supplement their income per a year by rearingAnimals like goat, sheep,
poultry, pig, and cattle etc. will be of no value. The investigations also revealed some percentage of the population
of the ruralPeople have notacoegivet services provision for a mere reason that such drugsAnd treatments have no
positive effects or that it will affect negativelytheConsumption of the food meat from the products. The result is that
they had lostCompletely their livestock todiseasestawved been discouraged from raising Animals.

As was shown in table 4, the discussions of the focus group brought out mostly an Appreciablerate
signifying that those who had made use of vet services had hadadditional 50 percent income in the ratelof livest
production in Onicha LGA ofEbonyi state. The discussion with respondents numbering about 22from seven (7)
Communities of Onicha LGA.The rural people have no other source of income except the proceedsfrom their crops
and good will from relatives. For dlty the resources fromLivestock production whether in a large scale or at a
subsistence level,Supplements very effectively. The age of these livbstideks ranges from35 and 65
respectively. Traditionally, the value of goat, sheep etc.accounts fordinereason for keeping them in addition to
the incomegeneration. Those who accept most vet services in Onicha LGA are those withouteducational
gualification and those with low educational qualification. These groupare found most among rural livestock
holdes. Figure 1 below indicates true resultsof vetacceptability. They also exist an increase in rate of growth,
increase rise in the useof animal health services provision and a clear communication to the income riseto rural
livestockholders.
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Figurel: Ri se i n Growth and I ncome through LSH6s Vet Servic
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Source: 2018 Field survey
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Recommendation

1 Government should create a livestock intervention fund which will be given to the youth to enable them go
into livestock business as a source of generating additioc@ine. The use of such funds be monitored to
see whether such youth have actually used that for the purpose it was made. The essence of encouraging the
youth is because the enterprise is not as cumbersome as youth as crop farming.

1 The elites and those ethted householders who according to our findings are not much in livestock
business should be encouraged by the introduction of improved breed through government assistance. This
will encouraged their involvement in boosting the i

1 Goverment should also ensure that the vet clinics are functioning and that all veterinarians and
professionals are made to work in order to deliver the need professional animal care, advice and
enlightenment to the rural livestock farmers. This they must dmbtyvating the rural vet workers for
disease, control and prevention in order to increase income.

Conclusion

The issue of economic diversification calls for people and the government to finemany ways of increasing
resources through different sectors authsectors of theNational economy. More especially from sectors that had
delivered greater economic value in past years but were abandoned or lesser interest paid to it. In most cases because
of cash flows from petroleum industrialsector. To cushion ffecteof an impending economic crunch occasioned
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byinstability in petredollar prices, diversification by renewing the resourceContribution of all sectors will be very
responsive.Economic recession had also been recorded mostly after every generad elddtgeria, an indication

that the national economy is porous. All these considerations tends to reawaken Nigerians on the danger of a
monolithic economy and gains of improving other economic sectors argkstdrs of agriculture.
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Abstract
The Nigeran policy of disarticulation of the junior secondary school to merge it with the primary
school in 2004 brought about the dearth of teachers. To overcome this challenge, government
upgraded some teachers from the primary school system to teach in trespoundary schools,
these teachers are ter med Aupl oaded teacherso. Th
performance of uploaded teachers in terms of knowledge of the subject matter content and
evaluation of st udent sdystemetheoryg, thendewsof a podulatiomoff t he soci
458 principals and the vice principals in all the secondary schools in the three Education Zones of
Abia State was analyzed. The instrument used in this study was a twenty item validated structured
guestionnaie which was divided into four sections. The questionnaire had a reliability coefficient
of 0.82. Data collection was by personal hand delivery. Measttconducted at a probability
level of 0.05 was used for data analysis. The result of this researals shat the uploaded
teachers have poor knowledge of their subject matter contents. However, the research discovered
they have significant competence in the evaluation

Key words: uploaded teachers, evaluation, schbdalisarticulation, re-articulation.

Introduction

Every formal education system actualizes its aims and objectives by working with teachers. Teachers,
according to Schofield (1977:23), are people specially trained in the art of sheghiagiour. They interact with
other people and direct their behaviours to suit the expectations of the society. Atanda and Lameed (2006:362) see
the teacher as a professional who imparts skills, knowledge, information, attitude etc into the leamea. aAth
Lameed (2006:362) conclude by saying that HAEfifhsscti ve M
characteristics, or qualities which include his knowledge, clarity, wittiness (awareness of everything happening in
the classroom), organiat i o n, ent husi asm, endur ance, friendliness,
interacting with children, teachers imbue in them the habits that will enable them to function effectively, live happily
and contribute towards the development of teegieties.

Disarticulation is a term used to refer to the removal of the first three years of secondary education from the
secondary school and merging it with the primary school system according to the requirements of the Basic
Education as stated in tiNational Policy on Education, (FRN 2004:39).

The disarticulation of secondary schools in Abia State into Junior and Senior Secondary Schools in 2006
brought about teacher shortage problem. To overcome the problem, government resorted to transfeetiagnteac
the primary schools to teach in the secondary schools, particularly, the Junior Secondary Schools. These teachers
transferred from the primary schools to teach in the s

Uploaded teachers tw are NCE holders) are particularly trained to teach in the Basic education level of
the school system. This sets a limit to what they can do at the secondary school level. The limitation in qualification
may reflect in the classroom performance of trechers and calls for research to investigate the gravity of the
problem and how to remedy it.The policy put in place to upload teachers to fill the gaps has been criticized for
producing low quality teachers. One of such critics is Nwachukwu (2010:102)aigeal an alarm that they should
be downloaded to teach in the primary school. These teachers are criticized because they cannot function effectively
at certain levels of the education system.
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This study wishes to ascertain the performance of uploadethées using the views of principals. The
problem of this research put in question form is: What are the views of principals regarding classroom performance
of uploaded teachers? The primary purpose of this study is to evaluate the classroom perforrheuioer <zl
Basic Education (U.B.E.) uploaded teachers in Abia State secondary schools. Specifically, the study examined the
opinion of principals regarding how good uploaded teachers perform in two aspects: knowledge of the subject
matter contentandevalt i on of studentsd performance. I n terms of
in Abia State. The content scope looked at teacher classroom performance variables like knowledge of subject
matter and evaluation oébnstoandebhhsdupétobhdemhaneacheDegdi
terms of the selected variables were made on the bases of gender and location (urban and rural areas).The population
for the study consisted of 458 principals and vice principals in secondary sandlésthree Education Zones of
Abia State. However, the word principals will be used throughout this study to refer to both principals and vice

principals.

The theory on which the study is based is the social systems theory. The school is an exangdébf a s
system. In the view of Obike (2010:58) fAa social syst:
with each other in a situation which has at |l east a ph
which the cmponents are people. Each individual és behaviou

sociological attributes (Peretomode, 2001:94).system is shaped by his

Every social system has actors and roles which play within it. In the school syswentsitonstitute both
the inputs and the outputs, while the teachers constitute the processing system. Both the teachers and the students
interact within the school environment and the environment of the larger society. This is why this theory is chosen
as the theoretical background for this study.

The result of this research shows that there is a significant difference between the mean rating scores of
male and female principals on the extent uploaded teachers have knowledge of their subject matter Abtite
end of the investigation done by this research, it was discovered that there is no significant difference between the

opinions of the urban and the rural secondary school
s t u d e n tng dutcomesaThin implies that the uploaded teachers have weak knowledge of their subject matter
but are efficient in the evaluation of their students®o

The Policy of Uploaded Teachers

The problem of teacher inadequacy has been recuimmiridigeria in general and Abia State inclusive.
Odeme (2014:40) conducted a research on wastage in secondary schools in Aba Education Zone and observed that
there is acute shortage of teachers in secondary schools in Aba Education Zone to the eathdristtalent ratio
of 1:60 in some rural schools and 1: 50 in the urban areas. When such problems as the shortage of teachers occur,
government attempt to solve the problem by Il aying her
opened the dwrs of the school for anyone who wished to become a teacher. This saw the employment of even
market women as teachers in the primary schools, and what was called pivotal teachers in the secondary school,
(Taiwo, 1981:94).

The establishment of UBE systempolicy which demerged the junior secondary schools from the senior
also created a shortage of teachers in the upper basic level. To overcome the problem this time, government resorted
to transferring some teachers in the primary schools to teach iretoadary schools, particularly, the Junior
Secondary Schools. These teachers transferred from the primary schools to teach in the secondary schools were
regarded as the AUpl oaded Teacher s 0-merdifgofdlmjuniorardthe i cul at |
senior secondary schools to become one school again), the uploaded teachers found themselves to be staff of the
secondary school system rather of the primary school which their NCE training originally prepared them for. By the
incidence 6 re-articulation, the uploaded teachers now found themselves teaching up to senior secondary level and
even some of them teaching the examination classes of West African Examination Council (WAEC).

Since the original training conceived for these teachas to equip them for the junior secondary or the
Basic Education level and now they have circumstantially found themselves at the senior school, hence, there are
doubts about their capabilities in coping with the lesson topics at the senior secondalyeseh. It is on the basis
of doubts on the intellectual abilities and capabilities of the uploaded teachers to cope with teaching in all the classes
in “secondary school environment that this research was embarked upon.

Methodology
The research adopted descriptive survey as its design. The population for the study was 458 male and
female school principals all of which were used for the study. A set-té20structured questionnaire validated by
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five experts and having a rdbidity coefficient of 0.82 was used for data collection. This showed that the instrument
had a high value of internal consistency and could be used for the study. Data collection was by personal hand
delivery. A 4point Likert type scale of Very High Esmt (VHE), High Extent (HE), Low Extent (LE), and Very
Low Extent (VLE) was used in designing the instrument. Mean aedttwere used for data analysis. Two
hypothetical questions were employed;

Hol: There is no significant difference between the meating scores of male and female school
principals on the uploaded teachersd knowledge of thei.

HO2: There is no significant difference between the mean rating scores of rural and urban school
principals on the upfllearaimyeudcomes.acher sé evaluation

The hypotheses were tested at a probability level of 0.05.

The results were presented in TABLE 1 and TABLE 2.

The result on TABLE 1 depicted thaest Analysis of Mean Rating Scores of Male and Female Principals

onUploaded@acher s6 Knowledge of Their Subject Matters.
Sources n X SD Df P teal terit Decision
Males 150 2.44 0.20 456 <0.05 2.71 1.96 Reject H.
Females 308 2.39 0.15

The results of hypothesis test presented in TABLE 1 show that there is a significant difference between the
mean rating scores of male and female principals on the extent uploaded teachers have good knowledge of
their subject matter contents.
From thetable, the mean rating score for the 150 male principals is 2.44 with a standard deviation of 0.20. The
mean rating scores for the 308 female principals is 2.39 with a standard deviation of 0.15. The degree of
freedom is 456 with a probability of 0.05. dteritical t is 1.96. The calculated t is 2.71. Since the
calculated t is greater than the critical t, the null hypothesis is rejected.
Table 2.
The result on table 2.depicted theest Analysis of Mean Rating Scores of Urban and Rural Sdbritipals
on the Uploaded Teachersdéd Evaluation of Learning Ou

Sources n X SD df P teal terit Decision
Urban 253 2.60 0.19 456 <0.05 1.89 1.96 Do not reject]
Rural 205 2.56 0.25 Ho

Results of thédnypothesis test presented in table 2 shows that there is no significant difference between the
opinions of the wurban and the rural secondary school
studentsd | earning out the calewated tTwith \saluewt 1s89) @rix ghe critical d(whifclr o m
has a value of 1.96). Since the calculated t value was less than the critical value, the null hypothesis was not rejected.

From the table, the mean score of the 253 urban school principal®.6fasith a standard deviation of 0.19,

while the mean score of the 205 rural school principals and was 2.56 with a standard deviation of 0.25. The

probability level was 0.05. Hence, the null hypothesis was not rejected since the calculated t was less th

the critical value.

Conclusion and Recommendations
This research was carried out to evaluate the classroom performance of the uploaded teachers in Abia State.
This was against the backdrop of Secondaregptmé@edudoat i on M
Basic school teachers to teach in the secondary schools. To carry out the research, two research questions and two
hypotheses were stated.
The findings of our investigation show that the uploaded teachers, according to the principatiefivien in
the knowledge of their respective subject areas of specialization. They were said to be efficient in
evaluation of learning outcomes. Educational implication of the study is that the students taught by these
uploaded teachers might not betoegt sufficient knowledge from the teachers. This has consequences to
examination malpractice and productivity among future Nigeria work force.
The research therefore recommends the following:
1 That remediation programmes be organized for the uploadduketsac
1 There should be regular supervisions by the school principals
1 There should be a standard and uniform entry requirement across the nation irrespective of ethnicity.
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1 The body concerned with the training of the NCE holders should provide thenadetiuate knowledge
of their subject matter.
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Abstract
This paper explored the importance of girl child education as a gateway to national development
with emphasis on theosial work perspective. It examined the factors that hinders girl child
education and the way forward. This is a theoretical research and secondary means of data
collection was used. Findings revealed that girl child education is necessary as it empewers t
girl child holistically. The paper recommends that policies on education should be fully
implemented and concludes that, there is need-&amghasize and fawaken the mind of all on
the undisputable importance of gathild education which is a toobf national development in
Nigeria.

Keywords: Girl-child, education, gateway, national development.

Introduction

Education is a fundamental human right that should be availed to all citizens irrespective of age, sex and
nationality, and its importance cannot be over emphasized as it is like a light shone on the pathway of an individual
to dispel the darkness of igreon ¢ e . Just as the saying goes #if you ar e
education is an important tool for nation building as a nation cannot make progress if its human resources are not
informed.

The patriarchal nature of the African societgs¢he life of a woman as that which should be in the kitchen
and of course the Ainner r o o m3d6 yea®noll)e shais lping drepared forup t o
marriage. Most parents find it difficult to give the girl child quality educaticsedaon the belief that, it is a waste of
money as she would practically end up in the kitchen of another man.

This study sees education of the girl child as important as that of their male counterparts. The society
should be awakened to the fact that, guedividual is important and resourceful regardless of gender. Education of
the girl child exposes the girl to realize her full potentials, prepares her to become a good wife and mother with more
room for selfimprovement.

Furthermore, the songs of so myagreat women who have impacted so greatly towards the development
and growth of the society such as Dr. Ngozi Okedmjeala, Late. Dora Akunyili, Ms. Funke Opeke, Mrs. Winifred
Oyo-lta, Prof. Bolanle Awe, Mrs. Chimamanda Adichie and Mrs. Sola Borhaigytsung in the national dailies to
buttress the point that Awhat a man can do, a woman cal

The incidence of poverty, illiteracy and prostitution amongst the female folks is at an alarming rate.
Women are being lured into prostitution unknowynall in the bid to come out of poverty and become independent.
Some die even before they pass the shores of Nigeria, some are used for rituals, others are abused as child labourers
and sex workers.

On December, 14 2018, in Benue State of Nigeria, ay@arold man got married to an 18 years old girl.
This shows the alarming rate at which girl child marriage is increasing. Is this not a tender age for marriage,
especially that she is not matured enough to be a mother, with no skills, no informatieweandonfidence to
shoulder the responsibilities of a wife?.

Anot her negating problem to girl child education |
satisfaction of the needs of men, caring for babies, executing domestic chores and caagsndgibw is this
possible for a young girl at that age who does not even have a full grasp of herself as a woman, talk more of
understanding the bigger responsibility of a family life?
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It is against these backdrops that, the researcher seeks to exaengaisles, factors and impact of -girl
child education to national development and also highlight the roles of social workers in addressing the issue of girl
child education in Nigeria.

Conceptual Issues
1 Girl -child

The girkchild is a biological female offsing from birth to 18 years of age. During this period, the young
girl is totally under the care of the adult who may be parents, guardians or elder siblings. It is also a period when the
girl-child is malleable, builds and develops her personality aadacter. She is very dependent on others on who
she models her behaviour, through observation, repetition and imitation. Her physical, mental, social, spiritual and
emotional developments start and progress to get to the peak at the young adult staden&(@001).

The development of any society would be grossly lopsided if the girl child is not given quality education.
Education in any normal society is accepted as an instrument to power, prestige, survival, greatness and
advancement for men and wom@ihe United Nations General Assembly (2001) adopted the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights which stipulates that everyone has the right to education which shall be free at least in elementary
and primary stages. Similarly, the National Policy on Edanaémphasizes among other things that there will be
equal opportunities for all citizens. However, Osinulu (1994) lamented that thehiltlis discriminated against in
terms of education and given out to marriage early thereby denying thehitgrithe required competences for
community development.

1 Education

According to Akinpelu (2004) education is the process of providing information to an inexperienced person
to help the individual develop physically, mentally, socially, emotionafiiritually, politically and economically.

Education is the process through which individuals are made functional members of their society, Olawale
(2016). It is a process through which the young acquires knowledge and realizes her potentials and dges them
selfactualization. It enables her to be useful to herself and others. It is a means of preserving, transmitting and
improving the culture of the society. In every society education connotes acquisition of something good, something
worthwhile.

Educaton is implicitly a part of culture as it is a lifeng learning process that enables a person,
irrespective of age; understand the relationship between the environment and his or her peculiar circumstances.
Education, whether formal, informal or noformal, helps towards the development of a complete balanced and
rational personality. Consequently, the lack of education will have negative influences on the individual, family and
society at large. According to Ferguson and Dickens (2003) Community Dewalog@D) seeks to empower
individuals and groups of people by providing these groups with the skills they need to effect change in their own
communities. They stressed further that CD involves changing the relationships between ordinary people in
positionsof power so that everyone can take part in the issues that affect their lives. It starts from the fact that within
any community there is a wealth of knowledge, experience and creativity which can be harnessed and channeled
into collective actionto achiece t he communi tyés desired goal s. Thus, ed
effective participation in CD.

Marshal (2003) states that women make up more than half of the Nigerian population, and they have been
known to have contributed in manyaws to the development of the society. Hence, for thechilll to face the
challenges of our time, full participation requires they have access to the benefits of formal and informal education
to the same level, and of the same quality as that givdretmen. He stressed that it is the only way theatitt
can contribute maximally to the soed@onomic development of their communities and Nigeria at large. In support
of this, Schacter (2010) ar gued t hiafluencechhby lerviroenmeidtad i nt el
changes and that early childhood was a key to improvin
life. It is in the light of the above that Stronquist (2000) stressed thati8id education involves equippirgjrls
who later grow up to women with the knowledge, abilities and mental powers with which they will be useful to
themselves, the family and the society.

Literature Review

Girl child education has become a global concern because the girl child isveot efjual access to
education as the male folks, yet education has great impact on future mothers and sustainable development of a
nation.
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Report shows that Nigeria has one of the lowest spends per head foe education; 40% of children aged 6 to
11 do notattend primary schools while the Northern region records the lowest school attendance rate in the country,
especially for girls.

Factors that impedes girtchild education

Schoolingbequeaths ogirls andwomena disposition for a lifelong acquisition ofh&wledge, morals,
attitudes, competence and skills. To achieve this and ensure equal acedssatmn the National Policy
on Educationstates that access éducationis a right for all Nigeriarchildrenregardless of gender, religion and
disability. Recently, the situation with education has greatly improved, but there are still several issues with
educating the girl child.

Okorie (2017) noted that, a study in the Southern part of the country reviealddthers are deliberating
not allowing their daughters to go to school because they consider investments in female education as unprofitable,
since the girls are Ilikely to end up in anot htent mands
factor affecting girl child academic achievement as p:é
improved student achievemeint. this study, we will be looking at some factors responsible for poor education of
the girl child:

1 Poverty

One great challenge of the girl child not getting educated is poverty. Poverty is a deadly disease that inflicts
a lot of pain, sorrow and anguish on its victims. It has been so from generation to generation and until a decisive
action is taken againstit,t wondét go. Education is a tool to ending
not stop laying emphasis on the need for education, especially for the girl child. She is the most neglected
concerning education in Africa. Ashley (2019).

Povertyis a tree with so many branches which has been fighting girl child education, exposing her to so
many social ills in the society which hampers her optimal development and hinders social functioning as opposed to
her male counterparts. Most girls come fraaery poor homes and the parents would not think of sending them to
school since they have so many other children to take care of. Other family responsibilities and challenges could
also make parents decide against educating the girl child as they seasthieemones responsible for taking care of
the home and their younger siblings. Khadijat (2016).

Nigeria possesses a stark dichotomy of wealth and poverty although the country is rich in natural resources.
Its economy cannot meet the basic needs of thplpebational statistics report that the trend in poverty is on the
increase and progress towards meeting the Millennium Development Goal of eradicating extreme poverty and
hunger is slow and this has caused a steady increase in the number of poor &pdsag them to undue
hardship. Emmanuel (2016).

1 Early Marriage

In a chat with one of the victims of early marriage, she revealed how she got married due to lack of funds to
aid her go to school with the hope that her husband would put her in schqadyatite bills. She said she ended up
not being able to go to school because going into marriage only added to her responsibilities such as child rearing
and taking care of her family which are time consuming and require energy that could otherwise hlmn spent
schooling.

More alarming is the sad reality that the condition of the mother subjects the children to bad health
conditions such as malnutrition, low weight and various illnesses because the young mothers are still at the stage of
growth and their bads are not fully ready to be sexually active for child bearing. An illiterate mother who does not
understand the reproductive health of her children cannot provide the right sex education. Osinulu (1994).

This situation shows that girls between the aafethirteen to fifteen are given into marriage and thereafter
begin to face the challenges of child birth. One, they are denied the opportunity of formal education as they could
not have any solid economic base or resources. With little or no educadal, Geccess to credit facilities, they are
subordinated perpetually to their husband for almost everything, even the way they think and behave. This does not
only affect the young women or rather theginildren but also their offspring who due to tt@lapse of social and
religious welfare services, are dumped with their unsecured mothers. These children are often faced with the
problem of proper parental guidance. As a result, they goirldsome urban gangs or go into crime due to the
nature of thi upbringing. Khadijat (2016)

Poverty also contributes to making these girls financial providers to their families. They go into hawking on
the streets, which exposes them to the risk of road accidents. They engage in menial jobs like house maid and lots
more. All these exposes them to sexual abuse.
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1 Teenage Pregnancy

Girls often become pregnant at a very young age and abandon their educational carriers. According to
statistics, many African girls particularly the adolescents have been thrown seitaafl due to teenage pregnancy.

Often times some parents could not even support those that have put to birth let alone sending them back to school
due to poverty and ignorance about the relevance of education. The young mothers on their part becatee frustr
and traumatized about raising their child especially when the father of the child is unknown or unwilling to shoulder
the responsibilities of the child. This leaves the girl child with no other option than to look for menial jobs to take
care of herdéand the child. Alabi, O, & Isaac, O (2017).

Less than one half of all states mandate sex education and for those that do, the consent often falls on the
parent, leaving many young teens uneducated about sexual intercourse, the female reproductivearsystem
outcomes of unprotected séxo include pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.

While there is one cause contributing to unintended pregnancy, there are many reasons for teenage
pregnancy which include peer pressure, family dynamics, glaatamh of pregnancy, lack of knowledge, sexual
abuse or rape, substance abuse, barriers to contraceptives, etc. When looking at the statistics for teen pregnancy, the
reasons leading up to a teen having sex must be addressed to get to the heart ef harads(2018).

1 Religious and traditional misconception

Various studies have shown that there is a strong
/traditional belief system. In a highly religious country, people tend to live according tdngieibooks, be it Bible
or Quran, and believe that girls do not need education to be submissive as expected of her. This is applicable in
traditional societies where people still live with traditional biased view on life. It is traditionally believtegirtea
should have informal training to become good housewives and mothers in the future. This implies that, the idea of
training a girl formally is considered a waste of time, as it is firmly believed that the place of the woman is in the
kitchen and briging up children, and girls do not need formal education to achieve this. Cultural misconception has
been a tool that has been a hindrance to a lot of girls getting education. Okorie (2017).

In many states of the country that are predominately Musliengtare still many parents who view western
type of education as tislamic. Such parents view schools as institutions of conversion to Christianity rather than
educating their children. Indeed, the religious impediments to girl child education corestitutgortant element
that continues to hinder genuine efforts by government and individuals to improve girl child education. Parents are
held responsible for the moral upbringing of their children. The Islamic religion holds parents responsible for the
moral supervision of their children up to the time they marry husbands or wives. One big Islamic militating
impediment to the girl child education is that Islam is opposed to the uncontrolled socialization of boys and girls.
Ahmad and Najeemah (2013) alsdeats to initiation ceremonies which marks the transition from childhood to
adulthood among communities in S8aharan Africa as a militating factor against girl child education.

1 SocioCultural Expectation

The sociocultural expectatiasf girls and the pority accorded to their future roles as mothers and wives
have a strong negative bearing on their formal education. Thehifull is discrimingedby virtue of hersex, the
structure of the society, its values, traditions arsfitutions all have an #built discrimination against women. The
assigning of different expectations to male or female has made the traditional society in the past years to believe that
it is not natural for a female child to be educated. As such, the illiterate parents ptefee tiveir female children
doing some domestic works at home while the boys are given proper education with every available means as they
are the one to carry and Aretaind the family name in f

In addition, some giflchildren are withdwn fromschool or denied access to higher education because of the
belief that the higher the girls educational qualification the lower her chances of getting a suitable husband.

However, every individual in the society is important and has a uniquéorplay towards the growth and
development of the society hence the need for education of all and sundry. The girl child education can be improved
if all designated authorities play critical roles in making sure these issues are addressed througbdrefostisi

Impact of Girl Child Education on National Development

Esther, (2018) affirms that girl child education is a serious issue that should not be treated lightly as its
impact in the society is numerous. She believes that a good quality education for the girl child is one of the most
powerful tools to decrease penty and inequality. In addition to its benefits for personal health, education also
strengthens the nationés economic health by laying the
education benefits the individual, family, community,isbcand the world as a whole.

Again, Eliza (2013) also agrees that, a girl child with basic education has better and greater chances of
being gainfully employed in the | abour force of the <co
to the National GDP, and when this happens. They provide financial support to their families especially during
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economic recession hence and educated woman with a good earning power can help reduce the financial problems
of the family and thus avert frustrati@nd other financial problems.

The greatest favour one can do to himself or her s
educationd. According to a Chinese proverb, education |
ski | | is better than giving him one thousand pieces of ¢
fact that educating the girl child translates to better health for the future generation, reduction in child morbidity and
mortality thustriggering a snowball effect of achieving all other Sustainable Development Goals in a viable manner.

Education is a basic human right and has been recognised as such since the 1948 adoption of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights. Opuluwah, (2007)dwes that a positive correlation exists between the enrolment of
girls in primary school and the Gross National Product and an increase in life expectancy. It is evident that the rapid
sociceconomic development of a nation has been observed to depé¢ne caliber of women and their education
in that country.

Education of the girl child is a vital tool for empowerment that allows meaningful contributions to society
in the following areas:

1 Self Awareness:Girl child education does not only bring tiemediate benefit of empowering girls but it

helps girls to develop essential life skills including sslhfidence, the ability to participate effectively in

society and their families or communities. Children of educated women are likely to go to school.

Consequently, this has exponential positive effects on education and poverty level for the future

generations. One very important aim of every family is to raise healthy and productive individuals who will

contribute meaningfully to society. This can bghiaved through the education of the -gilild who is

more involved in the upbringing of the children as she becomes a mother to many children in the future.

This goes a long way to reduce illiteracy in the society

1 ReducedHuman Trafficking: Women are mst vulnerable to trafficking when they are undereducated
and poor, according to the United Nations l#Agency Project on Human Trafficking. Through providing
young girls with opportunities and fundamental skills, this bilimillar industry can be sidficantly
undermined.

91 Political Representation: Across the globe, women are underrepresented as voters and restricted from
political invol vement . The United Nations Womends |
that civic education, trainingnd all around empowerment will ease this gap.

1 Safe Sex:A girl who completes primary school is three times less likely to contract HIV. With these

statistics in mind, The World Bank <calls educatio
HIV/AIDS among todayds children and as well other sexu
9 Income PotentialEducati on al so empowers a womanodés wall et t|

According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgamizatilso known as
UNESCO, a single year of pri mary education has shi
percent. And this singular opportunity enables the girl child to become very supportive to the family and

much later to the husband whemammed which leads to a happy and peaceful family life.

1 Thriving GDP: Gross domestic product also soars when both girls and boys are being offered educational
opportunities. When 10 percent more women attend school, GDP increases by three percengen avera
This area is very important for any nation to thrive as the major labour force as the young individuals.

1 Poverty Reduction: When women are provided with equal rights and equal access to education, they go on
to participate in business and economic \étti Increased earning power and income combat against
current and future poverty through feeding, clothing and providing for entire families.

These factors highlighted above shows that education is the right of evethilgiria key to transforming
her life and making her a responsible member of society. Without education, girls are denied the opportunity to
develop their full potentials and play productive roles in the society. Although some efforts have been made to
improve girkchild education in Nigria, much still needs to be done if women must realize their potentials and fully
contribute to the political, socieconomic and technological transformation of the country. Olawale (2016).
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The Social Work Perspectives on Girl Child Education

Accordingto Article 26 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, 1948, education is considered a
basic human right no one should be denied of. In fulfillment of this, social work has several roles it could play in
ensuring more girls are enrolled in schoold aducated.

Social work exists in the society solely for the responsibility of tackling social problems that arise as a
result of the complex nature of our modern society. Social work is the specialized services rendered to members of
the society aimed giroblem solving and social change. It is dedicated for the welfare of mankind. Suppes (2004).

According to International Federation of Social Workers IFSW (2014), social work is a practice based
profession and an academic discipline that promotes socggeh and development, social cohesion and the
empowerment and liberation of people. Generally, social workers help people in need to address and face life
challenges and enhance their social functioning.

As an enabling profession that helps with probleaisliving and human relationships and with
dysfunctional complexities of individuals and social institutions, social workers are determined that social
functioning is the central purpose of their practice and thus seeks to enhance and restore thegkriaisingioups
and communities. William F, Larry L, Scott W, (2010).

Social workers render services in diverse settings such as schools, hospitals, legal institutions, correctional
institutions, industries, communities and religious organizations. Tkeeprm assigned tasks that distinguishes
them from other professional disciplines such as administrators, educators, advocators, mobilisers, facilitators,
analyst and brokers. All functions of social work help and contributes to the wellbeing of peophe autiety.

Ngwu (2014).

Social workers perform the following roles in girl child education:
Advocacy

In Nigeria, about 5.5 million girls are out of school, and the number is predicted to rise. As a core value of
social work practice, advocacy for tleducation of the girl child could see a reverse in the trend, as several girl
rights groups in Nigeria over the years have struggled tirelessly for the course. Social workers can advocate for
proper implementation of social policies such as the UniveraaicBEducation (UBE), which provides free and
compulsory education for every child of schgaoling age.

Policy Formulation

Social workers can take part in the formulation of policies that reduces the number of uneducated girls in
Nigeria. Practitioners are often charged to take part in policy formulation process, either as lobbyists, interest groups
or lawmakers themselves @y are considered experts in the welfare of children.

Facilitation

In rural or smaller communities where there is often poor infrastructure, insufficient teachers and poor
learning environment, social workers could assess community resources foradandtmobilise them to obtain a
minimum standard for providing education. Community members may put their resources and strength (in cash and
kind) together, plan the entire process themselves to start up a school where children can attend. Thayrmgect m
be sustainable and up to the standard set by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), but the community, through a social/community worker may solicit for fund from the government for
the construction of classsms and provision of education.

Education

Cultural values and traditions contribute to gender disparity in education in Nigeria. This creates a barrier
for woman in accessing education, especially in rural communities. A prominent cultural view held that it is better
for women to stay at home afehrn to tend to her family instead of attending school Amaka (2014). Social workers
have a duty to educate against such cultural stance and make aware the benefits of educating girls through public
awareness campaigns, conferences, talk shows or throagtive art, these challenge poorly conceived beliefs
about women and education.

Case Managers

This is particular for complex situations. The social worker locates services and assists their clients to
access them. If a girl child is out of school dudittancial constraint, the social worker locates an organization or a
phil ant hropist who can sponsor such a childés educatio
educational services required for optimal development and learning
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Recommendations
This paper advocates for the education of the girl child as a vital tool for national development by
recommending thus:
- Establishment of policies that will eradicate discrimination against women and girls in all sectors thus
protectingthe bestinterestandrights of the girl-child.
- Functional educational agencies such as the Libraries and Information centres as they are important tool that
can help foster and improve gehild education.
- The government, negovernmental agenciesd philanthropic individuals should provide funding for public
and school libraries to be well equipped.
- there is theneed for a clearer articulation of the philosophy of education in the National Policy of Education
so that the expectedirection of education and indeed gittild education in Nigeria became easily known
and understood by all

Conclusion

Womenthoughregardedasweakervesselscan achievegreaterheightsif giventhe opportunitynecessary
for suchgrowth,justasan Afri can proverb says fAeducate a man and vy
and you eduWanenhaveaway af transfonndngandbringingto birth greatandinnovativechangesn
every areathey find themselvesThe society needtheir talents,creativity and productivity to securea stableand
bloomingeconomy this canonly be possibleif the right stepis taken from infancy whenthe girl child is nurtured
andtrainedin sucha way thatwhenshebecomesa woman,shewill give backto societyall the goodfruits planted
in her.

Thus,finding theright solutionto theissueof girl-child educatiorwill notonly move thegirl-child forward
but pusheghe nationto a greaterheight. Consideringthe virtuesembeddedn theissueof girl child educationthe
issueshouldberatedvery high. The InstructionalManualon the Advancemenbdf NigerianWomenandthe Role of
National and International Agencies (1996) statesthat to promote the advancemenbf Nigerian women, it is
importantthatindividuals, groups,communityand governmentat all levels havea duty to take actionin reducing
the rate of poverty amongwomen; ensiring that girls and women have equal opportunitiesfor training and
educationasboysandmen;ensuringsurethatgirls andwomenhaveadequatepportunitiesfor properhealthcare;
preventingall kinds of violenceagainstwomenandgirls; Whentheseactionsaretaken,the rights of the girl-child
will befully restoredhroughherbeingeducatecaindthe developmenof the nationwill takebettershape.
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Abstract
The Calabar tourism festival attracts a lot of persons such as tourists, investors, business men and
women among others, thus exerting population pressures on theesoociomic development of
the study ara. The population pressures yielded positive and negative outcomes. On the positive
side, it influenced infrastructural development ariggeredincome generating businesses and
government practiveness. On the negative perspective, it instigated inflationary trends as prices
of goods and services soared high and brought adepletion of resources and infrastructural
facilities as well asncreaed crime rates and immoral activities. Madigate the effects of tourism
cultural festival induced population pressures, government showdcbaise her budgetary
expenditures on tourism development and should provide modern tourism infrastructura that w
accommodate increasing populations in subsequent tourism festivals. Besides, social work
practice is imperative in terms afvareness creation, sensitization workshops and enlightenment
campaigns as a means of cushioning the effects of the populeggsupes. Word count: 152

Keywords: Tourism, Culturaffestival, Populatiorpressures, SociBconomic, Implications

Introduction

The Calabar cultural tourism festival is usually celebrated in Calabar on December of every year as part of
Christmas celebration. The Calabar tourism festival was officially established by the Cross River State Law Number
4 of 2006 and was managed by the Cross River State Carnival Commission. The agency however work hand in hand
with the Cross River State Toam Development Commission (CRSTDC) to oversee tourism activities and carnival
festivals in the state. The Calabar tourism cultural festival is unique in several aspects. It features both carnival floats
and cultural festivals, and each of these eventsattasded by series of sub events. The tourism cultural festival
usually last two to three weeks. The carnival festival for instance, is usually celebrateti amd2ZZ8' December,
each year. The 87marks the outings of different orchestra, cultural @snand masquerades of different types
drawn from all parts of the state. It also features th
entertaining audience with all manner of talents and endowments (Esu&Arrey, 2009).

The 28" day béng the grand finale, carnival bands, namely: Bayside band, Freedom band, Passion 4 band,
Master Blaster band and Seagull éds band were showcased.
different unique attires of varying colours and fasisi, by groups of different kinds and parades. During the
festival, the streets of Calabar were agog with many people, some as dancers or spectators, while many others are
engaged in one form of trade such as hawking, sale of souvenirs.

As rightly observd by Edward &Usang (2013) Calabar festival is usually populated by tourists, investors,
business men and women, politicians, coordinators, planners, researchers and consultants and is unique in the sense
that the state is abound with traditional and caltdestivals which add colour and ardour to it. For example,
traditional dances like the Ekeledi dance, the Obin dance group;Nkimi, Giz-ammakwol, Ekombi, Ikpatimana,

Abakpa and Abang which are found in different parts of the state are conscriptaditipgte in the Calabar
tourism festival. During the cultural troop parade, different cultures in the state also expressed their unique
traditional attires. The effect of all these cultural attributes summed up to make the Calabar tourism festival
attradive, thereby pulling plenty of people to Calabar during its celebration.
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Due to the increasing number of touristsé visitati
State government further reinforced the positioning of the state as antobeven where its various tourism
potentials including its diverse cultural heritage are showcased. This made the state a touring destination with strong
opportunities for outsiders to experience (Cross River State News Bulletin, 2013). They did tgh thpecial
tourist phases and unique indigenous cultures through hundreds of annually scheduled festivals and events. All these
increased the influx of people into the state on yearly basis (Cross River State News Bulletin, 2013). Tanogbani
(2007) asserthat the Calabar cultural tourism festival has become a rallying force for different kinds of people as
well as the enhancement of a business booming environment, thus creating population pressures in virtually all areas
of socioeconomic development ofdlstate.

However, Utibe&Effiong (2014) has identified places within the metropolis which are highly visited and
experience population pressures. These include: Tinapa resort, Calabar Botanical Garden (Zoo), Old Museum,
Marina Resort, Old Calabar Prisoniék wall to mention but a few. Inyang (2005) stated that the Calabar tourism
festival has gained a lot of praises and admiration and has the spirit of love, joy, peace and unity coupled with its
cultural rejuvenation, attracts people from all works of lifeurism festivals generally pulls a wide range of people
or groupings of people who may be tied to the same bond of-socimomic interests (Sherbinin, 2006; Robertson,

2014). In spite of its benefits and positive impacts on the smmoomic developnmt of Cross River State, the

Calabar tourism festival induced population pressures has its negative impacts. This is reflected in shortage of hotel
accommodations, traffic congestions, and inadequate social amenities, high inflationary trends as goicds of
escalate, increased crime rates and other vices as well as poor security management. It is against this background
this study examines how Calabar tourism cultural festival induced population pressures influeneestmioic
development in Calab&fetropolis of Cross River State.

Research objective
To determine the effect of Calabar tourism induced population pressures orecmemnic development
in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State.

Research hypothesis
There is no significant effect o€alabar tourism induced population pressures on ssEHOOMIC
development in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State.

Literature review

Tourism festivals and population increase

Tourism events and tourism festivals all over the world serve as maghettthats people from diverse
places. Like all attractive events, tourism festivals helps to showcase the culture of a people and reinforces the
values that keep the people together as well as the celebration of their identity. It is therefore unbiersteatda
tourism festivals would continue to engage the attention of man as long as he breathes (Edward & Lieu, 2012).
Agreeing to this view was Ekpo (2009)who in his appreciation of the beauty of tourism festivals, argued that its
celebrations in any paof the globe is usually marked by a throng of diverse people from different backgrounds and
ethnic nationalities.

Ekpo (2009) stated that people like to visit places where there can have fun and relax, invest and be
secured. According to Pauline (2008)ur i sm f estivals gives one the opportu
lifestyles, products, values, beliefs and idiosyncrasies. Not only does tourism festivals stimulate the movement of
people, it also influences the conveyance and borrowing afreslfrom other people. Supporting this view, Wren
(2005) stated that tourism festivals transports enduring lifestyles and cultures of most people to others. It is an event
which some people use to express their values, tradition and customs. He fatdgbitist tourism festival is a
social event that people are keen to be involved and through which they borrow the culture of other persons. It has
also been reported by Oju (2006) that tourism festivals are usually core attraction to tourists and.ifestgrles
are UgepLeboku new yam festival.

The study of Kozak&Ri mmington (2010) revealed that
foster crosscultural communication easily. In Nigeria, the government uses tourism carnival as a myaideis to
attract people from all works of life to Abuja (Harry &0dum, 2011). Frank (2009) stated that carnival celebration in
Brazil has become a big business, making Brazil, the most visited country in the world. He added that it is during the
period d the carnival festival that many tourists got to know how the people of Brazil lived in the ancient days, their
craft works and culture.
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Tourism festivals and population pressures

The number of people in a particular place relative to the availablaroesohas been a major topic in
demographic studies, especially as concerns the welfar:
2001). Analysis of the trends and differentials in population sizes suggests the dynamics of livelihdmd can
determined by the aggregation and dynamics of movement of people to and from that location (Maralani, 2004). In
line with this view, Ednal (2011) reiterated that as more people gather in a tourism festival, they are more likely to
exert some pressures) dhe growth process of the host community, as well as the limited resources of that
community. In other words, a relatively large population in a particular tourism festival is believed to mount
pressure on available scarce resources at the time oflésratgon (Okon, 2010). That is why Charles &Abua
(2013) recommended that governments and other stakeholders should ensure that social amenities and other
resources are made available to support the population that grace tourism festivals.

Anderson, Prenti e & Guerin(2007) reported that tourism ¢
visitations to touristsd sites and famous places such
hotels, castles, sports and old towns and in the proeéfiest and change their original character and nature.

Sofield& Li (2008) reported that the large population that attend the Chinese tourism festivals mount a lot of
pressures on existing Chinese products and services to the extent that the Chinleakefeldted and began to plan

towards meeting the needs of tourists at all seasons. According to Sofield& Li (2008) the Chinese utilizes their
history, culture, traditional festivals, historical events, beautiful scenic heritage, historical sites, arehifelitu

arts (musi c, danci ng, and craft wor k) and cultur al her
Bioudun (2013) affirmed that the attraction of people to tourism festivals influences so many businesses to spring

up, thus, redcing the unemployment ratio of the places where tourism festivals are hosted.

Jodice (2006) reported that in most tourism festivals, the influx of participants impede on the cleanliness of
the city, facilities (lodging, parking space) and infrastructuoad, street light and medical facilities) as well as
affects the attitude of the host community. On his part, Huh (2012) reported that arts, crafts, confectionaries, snacks,
and food are usually on high demand during tourism festivals, especially ibpludagion relative to the resources
are on the high side. The Virginia Triangle cultural tourism for instance harbors more than 5 million people at a
time, with lots of businesses which rarely meets the needs of the population (Huh, 2012). Cromptoneand Lov
(2009) reported that the ambience of the Victorian Christmas festival attracts a lot of tourists and investors such that
much challenges are experienced, especially as regards shortage of accommodation, comfortable amenities, food
and drinks as well asapking spaces.

According to Bessong (2008) countries like Bahamas, Fiji, Maldives, Seychelles, Trinidad and Tobago
where tourism carnival celebrations have become a permanent tradition, attracting very high population is
accompanied with a correspondinigth government expenditure. Adidi&Attah (2009) investigated the impact of
touristsd over al lecomimis deverpgmera of Bligedan Theylused sssantple of 1650 respondents
and ten tourism festival attributes such as organization, promotamilities, shopping, refreshment, food,
infrastructure, environmental ambience, safety and security. The findings revealed that these festival attributes were
in short supply relative to the huge crowd of people who needed to be served. Evans &Ejum@atsined that
tourism festivals are usually attended by huge turnout of people who also mount pressure on goods and services as
well as the available infrastructural facilities.

The study of Gath (2007) showed that in Thailand the unavailability efuede resources in terms of
housing and infrastructural facilities and accommodation to cater for the large population during her tourism festival
poses a great <challenge to government. He addcdtva t hat t
exert enormous pressure on the countryds resources, su
and had to draw support from international communities to mitigate the financial, emotional and time constraints
associated with thurism festival. Sherbinin (2006) reported that the success of a tourism festival in any context is
dependent on the provision of infrastructure, production and wealth flows as well as the relative strength of the
economy to cater for the expected popatatGomes (204) reported that the effect of a large number of people in a
tourism festival can be determined by the level of development, modes of production, access to resources and
welfare of the people before and after the celebration.

Effect of population pressures on tourism development

Long &Perdoy (2000) posited that the number of people who throng tourism festivals not only helps to
boost local economy but also stimulate the movement and spread of goods and services to wider destinations. To
Ada (2010) tourism festivals attract viable customer groups and elicit high repeat visitations. Prentice & Anderson
(2009) opined that the higher the population, the more the local regeneration and prosperity of tourism festivals.
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Tourism festivals with &igh population engenders the creation of nhew employment opportunities, generation of
revenue and encourages the development of infrastructure which is visitor friendly and sustainable.
Bachleitner&Zins (2012) asserts that tourism festivals with a greaduti of people, especially tourists boost the
morale and pride of the host community, showcases ethnic identity, their character and businesses. It is also believed
that high population in tourism events exerts some measures of influence enuttasd contacts and interactions

on wider dimensions (Sdnali&Chazpi, 2007).

Peterpan (2007) posited that whether tourists migrate seasonally or permanently still exert pressure on the
economy of the place visited. He argued further that some tourists contalarteepend upon the resources of the
places visited. It further implies that tourism festivals like social events attract networks of people, some of whom
exploit the resources of the host community.

Kingstone (2007) asserts that the population irugsigm festival serve as human resources for development
and the creation of more labour markets for the host community. It follows too that a large population in tourism
festivals will lead to higher standard of living (Mueller, 2004). On their part, B&lasyd (2007) reported that
most countries of the world notably Trinidad and Tobago are functionally sustained by the huge population in her
tourism festivals. This implies that tourism festival is uniquely important in supporting the economies of host
couwntries.

Pam (2011) also reported that the population size of a tourism festival is very unique and distinct in tourism
development, and that no matter the challenges encountered, the host community stands to gain at the long run.
Otio&Obimbang (2011) notethat tourism festivals can bring about sustainable development both for the tourists
and for the entire members of the host communi ty. I n
community and her members to achieve their ends. Hawavemaye (2012) argued that while a large population
of tourists in a tourism festival, help to bring about the development or growth of a host community, some may on
the other hand be involved in illegal exploitation of resources at the detrimentlidsheommunity. The study of
Odugba&Gerdy (2005) reported that the interdependence of population size and available resources would jointly
determine the development and sustainability of tourism festival in a place.

Research methodology

The setting fo the study is Calabavetropolis, the administrative headquarter of Cross River State. It
comprises Calabar Municipality and Calabar South Local Government Aneasurvey method was adopted in
carrying out the study. The population of the study condistsidents, tourists and investors in Calabar Metropolis.
Examples of tourism events and sites in the area include Calabar festival (carnival attractions), Calabar zoo,
Museum, Marina resort, Tinapa resort, and the Atlantic slave trade departure point.

Stratified and purposive sampling techniques were used to select participants for the study. The target
population was stratified into seven, namely: officials of the Calabar Carnival Commission, Cross River Tourism
Bureau, Calabar Carnival bands, and rhers of Calabar cultural festival, tourists, investors and residents in
Calabar Metropolis. The purposive sampling method was adopted to select the sample of respondents. Altogether, a
sample of 335 respondents participated in the study. University ssuslerg used as research assistants to facilitate
the study and were properly instructed. Regression analysis was adopted to analyze the research hypothesis. Sample
by-sample distribution of respondents by their strata and selection is shown on Table 1.

TABLE 1: Sample-by-sample distribution of respondents by strata and selection

S/n Strata Number of respondents Percentages
1 Calabar residents 60 17.91
2 Tourists 52 15.52
3 Officials of tourism bureau 47 14.03
4 Members of carnivdloats 32 9.55
5 Cultural troops 55 16.42
6 Officials of carnival commission 43 12.84
7 Foreign investors 46 13.73
Total 335 100
Source: Fieldwork, 2018
Results
Ho: There is no significant effect of Calabar cultural tourism indyseoulation pressures on so@oonomic
development in Calabar Metropolis, Cross River State
Hq: There is significant effect of Calabar cultural tourism induced population pressures oecmuioNic

development in Calabar Metropolis, Cross River State
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Theindependent variable in this study was Calabar cultural tourism induced population pressures while the
dependent variable was so@oonomic development in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State. To test this
hypothesis, simple linear regression analysis carried out. The results are presented in summary as Table 1

TABLE 1: Regression of Calabar cultural tourism induced population pressures and socieconomic
development in Calabar Metropolis, Cross River State (n=121)

= .851 Adj. R-Squared = .723
Squared = 724 Std. error = 2.101
Source of variation Sum of squares  Df Mean square F-value P-value
Regression 11,506.664 4 2876.666 651.558* .000
Residual 1,456.95 330 4.415
Total 11,508,120.95 334
Variable Unstandardized coefficient Standard T-value P-value
coefficient
B Std. error
Constant 3.451 .455 7.583* .000
Calabar cultural tourism .782 .031 .851 25.528*
induced population

pressures

*Significant at .05 level. P < .05

FromTable 1, an i value of .851 was obtained, giving an squared value of .724. This means that about

72.4% of the total variation in soceEconomic development in Calabar Metropolis is accounted for by variation in
Calabar cultural tourism induced popliga pressures. TheiPvalue (.000) associated with the computeidvalue
(651.558) is less than .05. Consequently, the null hypothesis is rejected. This means that Calabar cultural tourism
induced population pressures significantly influences thevBlues (.000) associated with the computéddlues
7.583 and 25.528) for the regression constant (3.451) and coefficient (.782) respectively are less than the chosen
level of significance (.05). This means that both the constant (3.451) and regressfmienbéf782) contribute
significantly to the prediction of socieconomic development in Calabar Metropolis using Calabar cultural tourism
induced population pressures.

Discussion of findings

The finding of the study revealed that Calabar cultural $ouiinduced population pressures significantly
affects socieeconomic development in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State, Nigeria in four different areas such
as high government expenditures, inflationary trenidgletion of resources/ infrastructuresid increased crime
rates The finding of this study supports Edward &Usang (2013) who stated that tourist festivals are usually
populated by people and somehow deplete the resources of the host community. It equally agrees with Sera,
Manyo&Itam(2013)who posited that the Calabar festival induces the migration of people from the rural areas of the
state to Calabar Metropolis, thus imparting on the living standard of the people.

It was observed that during the Calabar tourism festival, the papularessure in Calabar Metropolis was
generally high, as Calabar, experiences influx of people who come in to grace the festival. This no doubt exerts
some pressures on the growth process, especially on resources and infrastructure of the stately flindhestu
agrees with Cain &McNicolli (2009) who in their study of the cultural festivals in Trinidad and Tobago reported that
people with intense social and economic interdependences come together and exert a great pressure on the resources
of the host ountry within the period of their stay.

The population pressures during the Calabat cultural tourism festival resulted to inadequate resources to
cope with the population. For example, as a result of the population pressures, the transport system kmeame po
as many people were found stranded on the streets, caused by road blocks, packed cars beside the roads, and traffic
hold ups. Consequently, many people walk long distances, and many persons unable to access certain places or even
reach their destin&ns on time.Most visitors were found stranded, not able to secure hotel rooms. Hotels in Calabar
became filled and more people found searching for hotel accommodation which they hardly find. Moreover,
shortage of accommodations and hotel congestions alsseexperienced. Basic amenities like water and electricity
were in short supply. It was also observed that tourism officials often experienced exhaustion, stress and heavy
workload which were related to shortage of material resources, each day ctitrad.fe

Also, inflationary trend became the order of the day, making standard of living expensive and unbearable
for the common man as prices of goods and services went high. Hotel accommodations that hitis@00astse
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to N15000. Transport fares thase to béN50 were doubled t8100. Prices of goods like confectionaries, snacks,
and foods also escalated.

The population pressures further stimulated increased government expenditures. In order to cushion the
effect of the population pressure during@ tGalabar tourism festival, the government opens up new layouts in the
city of Calabar. The winding and often narrow roads in the capital city of Calabar were reconstructed, and replaced
with dual carriageways. The government also mapped out certain atesigareas for certain events such as
children cultural displays, cultural dances, and carnival floats among others. The transportation system also changed
as motor cyclist were banned from the roads culminating to motor transportation becoming the ardyofme
transportation.

The government expenditures in turn generated employment opportunities, increased output and growth
and brought about income generating businesses for both the private and public enterprises, generating surplus
revenue for the govement and the people. It also stimulated the establishment of big, medium and small scale
enterprises like hotels, transportation, accommodation, communication, and other marketing businesses such as
shopping facilities, refreshment centers, standard hiatedl a business environmental ambience to spring up. A lot
of people seize the opportunity to earn a living by engaging themselves in personal selling such as hawking, and sale
of fast foods. Also, to meet with the demands of the population, various n@spadustries and other business
outfits were established and became increasingly competitive, showcasing their products, services and other areas of
needs.

The government also provided the Obudu Ranch Resort with modern facilities such as an aicabig
car and even reshaped the topography and also made provision for international mountain race tournament as a way
of extending tourists accommodation and relaxation. Many tourists and investors who grace the tourism festival stay
in Obudu ranch ort due to its serene environment. The slave departure point in Calabar which is a classic example
of dark tourism was also built into the tourism cultural festival plan of the Cross River State government.

It was further observed that the populationsgrges during the Calabar tourism festival gave rise to
increased crime rates. Cultism, thuggery, drug abuse, immoral behavior like sexual assault, rape, car shatching,
kidnapping, theft and armed robbery became common scenes. It was also observed ullaibmpgpressures
rendered security resources including basic security equipment like security vans, communication gadgets, arms and
ammunitions to be inadequate. In some occasions, the population made it difficult for security operative to protect
lives and properties effectively. It was further observed that the increasing population rate also carries with it
increasing rate of immorality, street children, and drug abuse as well as youth restiveness among others.

Conclusion

The Calabar tourism festivaltracts a lot of persons such as tourists, investors, business men and women,
politicians, among others, thus exerting great pressures on the study area. The population pressures yielded positive
and negative outcomes. On the positive side, it influeriné@structural development aniiggered income
generating businesses and governmemnggptiveness. On the negative perspective, it instigated inflationary trends
as prices of goods and services went up and brought déplgtion of resources and infragctural facilities as well
asincreased crime rates and immoral activities.

Recommendations

It is imperative that government and tourism management agencies acquaint themselves with the dynamics of
Calabar cultural festival and the problems facegégple in order to help prevent, solve, and resolve them. There is
the need for proper tourism planning and development as essential tools towards mitigating the effects of population
pressures that characterize the Calabar tourism festival. There thalseed to create awareness and sensitize the
public and in such a way that tourists, investors and all those involved in Calabar tourism will benefit optimally
from it. For these tasks to be carried out effectively, adequate resaumtdsgistics shodl be provided and more
training of tourism staff and security personnel should be carried out to enable them address problems that arises
from the tourism cultural events. It is equally recommended that the government of Cross River State should
increase &r budgetary expenditure on tourism development in subsequent years in order to expand areas of need
and that of the population. Government should also provide the necessary incentives, facilities and other enabling
environment that will accommodate hugewd of people in subsequent tourism festivals.
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Abstract
The paper examines social work intervention measures and management of tourism security
challenges in Cross River State, Nigeria. One research objective / research question was raised and
translated into a research hypothesis to guide the study. Religsaattires were reviewed in line
with the direction of the study. The research adopted a descriptive survey design analysis, carried
out on a randomly selected sample. Study population compfiseials of Carnival Commission,
and Tourism Bureau, Seni@pecial Adviser on tourism and Calabar carnival, private sector
partners and security operatives in CalaBasample of 121 respondents were selected through
stratified and purposive sampling techniques. To test the hypotheses of the study, the linear
regression analysis was adopted. The findings revealed that toseisunity challenges became
critical as a burden of social vices such as cultism, kidnapping, armed robbery, militancy,
corruption, thuggery, molestation and drug abuse impede the susiginaifil tourism
development in Cross River State. Besides, tourism security management became poor due to
inadequate security infrastructures. It is recommended that alheéforts made to curb social
vices and their negative effects on tourism develognhad failed, social work intervention is
imperative. The application of social work practices in terms of counseling, awareness creation,
sensitization, behavioral change process wgdrous campaigns should be applied to engender
attitudinal change anslstain tourism development. Word count: 220.

Key words: Tourism, Securitychallenges, Socialices, Sociawork.

Introduction

The beauty of tourism and all what the industry offers to mankind and a country has become a rallying
force for allmanner of persons, including tourists, investors, politicians, and business menamong others. As the
industry continue to expand, incorporating other tourism events like tourism festivals and promoting more tourism
visitations, so are security challengeslging, gradually becoming complex and complicated. Some of these
security challenges include social vices and criminal behavior like thuggery, prostitution, rape, robbery, drug abuse,
terrorism, and youth restiveness. This no doubt exerts a negativdimpacn a countrydés tourism i

It was observed that the rate of social vices in Nigeria, especially during festive seasons like the Calabar
cultural/carnival tourism festival was high. The state has been experiencing social vices such as kidn#jgnng, cu
drug abuse, car snatching and armed robbery. As noted by Yushau (2010),despite the various security measures put
in place to checkmate social vices in Cross River State, especially during the Calabar cultural / carnival tourism
festival, youth contiue to indulge in cultism, thuggery, kidnapping and drug abuse, killings, sexual harassment,
fighting, and youth restiveness. Yushau (2010) further stated that if nothing is done to curb the menace of crime and
social vices among youth, the tourism devetept efforts of the state will suffer dire consequences.

In order to protect the lives and property of tourists and investors and that of citizens during the Calabar
cultural/carnival tourism festivals, the mountain race tournament in Obudu Range R#sartcultural festivals
such as Yakurr New Yam festival and all tourism events, the Cross River State government established a special
security outfit called the AHomeland Securityo, to com
task of combating crime in the state.

However, in spite of all the security measures put forth to stem the tide of crime in the state, the crime wave
still persists. A combination of factors tend to account for this. A greater number of youth are geoefatigted
with issues of poverty, misery and unemployment that induced them to crime. Indedies of many youth

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Page95



Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

were cut short at their prime, while many could not develop or progress beyond where they find themselves,
not to talk of the deadly risland health hazards theyperience as a result of crime indulgent.To a greater extent,
their strong belief on drug dependence and drug abuse governs their attitudes, behavior and moral framework
towards life.There are also those who out of poverty andoignce misuse theblodies in terms of sexual
immorality and prostitution, thus, making life uncomfortable and miserable for others.

While the security agencies are aware of the facts and realities about crime and social vices, their behavior
and methodf fighting and curbing crimestill remain a worrisome issue. Sometimes, their behavior results to
irrational and discriminatory treatment given to suspects and criminals. Beside the victims are further exposed to
stigmatization, neglect and abandonment.

It is however, notable that government and security agencies alike tend to be placing much emphasis on the
management of security challenges through the operations of the police and other security outfits with little or no
attention given to social work ietvention measures such as behavior and value change skills, counselling,
awareness creation and campaigns. Social work profession is relatively new in Nigeria, when compared with most
other professions. It has the fundamental task to solve and resoividuatiand social problems as well as ensure
social functioning of individuals in the society. Social workers are indispensable in behavior change process and
social engineering through advocacy, counseling, sensitization, conscientization and awagatiessskills.It is
against this background that this study examines the impasba#l work intervention measures on the
management of tourism security challenges in Cross River State, Nigeria.

Research objective

To determine the influence gbcialwork intervention measures on the management of tourism security
challenges in Cross River State, Nigeria.
Research hypothesis

Social work intervention measures have no significant influence on the management of tourism security
challenges in Cross Rivetd®e, Nigeria.

Literature review

Social vices and sustainable tourism development

Despite the socieconomic benefits derived from tourism festivals, scholars have also observed some
challenges confronting some of these countries that host them. Ba(2i0e®), asserts that countries that celebrate
tourism festivals are commonly faced with security risks. He stressed that many people who grace the occasion or
even tourists may come with ulterior motives and if security is not properly managed, theurdst may suffer
regrettable consequences. Some countries were known for their peaceful and tranquil nature until they were declared
touristsé destinations. I n Nigeria, for exampl e, Boko
astourists and later began to unleash terror on the citizens of the country.Tourism festivals are capable of posing
security risk to residents of a country if effective security is not put in place to keep watchful eyes on the activities
of foreigners.

Okon (2007), posited that although the tourism industry is appealing, it is also becoming complex and
complicated for comfort as many people take advantage of the period to defraud others, indulge in drug abuse and
all manner of immorality, e.g., rape, prostibn, drugs, robbery, accidents as a result of drunkenness, sexual
harassment and child abuse. This can tarnish the beautiful image and shape of tourism and force tourists to stay
away from these festivals. Supporting the above assertion Ugbong (2Qi@}edethat thuggery, molestation and
drug abuse were common features of most carnival festivals in Africa.

However, Frank (2009), asserts that the police authorities from different divisions have all confirmed that
the celebration of Calabar carnival tieal is the time for the least crime rate in the city of Calabar. It was the time
everybody is busy or gainfully employed, and therefore little or no crime. According to him, during the carnival,
everybody has something to do, either as a dancer, a tgpemtaeller of souvenir, and that there is often no idle
mind for the devilds machinations hence near zero crim

Ekpenyong (2014), opined that during the period of the Calabar carnival festival, all manner of people with
different missions are ually found in the state. It also induces the migration of people from the rural areas of the
state to Calabar Metropolis. All these pose population problems which thus have adverse effect on-the socio
economic development of the state. This problem acaogrdd Spedwell (2009), was managed through the
development of infrastructures and social amenities.Another vital problem identified by Dan & Fredy (2008), is the
lack of security to guaranty a successful tourism festival void of arm bandit, thuggetheftand kidnapping. It is
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a known fact that security threats in Nigeria today has become inviolable, and security threats looms large in
Nigeria, with attendant cases of armed robbery, terrorism, kidnapping and tribal wars.

Writing on the effects of teorism in Nigeria, Zani, Chioma & Bona (2012), stated that the security
chall enges thrown wup by terroristsd operations had ba
reported that the Bakassi Freedom Fighters (BFF)and Movement for the patamcof Niger Delta (MEND) had
wrecked havoc and acts of criminality within the Niger Delta region, thus barring tourists and investors from the
region. Similarly, Boko haram mayhem in the North East of Nigeria had made tourism visitations not tié¢ineve
Some of the operations of terrorists include suicide bombings, kidnapping of persons for ransoms, disruption of
sociceconomic activities, unleashing terror on the nation, attack on churches and mosques, thuggery, molestations
and drug abuse (Usan2)13; Nickel, Malsam and Pepperkiok, 2009). Tourism security challenges also manifest in
youth restiveness (Edibia and Frankmore, 2010).

Security management and tourism development

Sreden (2011), posited that security challenges during todgstivals in Ghana were handled by the
police and other security operatives. Sufficient police officials were seen on ground and police posts cited at
strategic places as this to a reasonable extent guaranteed the security of lives and property. 8qsities, th
security operatives such as the Peace Corps and community vigilante groups were also put in place to work hand in
hand with the police to ensure effective security. The government provided the police with operational gadgets,
vehicles and help itheir maintenance. According to Bam (2008), any country that celebrates carnival as part of
tourism as in Ghana should be conscious of the fact that it must tighten its security very well, otherwise it would
have itself to blame. Ghana had its own shétgtter experience when some tourists were alleged to have aided the
overthrow of president Achempong from government house. Odiong (2012), saw these security treats as something
that required effective management through the training of security pelsprogsion of resources and adequate
budgetary allocation to security issues. Tosun (2013), maintained that the main problem of managing security
challenges during carnival festivals include lack of consistency, coordination anmiation.

In most deeloped countries like America and Britain, the tourism industry records the least crime rate.
This is as a result of effective security management. Zummen (2010),opined that in some countries, it is the
government that drives the tourism industry, and bseat derives enormous revenue from it, it invest much on
security. Yet in some other countries, the tourism industry is managed by the private industry while the government
provide the security and enabling environment for the industry to flourish.

In Nigeria today, there is poor management of the security outfit in checkmating social vices and the
attainment of a crime free society (Paulston, 2007). Tourism security management could be affected by the non
availability of security equipment and resoes. Akinyede (2013),in his examination of the impact of the factors
predicting effective sustainable tourism development in Nigeria, reported that the provision of security equipment is
a strong predicting factor that enhances a sustained tourism indiikinyede argued that inadequate resources,
including security vans, arms and ammunitions and trained security personnel are bound to hinder quality security
services to the tourism industry. Fridgen (2011), asserts that the Nigerian police is unazdig tout effective
security service delivery because of the insufficient and obsolete equipment at its disposal. He went further to say
that inorder to protect lives and property of tourists and investors, the federal government had mapped out strategic
programmes that would strengthened the resource base of security apparatus, especially in the area of equipping the
police force with the needed resources to work with. Munzi and Dantata (2009), assert that ineffective security
management results in low nation and morale of security personnel, and consequent poor performance.
According to Travis (2010), what tend to frustrate t ol
security indices and unacceptable security situations in thesgriesu The scholar further enumerated the factors
hindering effective tourism security management in Nigeria to include: lack of political will and a weak government,
poor implementation capacity, corrupt practices among government officials, espeemlljtys outfits, poor
funding of the security outfits. Bamgbe and Gabriel (2008), noted that much of the security challenges associated
with the tourism industry can be prevented with vkelbwn technologies. Agreeing to this view, Offiwana (2008),
statedthat without an efficient, equitable and modern technology, the security outfits in Nigeria would not be able to
scale up the security network required to meet the security needs of the tourism industry.

On the whole, effective tourism security managemmcreases the soe&ronomic investment of a
country. The recruitment of security personnel, the tourism industry contributes to employment generation,
increased output and growth of the industry in particular and the nation at large. With effectivity sec
management, instead of the tourism industry becoming a burden on government and the nation in terms of
criminality, it turns around to generate investible surpluses. As rightly noted by Tuerrer, Shaam & Pogland (2013),
the effective security netwoiik Brazil has made the tourism industry unique and attractive. Not only is the country
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peaceful, it also has an environment of love and aesthetic rejuvenations. Eja (2008),pointed out that effective
tourism security has not only helped to guarantee safdtyes and property, but also help to project the image of
the tourism industry abroad.

Laminkana (2009),assert that the combat of crime fighting equipment like security patrol vans and
communication gadgets, talkialkie, computers, which would have dsted the morale of the police as well as
foster understanding between police institution and the public are not found in most security posts. The lack of basic
security infrastructure and remunerations for security personnel make them provide poorsgaality services
during cultural tourism festivals. Bamgbe and Gabriel (2008),noted that police service in Nigeria is overwhelmingly
dominated by untrained persons. According to them, as a result of shortage of trained security operatives during
tourismfestivals, there was increased crime waves and social vices like armed robbery, kidnapping, car theft, drug
abuse and youth restiveness among others. Ayeni & Ikwuemesi (2012), carried out a research to assess police
motivation to provide quality policingotthe public and it was reported that the barriers to rendering effective
policing was related to poor incentives such as remunerations, shift and hazard allowances.

Social work interventions

Social work interventions involves policies and programmesmptace by government through welfare
agencies, social workers and other stakeholders to resolve or solve societal problems.In Latin America, social
workers were used to counsel and sensitize subjects to pay taxes and levies to government (Rabaye2@1B8pio
In Jamaica, social workers were involved invarious aspects of the preventive health programmes such as
immunizations and HIV/AIDS awareness creation and sensitization campaignsand they played positive roles in
improving health standards in Jans(iCoady & Parker, 2012). Social workers in Nicaragua were also known to
have played significant roles in the realization of full vaccination coverage in the country (Bravna, Oyed & Eddy,
2014)

According to Arington, Arvey & Golater (2007), social work@articipated actively in rural development
programmes targeted at alleviating the poverty conditions of poorer families in Nigeria. On his part, Soafers (2010),
stressed that social workers working under the Ministry of Social Welfare and Women Develaprineggria
usually embark on advocacy, sensitization and awareness creation campaigns to persuade rural folks, especially
women to learn new ways of utilizing community resources and various ways of accessing funds for entrepreneurial
development. In theRepublic of Zaire, the social welfare agency created enormous impact in community
development through awareness creation, advocacy, and the use of behavior change programmes to mobilize both
material and human resources for rural development (Bacheus &Hdpp014)).

Abala (2006), pointed out that social workers are trained in behaviour change skills and to improve the
health of clients as well as ensure the social functioning of individuals and groups in the society. In the rural
communities of KumasiGhana, social workers interventions help to improve the lives of rural women and children
by counseling them on how to access health care services and reducing deprivation and vulnerability among them
(Asson & Oharda, 2007).Through advocacy, counselingsanditization programmes, social workers have reduced
the rate at which people are poor across countries (Nkwede, 2014; Bacheus & Monitha, 2014).

Research methodology

The population of the study consist of officials@drnival Commission, officials dfross River State Tourism
Bureau, Senior Special Adviser on tourism and Calabar carnival, private sector partners and security operatives in
Calabar The stratified and purposive method were used to select the sample from the study population. The sample
size for the study was 12The primary source of data collection was used in the study. The primary source consist
of data derived from the field through a consolidated questionnaata entry and analysis were done using
Microsoft excel (for cleaning)ral the statistical package for Social Science (SPSS version 20). Results generated
were expressed as percentages and presented in tables, charts andrgreggtshe hypotheses of the study, the
linear regression analysis was adopted:
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Results
TABLE 1: Distribution of respondents by their responsesdoial work intervention measures and management of
tourism security challenges in Cross River State, Nigard21)

S/n Items SA A SD D uD

1

Social work counseling sessions ha 59 (48.8%) 30 (24.8%) 14 (11.6%) 16 (13.2%) 2 (1.7%)
boostedourism security network in th
state
Awareness creation through semin: 65 (53.7%) 40 (33.1%) 10 (8.3%) 5 (4.1%) 1 (0.8%)
organized by social workers hi
enabled security operatives to adc
new security strategies that comk
crime duringcarnival celebrations
Social work sensitization programm: 12 (9.9%) 13 (10.7) 63 (52.1%) 31 (25.6%) 2
have failed to curb criminal activitie (1.7%)
during the Calabar carnive
celebrations
Vigorous campaigns organized | 54 (44.6%) 31 (25.6%) 23 (19%) 10 (8.3%) 3 (2.5%)
social workers during the tourisr
cultural  festival brought abou
behavioral change among secur
operatives
The threatening incidents of crimini 63 (52.1%) 31 (25.6%) 12 (9.9%) 13 (10.7%) 2 (1.7%)
activities that characterized touris
festivals have radically reduced t
social work intervention measures
Source: Fieldwork, 2018

Table 1 shows the distribution of respondents according by their respoigeggm security management
challenges and social work interventiatesns. Item 1 shows that out of 121 respondents surveyed, 59 representing
48.8 per cent strongly agreed thsatcial work counseling sessions have boosted tourism security network in the
state; 30 representing 24.8 per cent agreed; 14 representing 11.6 per cent strongly disagreed; and, 16 representing
13.2 per cent disagreed, while 2 representing 1.7 per centundeeided. Item 2 shows that out of 121 respondents
surveyed, 65 representing 53.7 per cent strongly agreed that awareness creation through seminars organized by
social workers has enabled security operatives to adopt new security strategies that dombaddrang carnival
celebrations; 40 representing 33.1 per cent agreed; 10representing 8.3 per cent strongly disagreed; and,
Srepresenting 4.1per cent disagreed, while 1 representing 0.8 per cent were unttenidgshows that out of 121
respondents sueyed, 12 representing 9.9 per cent strongly agreed that social work sensitization programmes have
failed to curb criminal activities during the Calabar carnival celebrations; 13 representing 10.7 per cent agreed; 63
representing 52.1 per cent stronglgatireed; and, 31 representing 25.6 per cent disagreed, while 2 representing 1.7
per cent were undecidétm 4 shows that out of 121 respondents surveyed, 54 representing 44.6 per cent strongly
agreed that vigorous campaigns organized by social workensgdtire tourism cultural festival brought about
behavioral change among security operatives; 31 representing 25.6 per cent agreed; 23 representing 19 per cent
strongly disagreed; and, 10 representing 8.3 per cent disagreed, while 3 representing 2 5weneagamdecided.

Item5 shows that out of 121 respondents surveyed, 63 representing 52.1 per cent strongly agreed that the threatening
incidents of criminal activities that characterized tourism festivals have radically reduced by social work
interventionmeasures; 31 representing 25.6 per cent agreed; 12 representing 9.9 per cent strongly disagreed; and, 13
representing 10.7 per cent disagreed, while 2 representing 1.7 per cent were undecided .

Tests of hypotheses
Ho: Social work interventiormeasures has no significant influence on the management of tourism security
challenges in Cross River State, Nigeria.

Hq: Social work intervention measures has significant influence on the management of tourism security
challenges in Cross River StatdgBria.
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The independent variable ®ocial work interventionsvhile the dependent variablemanagement of
tourism security challenges in Cross River STaidest this hypothesis, simple linear regression analysis was carried
out. Table 2 presents a suramy of the results.

TABLE 2: Regression of social work interventions and management of tourism security challenges in Cross

River State (n=121)

= .933 Adj. R-Squared = .879
Squared = 779 Std. error = 1.390

Source of variation Sum of Df Mean square  F-value P-value
squares

Regression 20,956.2 6 3492.700 1808.707* .000

Residual 220.134 114 1.931

Total 21,176.334 120

Variable Unstandardized coefficient Standard T-value P-value

coefficient

B Std. error

Constant .966 .331 2.915* .000

Management of .947 .022 .938 42.529* .000

tourism security

challenges
*Significant at .05 level. P < .05

The results in Table 2 showed that aii Ralue (.933) was obtained, giving ani Bquaredvalue of .779.
This means that about 87.9% of the total variation in management of tourism security challenges is explained by
social work intervention measures. Thé walue (.000) associated with the computedvielue (1808.707) was
observed to be lesthan .05. Thus the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that social work intervention
measures has a significant influence on management of tourism security in Cross River State. Further analysis
results associated with the computed Falues (2.915 842.529) for the regression constant (.947) respectively are
all less than .05. This means that both the regression constant (.966) and coefficient (.947) contribute significantly to
the prediction of the management of tourism security in Cross RiveruSiatgsocial work intervention measures.

Discussions

The findings of the study revealed that there is a positive significant influence of social work intervention
measures on the management of tourism security challenges in Cross River State, Nigéndifbiwas the same
with the findings of Cooley (2010), who reported that social work is a professional service dedicated to develop
youthdé abilities and capabilities and inculcate the ri
Coy (2005), who noted that social work counselling and guidance fosters right values orientation. This finding also
supported Tuerrer, Shaam & Pogland (2013), who investigated tourism welfare services and tourism management
challenges in Brazil reported thise population of social welfare personnel who served in various capacities during
the carnival festival were more than 2500 and their welfare programmes in each of the carnival season has helped to
curb serious management security challenges througlitizatisn, awareness creation and behavior change
programmes. Tourism in Cross River State has social welfare component and plays major roles in educating and
sensitizing the public on the right ethics and values that are concomitant with world tourisiawrdsa The role
social work play in managing security challenges in a tourist destination like Cross River state cannot be
overemphasized. Social work guidance services provides specialized services that include: individual and group
guidance, crisis intgention for youth and families, substance abuse, prevention and awareness activities, case
management for youth with multiple needs, intervention services for offenders and crime suspects with disciplinary
issues and several other services. Crime suspecisfit immensely from these services and they help in their
building of positive values about the society.

In the study area, there exist a tourism based guidance service unit under the Ministry of Social Welfare
and Sustainable Development, and gives tesponsibility of counselling and guiding the youth through seminars,
wor kshops, talk shops on appropriate values and standa
The youth were also inculcatedwith proper abilities, valuedsskild aptitude and personality characteristics. Social
workersdé tourism activities had overlapping duties and
rates during tourism events in the state. Even though social workers focus mooégabrises and crime behavior
among the youth their services also address youthodé so
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Jones (2011),that when youth are guided by the social workers, they tend to change their orientation about their
criminal tendencies.During workshops and seminars organized for the youth, the social workers encourages them to
discuss issues that trouble them. The social workers in turn encouraged and made them to feel belonging. In all, it is
important to emphasize thaocial work is an important aspect of guidance to youth and it helped them to build
confidence on themselves and face the many challenges of their lives devoid of crime and social vices.

Social workers were also involved in substance abuse preventicarersags activities and case
management for youth with multiple needs, intervention services for suspects.The mere fact that social workers
assist the youth through advocacy skills, referrals to community resource and liaison between suspects and their
faml i es make some parents to develop trust and confide
guidance services address poverty related crimes and social issues that can alleviate poverty among the youth. The
youth were counseled on skills adgjtion programmes, as a way of poverty reduction and in turn to curb poverty
related crimes. Through social work counselling, many youth had overcome the challenges they face, example, a lot
of them with behavioral problems,have adjusted and were apiiwvedid the roles played by social workers in the
state.

Recommendations

1. Festival organizations should take strategic sustainable development approach to address security challenges
in the study area. They should provide the necessary security appacdtssssecurity vans, walkialkie,
arms and ammunitions among others. Besides, police posts should be established in strategic locations in the
study area. Also, they should embark on vigorous campaigns that will maintain the peaceful nature of the
studyarea.

2. Government should establish offices with social workers employed to carry out social work services among
the youth in the environs.

3. Serious and honest effort should be made to sustain the sequence and tempo of tourism in the state by
ensuring that social work is an embodiment of security management apparatus.

Conclusion

Many youth indulge in crime because they dondt have
Consequently, they end up being frustrated, disillusipdeshdvantaged or dysfunctional. They may also become
maladjusted and this might reflect in their choice of indulging in criminality. However, the need for Cross River
State as a touristsd destinati on t cremphasiaed.nApatdérarctreef u | an
roles of the police and other security operatives, in keeping a crime free tourism haven, social work services is
observed to have a greater influence in reducing social vices and crime wave through advocacy, sensitization,
g dance and counseling techniques. Besi de, a greater |
manifest due to the right type of knowledge, skills acquired, orientations received and counseling they received from

social workers.
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The Place of Religion in Combating Corruption in Nigeria
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Abstract
Corruption is a menace that is deeplytrenched in our contemporary society and is negatively
affecting national development in Nigeria. Since the beginning of democracy, successive
governmentdhaveput in effortsto fighting this ugly phenomenon, yet the rate of corruption keeps
increasing mstead of decreasing. As majority of Nigerians are religious faithful and belong to
religions that do not condone corruption, religion can play an instrumental role in curbing
corruption. The paper examines the role religion can play in order to curlptionrin Nigeria.
The paper adopts descriptive and historical methods for the studyre¥barchertherefore,
recommended among others that religious people should back up their faith claims with
corresponding practices of morality and accountabilitience, the research concludes that
combating corruption would be result oriented when the three major religious bodies in Nigeria
pay the needed roles required from them.

Keywords: Religion, Corruption, Morality, Nigeria, Development.

Introduction

Nigeria is one of the largest oil producers in the woldt the effect of corruption has hindered her
development driveCorruption is found everywhere in Nigeridhe pace at which corrupt practices grow in Nigeria
has continued to hinder development in the country and hence affects negatively the hope and aspirations of
Nigerians. This social cancer has eaten deep into the fabric of Nigerian society. Corruptinighi among
politicians, bureaucrats, academics, judiciary, police, army, customs and even religious organisations are not spared
by this social maladyChukwuemeka, Ugwuanyi and Ewuim (201a8),r ee t hat ficorruption in
has becomevenwor ri some because she has consistently been pla
Corruptionis defined by Transparency Internationalttas abuse of entrusted power for private dairansparency
International, 2018)Khan cited in Tom anamgboye(2017) views corruption as the "behaviour that deviates
from the formal rules of conduct governing the action of someone in a position of public authority because of private
motives such as wealth, power or status". Tresfinitions make us undest and t hat corruption
position or office negatively for one's personal interest. It comes in various form such ashbgibasgor taking
bribes,embezzlemendf funds abuse of authoritygndother unlawful usef powerby an individual,contrary to the
legitimate interests dhesociety and the state in ordemt@ke persondienefit.

Nigeriais rankedthe 148th positioraccording to the latest corruption perception index (CPI) released by
Transparency International (T{Transparency Internation&018§. This reportuttresseshatcorruption haspread
like a cancer virusnto every system of the government in Nigeridence,virtually every Nigerian has been
inflicted with this cancer virus called corrupti@mdevery Ngerian manifests one form of corruption or the other.
Ituma (2008, p. 33) posit hat fAcorruption has unfortunately become a
lead to theworrisomestatewhere the majority of its citizens are poatespite thedct that the country is enriched
with Crude oil as its major source of revenue

SuccessiveNigerian governmenhave put in several effortgo fight this menacéy creating different
agencies aimed at combating corruption. Some of tlgsmcies includeThelndependent Corrupt Practices
CommissionICPC),andThe Economic and FancialCrimesCommission(EFCC) The Code of Conduct Tribunal
(CCT), The Public Procurement Act 2007 that established the Bureau of Public Procurement FRPR)
Procurement in Nigeria (BPP, 2012), Treasury Single Account (TSA), the Integrated Personnel and Payroll
Information System (IPPIS) and the Bank Verification Niem(BVN). In spite of the government effort to curb
corruption, yet corruption perssst

From the foregoing one would ask why corruption which is consistently fought against by many
government agenciestill persiss in Nigeria? Bearing in mind the facthat majority of Nigerians areeligious
adherents whose religi olmlie witl thec perspeativess of sevefalother schdiiaat u pt i on
religious adherentsare to live out good lives as specified in their doctrine and that religious leaders influence their
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adherents bynculcate intheir heart thaiGodis against corruptiofAdenugba, and Omolawal, 2014; Faleye, 2013;
ltuma, Ukeachusim and llechukwu, 2013;nT,oand Bamgboye, 2017Mence adherents are expected to imbibe
some values andrtuesthat is corrupt fre¢o promotenational developmerih the societyThis, of course, brings to
guestion; Are there roles religion can play in combating corruption gerdi? And how and where can religion
efficiently and effectively come in8pecifically, the paper attempts to examine how religious measuotsas
Christian ethicscan be put in place to effectively and efficiently combat corrupfidvese are the pradrins the
paperintends toaddress

The researcthereforeseeks to establish how corruption has affected the holistic developmidigieoia as
a nation, to mention and analyze ways through which corruption can be religiously fought bygdhesteligious
institutions in Nigeria The religious institutions being referred to are Christianity, Islam and African Traditional
Religions. Religion has the ability to appeal to the conscience of its adherents and in turn influence how they
behave.

Descriptive and istorical methods are used to achieve these objecdads. for the study were generated
from textbooks, journals, newspapers, magazines and publications on the website. The data collected were
qualitatively and critically analyzed.

Conceptualization ofReligion

It is important to note that there is lack of consensus in defining religion. Scholars from the different
disciplines of TheologySociology, Anthropology, Psychology, and Philosophy conceptualise religion in their own
context, as a resulthere does not exist anything approaching a consensuoyehe purpose of this studligion
refers to as a system of beliefs and practigkih reinforce the morals and social norms held collectively by all
within society.This study refers to any group of people with comrbefiefs and practices which unite into one
single moral community and those who adhere to them as a religious body

Religion is a social phenomenon which seriously concerns almost every livingAewording to Madu
(2003, p. 46), AfReligion means manés recognition of po
universe, sustafiy preserves, provides far h e  u n Generalls eeligion is a matter of belief and practite.
i nv ol v ebelievesmrarid geverence for a superbeing as the creator and governor of the uridenrsegba
and Omolawal (2014) conceives religion as faith in a divinely creaiger of the world, agreement with which is
the means of salvation for a community and thus for each individual who has a role in that comRmarity.
Adenugba and Omolawgkerspectivethe term religion applies principally to such practices adhered toebthree
major religious groups in Nigeri&frican Traditional Religion (ATR)Christianity, and Islam, which involves faith
in oneds belief, obedience to a mor al code set down i
practices

Durkheim cited in Fish (2017) a sociologist posits that religion is social and can best be described as a
unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things, that is to say, things set apart and forbidden beliefs
and practices which unitetm one single moral community called a Church, all those who adhere to Blogrim
focusing on theollective dimension of religiorurkheimemphasis osacredhings isfocused orthe moral power
of society over the individuaRecognizing the social igin of religion, Durkheim argued that religion acted as a
source of solidarity and identification for the individuals within a society, especially as a part of mechanical
solidarity systems, and to a lesser, but still important extent in the contexgasfiorsolidarity. For Durkheim,
religion reinforced the morals and social norms held collectively by all within society. It provides social control,
cohesion, and purpose for people, as well as another means of communication and gathering for individuals t
interact and reaffirm social norms. Durkheim was primarily concerned with religion as a functional source of social
cohesion. For him, religion acts to pull people together; meraalijphysically, in the form of religious services or
assemblies. By dog so, religion is able to reaffirm collective morals and beliefs in the minds of all members of
society. From these definitions, one can $eeterm religion as the way of life of peoplehi ch i nvol ves pe
belief and practice.

The concept of Corrugtion in Nigeria

Corruption is a social phenomendinat hasbeen given various meaning becauseits wide use. It
manifests invarious forms and contexishich are amoral or unethicllehaviourthat people exhibit. Hence it
affects social development of a sociefizelamacited in ljewereme (2015yefines corruption as any action or
omissionenacted by a member of an organization, whichgiginst the rules, regulations, norms, and ethics of the
orgarization, and the purpose is to meet the selfish end ofrtember at the detriment of the organizatibloore
(2008)defines corruption as unethical actions undertaken to advance organizational interests, which may or may not
directly advance the interest$ the individuals undertaking-rom these definitions, one can say that corruption is
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an unethical action by a member of an organization or society, whiahoisg under a series of ruled the
organization or the society.

Ramina cited in Munhoz (2008t at es the following idea of corrupt
perversion or destruction of integrity in the performance of public servants by bribe or favour, the use or existence
of corrupt practices in a state, a statened company, etc" (p. 693n other words, corruption can be seen as an
immoral and unlawful act of a member of the society or organization as he/she discharges his/her duty. However, in
Nigeria, the word corruption is viewed in different ways. It is a means through whhlfc pffice holders and
people in leadership positions enrich themselwe®ngaging in an immoral or unethical &ztthe expense of the
society

In Nigeria,Corruption could be seen as a means of securing wealth or power through immorafunze/s
Ukeachusin and llechukwu (20133ees corrupt practices as the means by which thaskc pffice holders and
people in leadership positionsisusepublic power for private benefiln other words, the public office holders and
people in leadershipositions abuse theauthority of their office for private gaifThe World Bank cited
in Mohammed, (20133tates that "public office is abused for private gain when an official accepts, solicits or extorts
a bribe. It is also abused when private agentvelgtioffer bribes to circumvent public offices and processes for
competitive advantages or profit" (p. 12@)is necessary to emphasize that corruption involves not only the public
sector but also in the private sector.

Cases of Corruption in Nigeria

There is an established fact that corruption exists in various forms in Nigeria with cases ranging from oil
theft, money laundering, misappropriation of funds, bribery of various forms, fraudulent transfers of funds by Bank
staff, embezzlement of state fis) etc.

The estimated annual value of oil stolen from Nigeria is between $3billion and $8tHhatsouris and Sayneted

in Assi, Amah and Edeke 2016ome cases of oil theft in Nigeria identified by Mr. Femi Falana, a Human rights
lawyer, who listed10 alleged corruption cases that can fetch the Federal Government not less than $74.5bn and
N2.5trn if prosecuted, in his paper titled, iPromoti ng
Assets in Nigeria: P r e geliveredlinsLagbsoat a s&mwnfarcorganised by avhbnmaie rfightsh
advocacy group, SociBconomic Rights and Accountability Project, in collaboration with the Ford Foundation,
USA are: the alleged outstanding sum of $1.9bn which ought to be recovered fromMdbibducing Nigeria
Unlimited and paid into the Federation Account, Diversion of $20.2bn from the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation, $12.7bn from some oil companies, being the value of 60.2 million barrels of crude oil which the oll
companies allgedly stole, shipped from Nigeria and discharged at the Philadelphia port in the USA from January
2011 to December 2014 and were not recorded locally, and many other cases (Oladimeji Ramon, 2018).

According toFalanathe $1.9bn is the outstanding sum ofithe $2.5bn which Mobil ought to pay the
Federal Government for the renewal of three oil blocks. On the Diversion of $20.2bn from the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation, he saiEITI concluded that the $20.2bn fraudulently ended up in the hansisnoé oil
companies and agencies of the Federal Government as opposed to being remitted into the Federation Account.

Recently, the fight against corruption in Nigeria has moved to the judiciary arm of government. One of the
recent cases is the confuseaation on some judges, under a sting operation, carried out by men and officers of the
DSS. The arrested judges are currently standing trials before Federal High Courts on charges of corruption (Akpan
and Eyo, 2018).

Money laundering is another major meagovernment officers in Nigeria explore in looting the state
money. For mer governors of Zamfara State, Mahmud Shi n|
docked by the anttorruption agency EFCC for breaching the country'smaotiey laundring law (EFCC, 2019).

Cases of bribery and election rigging are the most obviously corrupt acts in Nigeria. This is seen both in the
public and private sectoré. Federal High Court sitting in Ikoyi, Lagos, convicted Christian Nwosu and Tijani Inda
Bashir, both officials of the Independent National Electoral Commission, INEC, for an alleged N264,880,000 (Two
Hundred and Sixty Four Million, Eight Hundred Thousandirtl) only, for bribery and election rigging fraud
(EFCC, 2019)This, in particularhas taken over the lifestyle of Nigerians and virtually has become part of the ways
of doing business Nigeria.

Government Efforts in Fighting Corruption

Go v e r n mferts todaskle edrruption in Nigeria have a relatively long history and have varied largely
with each new regime. In order to tackle corruption in Nigeria, successive govelmaweput in several effortéo
fight this menacdy creating different agenes aimed at combating corruptjoret corruption persists as shown in
Table 1 below
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Table 1: Nicl;eriaCOrruition Index, 1990i 2018

1999 98 16/100 | 2009 130 25/100
2000 90 12/100 | 2010 134 24/100
2001 90 10/100 | 2011 143 24/100
2002 101 16/100 | 2012 139 27/100
2003 132 14/100 | 2013 144 25/100
2004 144 16/100 |2014 136 27/100
2005 152 19/100 | 2015 136 26/100
2006 142 22/100 | 2016 141 28/100
2007 147 22/100 | 2017 148 27/100
2008 121 27/100 2018 144 27/100

SourceTransparency Internation@lorruption Perceptions Ind¢2999 to 2018).

In 1999 when the democratic system of government started in Nigeria, Transparency International
Corruption Perception Index rated Nigeria the second most corrupt nation in the world. This necessitated urgent
attention given to the fight against corruptiby the three arms of government, as they moved with actions of
creating more criminal laws and agencies aimed at curbing corruption. They started with the creation of
Thelndependent Corrupt Practices Commisgi@PC) and TheEconomic and ancial Crimes Commission
(EFCC)during President Olusegun Obasad@nocraticegime.The ICPC was formed as a result of the creation of
Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Act 2000. The Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act 2000
broght a fresh and decisive perspective to the fight against corruption in the form of a holistic approach
encompassing enforcement, prevention and educational measures. The function of the Commission is to receive
complaints, investigate and prosecute ofemsd(ICPC, 2018)In addition to the investigation and prosecution of
corrupt offenders, the commission is empowered to ensure the elimination of corruption in public sectors.

To intensify the fight against corruption, the government created another ¢awyadg=FCC and a criminal
law called Act 2004, which mandates the EFCC to combat financial and economic crimes. The Commission is
empowered to prevent, investigate, prosecute and penalise economic and financial crimes and is charged with the
responsibilityof enforcing the provisions of other laws and regulations relating to economic and financial crimes,
including; Economic and Financial Crimes commission Establishment act (2004), the Money Laundering Act 1995,
the Money Laundering (Prohibition) act 2004e Advance Fee Fraud and Other Fraud Related Offences Act 1995,
the Failed Banks (Recovery of Debts) and Financial Malpractices in Banks Act 1994, the Banks and other Financial
Institutions Act 1991, the Miscellaneous Offences Act (EFCC, 2019).

It is sadto note that during the 8 years©fb a s a n j o, Nigeriastlldost bedween US$4 billion and
US$8 billion annually to corruption (Human Righgatch, 2007). In a similanote Nigerisd s ¢ o r ereeptioni on p
index shows that corruption remained higtithin 7 years as Nigeria scored below 20% from 1999 to 2005 in
corruption rceptionsndex of Transparency Internationedlowever, Nigeria corruption profile started decliniag
Nigeria corruption prceptionandex remain above 20% witthe effective apmach ofEFCCfrom the year 2006.
Moreover, ther evel ati on after the end of ddmat $okkow flue pracesgnov er n me
awarding of contractahich is against rule of law

The regime ofPresidenty ar 6 Aduads ¢ o v aatennmmatiort to comtats corrupticaedd
proclaimed respect for the rule of law and guecess by signing into law the procurement bill $nJdane 2007.

The Public Procurement Act 2007 established the Bureau of Public Procurement (BPP) as the regulatory authority
responsible for the monitoring and oversight of public procurement, harmonizing the existing government policies
and practices by regulating, ety standards and developing the legal framework and professional capacity for
public procurement in Nigeria (BPP, 2012). BPP was created to work with four main objectives which are;
Economy and Efficiency, Competition providing a level playing grounchfiostrata of bidders, Value for money,

and Transparency. As Presidéhtar 6 A d u a 0 sclaimenl Yoeomivanterruptiorand proclaimed respect for

the rule of law and dugrocesshis actions and body language revealed the confijaryereme, 2013). & r 6 Aduad s
governmenthrough the office of Attorney General of tRederation made frantic efforts to prevent James Ibori, the
former governoof Delta State, from being prosecuted and jaiteehce undermininthe fightagainst corruptiote

claimed to ke upholding PresidentUmar u Yar 6 Rimhdudromf officecjustd?2 weeks after he tried to
prosecutegpowerful former Delta State Governor James Ibori (HuRahts Watch, 2011)There was a significant
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decrease from 2008 to 2010 as reflected in Tramsy International corruptionepeptionsindex in Table 1
above, though Nigeria corruptiorfeeptionsndex remains within 24% to 27%.

During Resident Goodluck Ebele Jonatheagime, he identified the negative effects of corruption and
deliberately fahionedout and implemented structural Government policies and programmes aimed at preventing
and fighting Corruption. In his new book titled My Transition Hours, the former president listed the methods his
administration used to combat corruption in tfeurttry. He said that his administration deployed the use of
technology to fight corruption. He also noted that his government supported the institutional development of secure
systems and mechanisms to curb corruption in public places. He institutecefsaifrSingle Account (TSA), the
Integrated Personnel and Payroll Information System (IPPIS) and the Bank Verification Number (BVN) as
examples of his administrationés t elonathad b o gidceavie |l topalds
implementedhe Integrated Personnel and Payroll Information System (IPPIS), which was initiated by the Obasanjo
Administration towards the end of his tenure (Ebele J., 2018). Through this technology, federal, civil and public
servants were made to register their betnics as a condition for receiving their salaries and as a result, it weeded
out over fifty thousand ghost workers and saved N15 billion every month which was then equivalent to $100
million. The effective implementation of these policies brought kepefigcorruption perception index score
within 24% to 27% as shown in Table 1 above.

President MuhammaBuhari regimehas backed his commitmetd combating corruptiofy putting in
place some important measures such as the Treasury Single Account, ighle-bhddwing policy and the
establishment of the Presidential Advisory Commitigainst Corruption, to combat the systemic theft of public
resources and by extension, its pernicious effects on human rights and develdpnmemtquest to drive out

corryption from Nigeria, hs i gned an Executive Order No. 6 of 2018 to
corruption.In his speech read during the signing of the order, he said:
fi | have decided to issue t h aliaEstictcdealingsviresuspiciodiseassetdNsnbjecté o f

to investigation or inquiry bordering on corruption in order to preserve such assets from dissipation, and to deprive

alleged criminals of the proceeds of their illicit activities which can otherwisenipéoged to allure, pervert and/or

intimidate the investigative and judicial processes or for acts of terrorism, financing of terrorism, kidnapping,

sponsorship of ethnic or religious violence, economic sabotage and cases of economic and financial crimes,

including acts contributing to the economic adversity of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and against the overall

interest of justice and(SanhTekupg2@8)f are of the Nigerian St
The effective implementation of these policies gave Nigeria a significant boost as Nigeria experienced its

highest score in the corruption perception index score 28% within his first year in office this administration and

maintained 27%n 2017 and 2018 Transparency international corruption perception index as shown in Table 1

above.

Factors that Promote Corruption in Nigeria
Many factors have been attributed to the incessant promotion of corruption in Nigeria. Prominent among
them are

1. Poverty: People living in poverty cannot meet their minimal needs for survival. They are faced with life
challenges on how to make ends meet. This subjects them to an unethical and immoral act, as they seek ways of
solving their basic problems or meagitheir basic needs. This situation has given rise to a rat race where
almost everybody is stealing, and embezzlement is rife.

2. The collapse of moral values in the society: The Nigerian society has been overwhelmed by material values.
Society's attitude teards accepting and approving wealth acquired illegitimately encourages corruption. It
makes corruption to spread like wildfire and permeates the rank and file of the society. Corruption is
encouraged whenever an-eanvict or a person who had been cauighone kind of corrupt practice or the
other is appointed to public office or is allowed to contest for election in the ca{mny and Bamgboye,

2017) It encourags corrupion, as corrupteades continue to acquire and accumulate wedldgally at the
expense of the masselm Nigerian society, this has led to a culture which prize matetiacess and
possessions higher than any other value in the life of the people. Hence, success inweatérnizé lauded no
matter how it is achieved.

3. Poor wages: Low salary paid to workers by both the public sector and some private sectors in Nigeria is an
indisputable factor that necessitates corrupt behaviour, as the employees seek other unethichlémdaw
immoral means to make ends meet. In Nigeria, where the minimum wage of workers is currently at eighteen
thousand naira (N18, 000). With this amount of money, one can agree that it is unrealistic for a worker earning
such amount of money to pay fois house rent, pay for his transportation to work, pay his electricity bills, pay
his medical bills, purchase foodstuff and pay for his children's school fees.

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Pagel08


https://www.premiumtimesng.com/author/sani

Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

4. Weak democratic foundationSorruption is much more likely to thrive in weak democratic fatiwhs. This is
supported by Moreira (2018), who says that #ACorrupt:i
where corruption undermines democratic institutions and, in turn, weak institutions are less able to control
corrupt i onidus, aswe have sees in thé case of Nigerian, where the current president in most cases
refuses to obey the court order, as the case of Dasuki and others who are kept in custody against the laws of the
land. This creates room for undemocratic and poppliditicians to use their political power in achieving
anything they want for their own interest but against the rule of law.

Implications of Corruption to National Development in Nigeria

Corruptionis a recurrent and incessant problem that is hindehagtistainable development of Nigeria.
Corruption, as discussed earliés a situation in whiclone person oa group of peoplgerform an immoral or
unethical act for personal gain against the interest of the sodie¢yimplication of corruption ontheat i ond s
development of Nigeria is damaging as funds meant for the national development of the society is diverted to
personal or interest group pocket. Indeed a nation where virenadiyy member of the societsnanifests one form
of corruption or the dter cannot practically experience reasonable national development, because the members of
such society will put personal interest above the interests of the society. It is a clearly established fact that corruption
has caused much damage to the holistivgelbpment of Nigeria as a nation as one can attest from the
aforementionedThesedestructive effectglone in the name oforruptonhave negatively affect
attaininggreater nationallevelopment.

It has been established that corruption in Nigeria leads to abandonment of government projects, like road
construction, building project, equipping hospital facilities, equipping research laboratories, railway construction
and other government projectstha devel op a nati on. Il brahim and Ahmad ( 2(
to abandonment of projects that <could have accelerated
the money allotted for projects that could have accedrdevelopment of a nation is channelled appropriately to
the project and not diverted to personal pocket, development in the nation will keep accelerating. Also in Nigeria,
where people divert money gotten from the national crude oil (oil thief) to pleesonal pocket as established
earlier in the paper, this would have gone into the government account and can be used for a project that will lead to
the national development of the nation. This is supported by Centre for Democracy and Development&shiana ci
Ibrahim and Ahmad (2017, p. 20) who expresses that, "Corruption promotes economic decay and social and political
instability, perverts the ability of the state to foster rule of law and eventfully corrodes trust and undermines
legitimacy".

National development has been drawn back in Nigeria due to the negative effect of corruption in every
sector. The most harmful effect of corruption to national development in Nigeria is the undemocratic act by the
people in government, as they sideline thie of law in order to achieve their personal gain. This has lead to poor
governance and has affected development in Nigeria. Indeed, the current crisis of development in Nigeria can be
attributed to a history of poor governance characterized by camupti

From these aforementioned wheegery framework crafted to contain and maintain some sense of
orderlinessand develop the natiacrumble by the act of corruptippne can agree that corruption has put Nigeria to
a dilemma ofnational complexstate asit seens impossible to streamlinthe nation to a corrupt free state where
national development can strivEhis is manifest in the fact thatery new goahnd agenda by the government that
is aimed at developing the natitssabotaged by a series ofstdclesand muted by corruptionTheseeffects of
corruption have made it difficult for Nigeria to achieve sustainaal®onaldevelopmentThus, corruption in any
form is detrimental to national development.

Religion and Its Role in Combating Corruption in Nigeria

There are many roads to the goal of preventing and combating corruption. One of these roads is through
religious obligationsReligion has the power to influence the value system of any given sothetystudy on
religious ethics has great influence on people's moral life and what they value. There is general agreement that
religion and ethics are closely linked. Religion provides a system of norms and values guiding how individuals
should live. Such norms and values are often codédredeligious beliefs in the Bible or the Quran (Parboteeah et
al., 2008).

Nigerians are notoriously religious just as in Mbiti's claim that Africans are notoriously religious (Mbiti
cited inSanni, 2016)Most Nigerians profess Christianity, Islam, or it&n Traditional Religion (ATR)Indeed, all
religions involve the worship of the supernatural. Corruption is highly condemned among these religions as ungodly
and unethical. They all espouse common ideas of truthfulness, honesty, love, accountatidityjustice, and
among others. It is generally believed that organized religion has brought peace and harmony to the world and that
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its leaders are motivated by the service of their Gdeed, all religion involves the worship of the supernatural.
The worship of the supernatural demands that religion adherents maintain certain virtues which come from the
outline rules given by the supernatural.

African Traditional Religion is indigenous to Africa and handed down from generation to generation. It is
also a part and parcel of the African culture and a system of thought. For centuries, ATR has demonstrated a high
level of discipline in form of ethics and moral values. According to tradition, ATR administers instant justice against
wrongdoing in society. Téy value honesty and truthfulness in their religion as the core value in their worship and
tradition. This is supported bigkeoparaand Ekpenyong( 2 0 1 6 , p. 20) alvehrand mosals are the t ha't
aspects of African Traditional Religion which deatiwihe ideas that defend sustain the life of the people in their
relationship with one another and the world around théte expressed that thesalwes and moralsover issues
like justice, right and wrong, respect for people and prosperity, truth, pod and evil, thkeeping of promises
and agreements, crime and punishment, praise and blame

Islam is one of the major religions in Nigeria and most people identify with thHslam believes in
monotheism. The origin of morality in Islam can be tcht®the eschatological framework provided by God in the
Qur dan. The Québéran encourages Muslims to do that whi c|
haram fAevil o and do righteous good d-&a'rdfswhichaAllath has e c 0o mmer
ordained. The Qur'an emphasizes the abhorrence of everything evil (Haram) andn{dr) (Danjibo cited in
Faleye 201R Allah Almighty condemns mischief and evil undertaken by humans in this world in the Q®&@n
ADo no neivsiclhineofr on the (face of the) earth. o

Christianity isa religion based on the belief in one God and on the teachings of Jesus Christ. Modern day
Christian doctrine rests upon the premise that God preserved the Bible in an absolute and reliable det¢hat or
all men should know the truth and believe in the Son of God. The word of God serves as the point of departure for
Christians thinking about corruption and possible reactions towards it. Christian ethics is about who we are called to
be rather tham set of rules or whom we want to be. And whom we are called toibeCisrist JesugEphesians
2:10). Thus, to be in Christ Jesus entails living out the life quality and values He outlines for Christian worshipers to
imbibe which arefaith, hopeand charity or love/agape a list which comes from 1 Corinthians 13:13. There are
many listings of virtue additional to the traditional Christian virtues (faith, hope and love) in tistigdbhBible.

One is the "Fruit of the Spirit," found in Galatians 522 "By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, armbealbl. There is no law against such things." These

are said to perfect one's love of God and Man and therefore to harmonize and partallerafe

Onongha cited irFaleye (2013examines the intersections of corruption and Christian ethics and argues that the
absence of Christian ethics in the educational curriculum is responsible for the widespread of corruption in Nigeria
and concluded that the panacea to the Nigerian prokdethei integration of Christian ethics into the national
curricul a. Rel i gion can act as the |ink and bridge in
vocation, eternal salvation and ultimate end is equally invested with the educatigiriabf their adherents.
Nwaomah (2007) argues that a successful war on corruption requires a holistic effort involving the teaching of
Christian ethics in church. In the Christian fight against the cankerworm called corruption, the Ten Commandments
by Jesus Christ stand as a very powerful tool to guide us on how we should live. Christian ethics is well summarized
by Colossians 3:b:

Since, then, you have been raised v@tirist, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the
right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, thenayso will appear with him in glory. Put to death,
therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is
idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

It gives detailed instructorsn a | i st of fAdodsodo and Adondts, o0 that
Hence, as the Nigerians apply this in their life, it will lead to the corrupt free society we dream of in Nigeria. The
Church stands for the truth and nothing but the tamith that truth shall set them free (John 8: 32). The church which
stands out as the temple of God has the influencing attribute to influence the society to the state ofTiahoess.
and Lotter (2012) insightfully posits that as an institution of wsld, the church and Christians have the mandate
to confront world systems for the betterment of the Church and Society as a whole.

The Church teachings stand on exposing corruption and not believing or celebrating every testimony of
miraculous blessingvhich is ill gotten. The church has influencing power to the society and are stand out people
who do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twist the words of the innocent (Exodus 23:8). They
are known for standing for the truth in alf@imstances and that is the quality that makes them stand for justice
against corruption. Ryken (2005) mentioned that it is evident that there can never be true justice when bribery is
involved, because it closes the eyes to the truth. For religion totivelg involved in the fight against corruption

Conference Proceedingsz University of Nigeria, Nsukka Pagell0


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charity_%28virtue%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prudence
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Colossians%203.1-6

Society for Research &Ademic Excellencl 2019

there shall not be blind justicAnyanwucited in Ekeoparaand Ekpenyong(2016)observes succinctly thahere is

no society thatan afford to exist in the absence of morality, trust, justice, libettih,tgoodness and faithfulness.
Onecan, therefore, deduct frothe above assertions as follows: that for any nation or society to experience the
incorrupt enabling environmerits citizens must be imbued with all the good life and qualities pro\agiadligion.

Recommendation
From the established facts, on can assert that Religion, whose mission and concern are on man's religious
vocation, eternal salvation, is equally invested with the obligation to educate their adherents ononegtingfan
enabling environment that will necessitate national development in their society. Hence Religious bodies act as the
link and bridge in the society in combating corruption. From this note, this paper suggests that a holistic effort which
involves the following is required in achieving this goal;
1. Christian ethics should be included in Nigeria educational curriculum.
2. Religiousbodies should condemn corrupt practices through their official statements from sermons, and so on;
3. Religious leaders shaliluse their pulpit positively by preaching and teaching sound doctrine from God
concerning the way and manner to tackle corruption. Preaching that one can acquire wealth without labour is
not only deceitful but also a call to corruption.
4. Religious bodies twould disassociate herself from persons of corrupt characters and enforce disciplinary
measures against members that are found living a life of corrupt practices in accordance with their doctrine
5. The church is called to be a model of Christ in the tansétion and renewal of people's hearts as they
become salt and light in the world.
6. The Church should not encourage or celebrate those whose sources of wealth are questionable. They should
be exposed and not believe or celebrate every testimaotimgiofmiraculous blessing otherwise they will end
up celebrating corruption
7. Since religion is like a subystem of the society, they should explore ways of working together in public
spheres to address public issues such as corruption
8. Religious leaders imNigeria should reflect high moral values pronounced in their sacred scriptittes
corresponding practices of morality and accountakiitittheir actions and not only in their teachings.
9. Christians should be willing to act as a whistleblower and natdbefied with the culture of silence and
should stand and promote truthfulness because truthfulness is at the core of whom Jesus is.
10. The religious body should act as reformers and actively participate in the transformation of the society
11. Religious leader should encourage their members to practice & respect the norms not to cheat

Conclusion

Corruption is an evil destructive plague to any society. Hence it is a great destructive tool for national
development. Thus, leaders of any nation who g@eekl of his nation should apply all required needed force to eject
it from her country. In the case of Nigeria, history reveals that this phenomenon has persisted since independence
not minding several efforts made by the successive government in the passt it. Therefore a successful joint
effort is required in combating corruption out of our nation. This effort would be result oriented if the three major
religious bodies in Nigeria jointly pay the needed roles required from them.
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Nati onal Emergency Management Agency( MEMA) 6s Approach
Nigeria: Policy-gaps and Optiors for Improved Performance

By
Obeta Michael
Hydrology and Water Resources Unit.
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Abstract
Disastrous flooding is the most frequently experienced environmental hazard in Nigeria. This
paperexamines the institutional arrangements for managing flood disasters and other emergencies
in Nigeria. The aim of the study is tolentify the problems which militate against flood
emergency managemeand the strategies which may promote institutionangithening in the
flood emergency management sector. The data used were obtained through questionnaire surveys,
focused grougliscussion, field observations and from the official records of relevant agencies in
Nigeria. The data generated were analyzedutin the use of descriptive statistical tools. The
results of the study characterized the institutional approach to flood emergency management and
revealed the weaknesses of the current management framework approach. The National
Emergency Management AggndNEMA) has policies and programmes for flood disaster
management, however, the performance of the agency has, deftfanuch to be desired
proactive management strategies essentiafléod prevention and reduction are lacking due to
institutionalweaknesses. NEMA is unable to respond speedily and management programmes fail
completely or partially due to poor coordination, limited capacity, lack of political will, modern
equipment, and socieconomic and technical constraints .The implicationshe$e findings and
strategieghat might help enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of NEMA were advanced.

Keywords: Emergency management, flood disasters, natural ormaale hazards, institutional arrangements,
institutionalstrengthening, policy options, National Emergency Management Agency, Nigeria.

Introduction

The World Health Organization defines a disaster as a sudden ecological phenomenon/event of sufficient
magnitude to require external assistance (WHO, 2(tpd disasters ,on the other hand, are natrratarnmade
hazardhazards which occur due tbe overflowing of runoff water over areas that are not normally submerged or
beyond the normal confines of a stream (Zbigniew et al (2014). Usually, disaders are unforeseen, serious and
cause destruction and distress resulting in demands that exceed the response capacity of the affected community.
Floodemergency management is concerned with the organization, handling and management of resources and assets
needed to prevent, avoid or effectively and sustainably reduce the impacts and risks associated with flood
catastrophes (Drabek, 199Effective disasteemergency management involves the integration of the efforts of all
tiers of government and theviolvement of relevant negovernment organizations(NGOs), as well as individuals,
households, groups and communities with capacities to respond effectively in disaster reduction.

Flood disasters have, for a very long time, been an integral pamnoén existence. Bhanumurthy and
Bebera, (2008) described emergencies resulting from catastrophic floods as the commonest and the most
widespread of all natural disasters, accounting for about 40%of all fatalities from natural disasters. Fubara (2014)
also described them as the greatest environmental challenge facing man in thefitateogpntury. From United
States to Indonesia, China to Mexico, India to Belgium, Philippines to Brazil and France to United Kingdom, the
problem of flooding has been a joacause of national embarrassments (Mordi, 2011).Catastrophic floods are
destructive to man and/or the environment. Typical consequences include the submerging of communities and
sacking of the inhabitants; causing deaths, the outbreak of diseasegusied to man and animals; depletion of
natural and social capitals; institutional weakening and a general disruption of economic and social activity; washing
away farmlands and causing severe damages to vital urban or rural infrastructure ; displat@@epie, loss of
crops, washing away farmlands, houses, and causing soil erosion and surface water pollution(Ologunorisa and
Adegoh, 2006; Oshodi ,2013).

Strahler and Strahler (1992) noted that the conditions for a disastrous flood exist when theyelietla
river cannot be accommodated within the margins of its normal channels, so that the water spreads over adjoining
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grounds on which human infrastructure and farmlands exist. Flood disasters also occur when rainfall become
abnormally high or in urbaareas where planning laws are neglected ( Nnaluo ,2008). For instance, in August, 2017,
flood disasters and emergencies triggered off by torrential rains killed over ten people and caused damages put at
several millions of dollars in Texas, United StatédsAmerica (Udouko, 2017). China and Indonesia had similar
experiences in May 2008, when floods triggered of by torrential rains killed hundreds of people across Chinese
cities. In August, 2007, in Sathya Sai Baba, India, over 14 million people wemawiofi disastrous floods that

ravage several settlements, farmlands and major industrial installations (Rudrappan, 2011).The Indian government
spent over $1.6 billion in assisting the victims in the region. Wright (2011) also reports that in Lahoren Rekista

July 2011, many parts of the city were cut off from the city center, transportation systems were halted and
businesses were closed down for days due to disastrous flood.

In Nigeria, flood disasters and emergencies are perennial environmental moBlkmet al (2011)
describedhemas themost frequent environmental hazards experienced in Nigeria and a major cause of about one
third of all deaths, one third of all injuries, and one third of all damages from natural disasters. The most frequently
affected areas lie within the Nig&enue trough (see Figure 1)
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Figure 1:Areas frequently affected by disasterous floods in Nigeria.
Source.GIS Unit, Department of Geography, University of Nigeria, Nsukka (2017)

Floods have wreaked havoc to lives amdperties, in several states (Balyesa, Imo, Edo, Anambra, Niger,
Benue,Taraba ,Sokoto, Kano, Adamawa, Ogun, Delta, Lagos, Cross River, Rivers, Kogi and Akwa Ibom(Fig 2)) in
Nigeria, for decades (Ede and Okorji, 2014). Between 1990 and 2015 réladeddamages in these states totaled
more than 38 billion naira (Utesv, 2017). And just recently, precisely in September and October 2017, the coastal
states of Rivers, Bayelsa and Akwa Ibom experienced disastrous flood incidents which displaced over 225,000
people and left thousands of farm lands, houses and vital infrastructure in ruins(Udouko,2017). Several cities
including Asaba , Benin, Port Harcourt, Warri ,Onitsha, Calabar ,Lokoja, Uyo, Owerri and Yanagoa were turned
into wastelands, with collapsed builds and debris dotting their landscape. The flood disasters killed 27 persons
and damaged 5742 houses.

Flood disasters have not only continued to occur regularly and widely in Nigeria, but have continued to
create severe hardship&gainst, this backgmand, it is necessary to evaluatee institutional arrangements for
managing flood disasters in Nigeria with a view to identifying the specific challenges facing the management
systems as well as to strengthen polieyaking in the flood emergency managemsector. This is vital for
avoiding/ reducing flood damages in vulnerable areas as well as in understanding the range of issues associated with
catastrophic floods in the country.

The objectives of this work therefore are; to highlight the incidenéeoad catastrophes in Nigeria
(between 200015, when data became more readily available); describe the organization and structure of the
national agency for flood management, and to characterize and evaluate the institutional arrangements for flood
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disasters management, with a view to isolating their strengths and weaknesses as well as the strategies which can
improve/strengthen management strategies. The findings of this work, in our view, will contribute to the knowledge
base for future research anev@lopment of effective flood control system in the country. In addition, finding lasting
solutions to the problems associated with flood hazards, especially in frequently affected areas in Nigeria is a crucial
step in setting the stage for sustainableetlgyment in most sectors of the national economy as well as in
improving the peoples well being, and, indeed, for the successful implementation of #H2®®stustainable
development agenda.

Theoretical Literature Review

Research works on flood disass in Nigeria have grown by leaps and bound in the last few years (Ayoade,
1979; Rashid, 1982; Babatolu, 1997; Okpala, 1979; Odemerho, 1988; Oriola 1994; Areola, 1998; Anih 2004; Giwa,
2005; Dovereux, 2007; Annegret et al, 2007; Adelekan, 2009; Etuon@@d8; Obeta, 2009; Okan et al, 2009;
Adelekan, 2010; Ndukwu and Chiemelu, 2010; Offiong, 2010; Aderogba, 2012), (Etuonovbe, 2011), and Fabura
(2014).The main thrust of some of these flood studies were to:(1) determine the natural aimtlncaid reasons
for flood disasters(Ayoade, 1979; Rashid, 1982; Babatolu, 1997), (2) attempt a prediction of flood occurrence
(Adelekan, 2010; Ndukwu and Chiemelu, 2010), (3) cost flood disasters damages(Anih 2004), (4) create more
awareness on flood hazards and devslagiainable response strategies (Okan et al, 2009),(5) and cost programmes
for rehabilitation, recovery, and adjustments(Okpala, 1979; Offiong, 2010; Aderogba, 2012).

Ayoade, (1979) probably made the first attempt at understanding the natunalammdade reasons for
flood disasters in western Nigeria, especially in Ibadan. He identified four factors which are very critical for the
development of flooding in the area. The factors included heavy and prolonged precipitation, surface configuration,
deforestation and the nature of the soil. The study observed that heavy rains greater than 26 mm/day induce floods
when they occur (especially) within the moisture surplus months ofi JOlgtober and that deforestation weakens
the ability of the vegetatiocover in the area to retard run off, and to absorb and store the rain water.

Gobo (1988) discussed flood disasters in the lower Niger River basin, emphasizing the role of deforestation
and engineering strategies in minimizing flood disasters. He proposedgproaches, including the control of land
use, for containing flood disasters. Odemerho (1988) attributed the increase in the frequency of flood disasters and
emergencies in Nigeria to rapid rate of urbanization. He observed that there are two fuindamenc auses é of f |
urban areas in Nigeria. The first relate to poor infiltration due to high level of imperviousness, while the second
relate to the rapid rate of urban development and the encroachment of buildings on natural water flow paths.
Nwachikwu (1990), Ologunorisa (2004), Anih (2004) and Ndukwe and Chiemelu (2010) agreed with this
submission but added that abnormal heavy precipitation, flat terrain and the nature of the soil are contributory
factors

Earlier, Abams, (1995) observed that fiblbbazardsannot be totally avoided, but their destructive impacts
on lives and the environment can be minimized .He suggested that educating residents of vulnerable areas in order to
raise their level of awareness on the dangers posed by improper landuse canthedeftects of the disaster in
vulnerable areas. Awareness creation, he noted, should be a priority undertaking by the federal and state
governments in NigerigEtuonovbe, (2011) lamented the increases in the frequency and severity of flooding in
urban aeas along the Niger/Benue trough in Nigeria. He discovered that the existing drainage systems are not
maintained properly due to financial constraints. The drainage systems get blocked due to silting, dumping of waste
material at the inlets of drains aeticroachment over natural drainages. The intense rainfall, often result in the
generation of high magnitude of runoff, above the capacity of existing drainage systems, thereby resulting in urban
flood disasters.

This above review reveals that some work baen reported on flood disasters and emergencies in Nigeria
.But some critical areas of research are yet to be covered. For instance, the challenges facing flood emergency
management in the country, how to strengthen pdlimyaking in the flood managentesector as well as the
weaknesses and strengths of the current management systems are yet to be fully studied. The thrust of the present
work is on these areas because understanding them will enhance planning procedures in the area.
Study Area

This study area is Nigeria, whose 24 of the 36 federating states have experienced seveifiattioed

emergencies between 2000 and 201%esE vulnerable states include Rivers, Balyesa, Imo, Edo, Anambra,

Niger, Lagos, Ondo, Kwara, Enugu, Kebbi, Oyo, Benue, A@r&okoto, Kano, Adamawa, Ogun, Delta,

Lagos, Cross River, Kogi, Kaduna and Akwa Ibom(see Figure 2).
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Figure 2:Nigeria,showing the 36 federating states.
Source.GIS Unit, Department of Geography, University of Nigeria, Nsukka (2017)

Nigeria lies betwen longitudes 24 9 6 E a3 do B 4and °LEO6Nt 4@ NBand share
boundaries to the north with Niger and Chad, to the east with Cameroon, to the west with Benin Republic and to the
south with the Atlantic Ocean. This region has a very rich diversity in climate, biological resources, ethnicity and
culture(Emedi 2011). The climate is tropical with high temperatures and high humidity as well as marked wet and
dry seasons, though there are variations between north and south (Ofomata, 2002).Precipitation varies widely in
both time and space, ranging from lesgmn 250mm per annum in the extreme north to 2250mm at the
coast(Adekalet al,2001).Some rural areas get little or almost no precipitation, while others, like those in the Niger
Delta, are among the most watarh areas on earth (Odjugo, 2010)

The country is drained by numerous rivers, principally the Niger, Benue, Cross River and their numerous
tributaries as well as by the Lake Chad basin and the rivers that discharge into it (Olaleye, 2010). Many of these
streams, especially in the drier northetates, are seasonal.

The Floodplains of many of these rivers are prone to flooding, particularly after heavy rainstorm; the floods
are often devastating (Areola, 1998). Many urban areas in Nigeria also witness series of flood disasters and
emergency ifuations that are both natural and anthropogenic (Adelekan, 28@®yoximately, 58% of the
Nigerian population live and work iflood-proneareas fAbams, 199% The flood-proneareas particularly in the
countryside, generally exhibit great poverty, @ged infrastructure, poor health conditions, low access to social
facilities and low level of education as a result of varying degrees of geographical and political isolation (Eze and
Effiong, 2010).

1.4 Methodology

Primary and secondary dateere collected largely from thawventy four states that have experienced
disastrous floods between 2000 and 2015 in Nigeria. Primary data collection was carried out between June 2016 and
October 2017. We first selected six of these flood ravaged staigsméy (see Fig.3), one each from the six-geo
political zones in Nigeria. From the states one local government area (LGA) which had a center for flood disaster
displaced persons (FDDPs) was purposefully selected for use the study. Within each LGAgthuestlr flood
ravaged rural communities were also purposefully selected for sampling. A total of 18 rural communities (see Table
1) were sampled. Sampling was limited to communities that were accessible, safe (sasejifpr field surveys
and where mviously FDDPs could be found.
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